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 I am a student teacher at Kidbrooke
Park Primary School (KPPS)

 I have had placements in Year 2, 
Nursery, Year 3 and Reception

 On joining KPPS I realized that the library 
was underused

 I observed that some classroom book 
corners needed to be refreshed



Social reading environments were seen to be key to creating richly 
reciprocal reading communities in the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) 
research. Physically engaging, the most successful environments 
tempted children into texts and offered spaces to relax, browse, 
and read for pleasure.

Research Rich Pedagogies, The Open University

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/theme/social-reading-environments


Reflecting on when my love for books began, it 
was when I was tucked up in bed and my parents 
would read me a story. As I started to read myself I 
would jump on the sofa with a blanket in front of 
the fire and get lost in my imagination. These are 
both places where I still as an adult feel safe and 
comfortable.

Book corners have become a permanent 
feature in many classrooms, but are they 

updated and refreshed? Are they inviting 
spaces? Where are they positioned?

Spending time on reading environments 
can encourage children to have a love for 

reading if it is done right.  



 To develop a library that is welcoming with 
a variety of relevant books for children of all 
ages and abilities

 To inject new life into social reading 
environments around the school



 The literacy lead and I decided 
to take on the challenge of 
giving the library some much 
needed attention

 It was underused and needed to 
be refreshed

 By revamping the library we hope 
to inspire the teachers around the 
school to get creative with their 
own book corners

 We engaged with the University 
of Greenwich’s Promoting 
Reading Competition

 Teachers were encouraged to 
adapt their book corners to make 
them into a space that promoted 
reading for pleasure
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“I like the library as it 
is peaceful and the 

books are very 
inspiring.”

“I love reading on a bean bag 
with a blanket because it’s 
comfortable and I can get lost 
in a good book.”

“I love books and 
learning new things. 
The library is a great 
place to read.”



• My research shows that reading 
environments have a huge impact 
on children’s love of reading

• Not every child has an environment 
at home that allows them to get 
comfortable and get lost in a book

• By de-cluttering, reorganizing and 
giving the library more structure 
children can access books at ease 

• The library is now much more inviting 
and as a result is being utilized much 
more,
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