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Context

I currently work at Christ Church Primary School in a Year 5 
class in a diverse school in East Greenwich. 

When Ofsted visited in 2017 they ‘found a sharp focus on 
developing reading across the school.’ Currently, the school 
participate in ‘Drop Everything and Read’ (DEAR) where 
children read for half an hour a day. 

After carrying out research into the current reading habits of 
my class I discovered that the majority of students either 
loved reading or found it ok. I wanted to focus my project 
on children inspiring other children to read.  



OU Research inspiration and rationale

‘A key impact of the classroom talk about texts was the shared 
understanding amongst children, between teachers and children, 
and amongst teachers, that reading is intrinsically worthy of 
discussion.’(Cremin et al. 2014) 

I was inspired to encourage 
children to recommend books to 
each other and talk about books 
because I wanted to continue to 
develop in the children a share 
love of reading. I also wanted 
children to understand that 
talking about books can be 
enjoyable. 



Aims

• To encourage children to talk about 
the books they are reading especially 
about what they enjoyed 

• Recommend books to their peers

• Develop a curiosity for books that 
they might not ordinarily pick up



Through several small group discussions about the children’s 
favourite books it became apparent that the children really 
enjoyed discussing these books. 

When using the ‘Reading for Pleasure’ book recommendations 
booklet to help children choose similar books I discovered that 
the children were not interested in recommendations from 
adults they were much more interested in recommendations 
from their peers. 

So we created ‘Venus Class Book Recommendations’ with 
recommendations from all the children. They can then use to 
these to help them decide what book to read next.  

Outline



Impact

The children found pleasure in talking about books they enjoy 
and why they enjoy them. They especially relished the 
opportunity to share books with their peers. 

This inspired them to try out different books that they might 
not have otherwise thought to read thus expanding their own 
reading repertoires. 

It has been fascinating for me to understand why children 
choose to read certain books and what it is that makes them 
enjoyable. They tend find books with characters their own age 
and books with some pictures more pleasurable to read. 

The children have been able to engage in more ‘book talk’ 
rather than just discussing a book through comprehension. 



What the children say

Children have different 
points of view and are 
more into fiction. 

I enjoyed looking at book 
recommendations because 
it gave us a chance to read 
other genres.

I prefer when my friends 
recommend books because we 
like the same kind of books. 



Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice

This project has enabled me to look in more detail at the 
kind of books that my class choose to read. 

It has helped me to turn away from the idea of a ‘good 
book’ and encourage children to ‘read for pleasure’ 
rather than to answer questions. 

As I continue in my NQT year this will be a focus of mine 
to encourage children to read for pleasure and develop a 
love of reading. 
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