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• Lawn Primary School is a one-form entry school that caters for 
boys and girls aged 3-11 years of age

• As of 2018 there are over 245 children on roll

• I was working as a Trainee Teacher in a Year 1 class

• Lawn Primary School uses the Oxford Reading Tree 

• During reading sessions in the afternoon, the teacher reads 
with individual children while the other children have to     
pick a book and read in silence

Context



OU Research inspiration and rationale

‘At Lawn Primary School, the staff make sure that the children are read 
to at the end of each day for 15 minutes.

While observing the children in my class, I noticed that they were not 
always engaged with their books and were distracted by talking to peers 
or playing. I found that reading aloud in class was an important 
initiative as most of the children are not read to at home.

I began reading The World’s Worst Children to my class at the end of 
the day. My decision to read this book was influenced by my knowledge 
of the children and observations made. I knew that this book would 
interest and engage them. It would also help them extend and develop 
their vocabulary.

Reading aloud and discussing the text was a crucial strand of the 
Reading for Pleasure (RfP) pedagogy identified in the Teachers as 
Readers (TaRs) research. It enabled children to access rich and 
challenging texts, offered a model for silent independent reading, 
prompted the children’s affective engagement and created a class 
repertoire of ‘texts in common’ to discuss.’  

Research Rich Pedagogies, The Open University



Aims

To support children to:

• Enjoy story time
• Develop an interest in listening to a story
• Develop a love for books.
• Improve and develop children’s vocabulary



Outline – What did I do?
• Based on my observations, I began reading aloud to the children 

everyday
• I read The World’s Worst Children, which has a series of short stories 
• I used dramatic voices when reading to the children
• I allowed children to talk if they had something to say about the story 
• The colourful pictures in the book also support visual reading for the 

EAL children in the class



• I carried on this practice in my contrasting placement at Northfleet 
Nursery by doing a puppet show for the children on World Book Day

• I read the story of Little Red Riding Hood to the children and their 
parents

• This was an opportunity for the parents to see how they can develop 
their children’s interest in books

• I used props/ puppets and dramatic voices to engage the 
children

Outline – What did I do?



Impact

• The impact of reading aloud has had a positive effect on 
the children. Engagement with books and with story time at 
the end of the day improved. 

• The use of dramatic voices kept the children excited and 
they were keen to find out what would happen next in the 
story, and enjoyed making predictions. 

• I ensured that I stopped and asked them if they wanted to 
say anything about the story or that page. The children 
would always have lots to talk about and wouldn’t be able 
to contain their excitement.

• The children also made links to science lessons, when they 
heard words that they had learnt. 



What the children said

I noticed that the children would ask me 
everyday with excitement about reading 
the story.

“ Are you going to read to us about Nit boy?” –
Evie-Marie

“ Are you going to read the book to us today? I 
want to find out what happens next.”  - Joshua 



What the children say today

“ I really enjoyed it because it was very funny. I got 
my mummy to buy it for me. The best one was 
Snot Ball” – Aaron

“ I liked the book because all the kids were funny. 
My favourite was Dribbling Drew. Some were very 
naughty. ”  - Joshua 

“ The book was so fun. I liked the Snot Ball. It 
made me laugh.”  - Jayden 



What the parents said about the 
puppet show



Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice

• This project has given me an understanding of how 
important it is to read to children just for pleasure. 

• I also now understand the importance of how the 
story is read to the children, using different tones of 
voice.

• I would like to develop this practice by asking 
children to bring in or choose books to read with the 
class.

• Later, I would like to encourage them to read aloud.
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