
Adisham Primary School 
Action Research



Research inspiration and rationale
As a school we have decided to further a reading for pleasure pedagogy of 
informal book talk, text talk and book recommendations. With the 
curriculum focusing heavily of the development of reading, from early 
reading through to upper KS2, we decided to spend some time 
demonstrating that reading is fun and enjoyable, as well as an important part 
of learning. 
We have continued to develop our classroom reading environments as well 
as the school library and are now looking at creating new reading areas in 
the school. 
We want to increase the enjoyment of reading for all ages by exposing the 
children to range of stories and styles of books, ranging from picture to 
chapter books. Once a week we will be reading and acting out a whole or 
part of a story to the school and then giving the children the opportunity to 
choose to have a ‘reading break’ instead of going outside during the morning 
playtime



We have continued to build a stimulating 
and exciting reading environment in our 

library with book recommendations 
within each display. We’ve used the 
children’s interests of Emoji's and 

movies to promote different books we 
think they would enjoy.



As well as this, we have 
reorganised the library into 

topics and genre making it more 
accessible for the children to 
use. This has made visiting the 
library more enjoyable for the 

children.

We have also made up 
class boxes of 

recommended reads that 
can be moved around the 

school and classes for 
different reading 

sessions.



What do we want to achieve?
Our aim is to increase the enjoyment of reading in all ages, particularly 
in KS2. 
We discussed how EYFS and KS1 children demonstrate a greater love 
and excitement of reading because of the smaller pressures they are 
under, as well as the types of books they are offered to read. 
We wanted to show the children how even the oldest child in school 
can still enjoy a Julia Donaldson picture book as well as their favourite 
longer, chapter novel.  In addition we wanted bring drama into process 
of reading.



What will we be doing?
Once a week we (class teachers) will be meeting with the children in 
the school hall where. We have a week by week timetable outlining the 
books we are going to be reading. 
On a Monday at 10:30 we will meet with the whole school and either 
share the whole story or part of the story by reading, acting and using 
props. This will be a time for the teachers to be enthusiastic about their 
favourite story. 
Following that, the children will be invited to spend their playtime in 
the hall where they will have a range of books, props and a cosy, 
inviting reading environment to share with their peers. 



We chose to start our Action 
Research with this story book to 

engage the majority of the 
children. The EYFS topic was 

‘Bears’ so we decided to focus on 
their topic and branch it out to 

the other year groups.



Session 1 - Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice

Book Title: Paddington Bear by Michael Bond
• Target audience: Picture book aimed at EY and KS1
What went well:
• All children were engaged and evidently enjoying the story and drama.
• Children joined in with actions and sounds.
• Some children were exposed to new text/author. 
• Older children were able to enjoy a text that they wouldn’t have chosen independently.
• Although children didn’t have chance to look at books after the session, they showed enthusiasm about 

future opportunities.
What could be improved:
• That all staff were familiar with the text to ensure confidence in role.
• Props would enhance story telling.
Next steps:
• Time table a short preparation time with CTs to organise the next session.



The children really enjoyed spending 
their playtime choosing their own 

stories to read on their own or share 
with their friends.  

We noticed that most of the children 
who chose to stay and read were from 

EYFS and Key Stage 1.



Following the previous session, we 
decided to choose a story with an older 
target audience. On reflection of the 

Paddington story, the children in years 
4, 5 and 6 weren’t as motivated as those 

in EYFS, year 1, 2 and 3. Most of the 
children would have been familiar with 
these stories and the films therefore 

would hopefully have been more 
enthused and engaged by the text.



Session 2 - Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice
Book Title: How to train your dragon by Cressida Cowell
• Target audience: Short novel for KS2 
What went well:
• All children were engaged and evidently enjoying the story and drama.
• Children joined in with actions and sounds.
• Some children were exposed to new text/author. 
• Children were able to share their prior knowledge of the text/author/film
• Younger children were able to access a text through the use of props, which they could not read independently 
• Text linked to the curriculum topic.
• Props and preparation had a positive impact on the children’s engagement and understanding of the text
• Reading session: A high amount of children chose to stay in to read/role play different stories – ranging from Y1 – Y5
What could be improved:
• Noise management in reading session 
Next steps:
• Share expectations of reading session with the children regarding noise levels



Following this session we had 
more interest from children in 

the Year 3 and 4 class as well as 
those from EYFS and Key Stage 
1. They chose a range of books 

including the book from the 
session and picture books that 

were aimed at children of a 
younger age. It was lovely to see 
children enjoying books they may 
not have access to in their own 

classroom.



The book chosen for session 3 is a book 
aimed at children in years 3 and 4. This 
is a book that has also previously been 

shared with children before in Key 
Stage 1 to inspire their writing. We 

thought that the children would engage 
with the story as it is a classic and a 

film they may have been familiar with.



Session 3 - Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice
Book Title: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S Lewis
• Target audience: 
• What went well:
• Children were engaged as they had previously studied and enjoyed the book
• Children volunteered to read rather than us
• When giving hints about what the book was the children were excited as they had read it before

What could be improved:
• Use of props to help children to build images and visualise the story
• Everyone to have a copy of the text

Next steps:
• To select text that would engaged the Year 6 group to be involved and volunteer to read and share the book
• If successful we could arrange for each class to share a book during this time



Two boys in particular were really 
enthused by this book. The boy in the 
first (year 5) picture guessed straight 

away that we would be sharing The Lion, 
The Witch and The Wardrobe. He 

remembered reading it in Year 3 and was 
very excited that we would be sharing it 
with the school. The boy in the second 
picture (year 4) was equally engaged by 
the book for similar reasons. They were 
both very keen to read in front of the 

school, instead of the teacher.



We decided to go with a Revolting 
Rhyme to go with a different genre. We 
thought the children would respond well 
to a humorous text and decided ‘Little 

Red Riding Hood and the Wolf’ would be 
a good choice because it is an 

alternative version of a very familiar 
story.



Session 4 - Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice
Book Title: Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes
• Target audience: KS2
• What went well:
• All children were engaged and enjoyed the choice of text (humour)
• More children chose to stay in and read during break time
• Children were acting out different Revolting Rhymes as well as reading
• More older children (upper KS2) chose to read with the younger children
• All staff had a copy of the rhyme which made the session run fluidly 

What could be improved:
• Children’s participation

Next steps:
• To revisit Revolting Rhymes and ensure there is child participation 



The text shared in this session proved 
to be more popular with more children 

choosing to read in their own time.

The children commented on how funny 
they found the poem and some even 

decided to act it out themselves!



We chose this story as it sends a good 
message for resilience and growth mind 

set. Following the success of our 
previous session with a funny text we 

also thought this would be a good story 
to use because it is humorous. 



Session 5 - Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice

Book Title: Giraffes Can’t Dance – Giles Andreae
• Target audience: KS1/2
• What went well:
• All children were engaged and enjoyed the choice of text (humour)
• Children were acting out the ending of the story. They again were engaged by the funny side of the story.
• Children shared their stories
• All staff had a copy of the rhyme which made the session run fluidly 

What could be improved:
• The engagement of upper KS2 children

Next steps:
• To encourage the upper KS2 children to be more involved with choosing the types of stories we shared with 

the school.



Following the previous session we chose 
a book aimed at an older age group. This 
book is familiar to the children as they 
may have covered it in class and seen 
the recent film adaptation. This would 

hopefully be a text to engage the upper 
KS2 children.



Session 6 - Reflections on impact the TaRs
research had on practice
Book Title: Wonder – R.J. Palacio
Target audience: KS2
• What went well:
• All children were engaged and enjoyed the choice of text (drama)
• Most of the children were familiar with the story because of the recent film that has been released or they have previously read

the book.
• Children were engaged with the text and responded well to the CTs and children involved acting out the passage.
• All staff had a copy of the passage, again making the session run fluidly 

What could be improved:
• The session happened at the end of the day so there wasn’t an activity afterwards.
• Year 6 children responded better to this text. We noticed a difference in the behaviour between boys and girls with the girls more 

engaged than the boys. Next time focus on behaviour management during these reading sessions.

Next steps:
• Behaviour management and engagement of boys



Impact
The reading for pleasure sessions have made a positive impact on the 
children’s attitudes towards reading. We have been able to promote a love of 
reading of a range of genres and styles of books from humour, drama, poetry 
and classic tales. As well as this, we have been promoting younger and 
picture books to the older children, explaining that they are still acceptable 
to choose to read for enjoyment as they get older and move through the 
school.

The optional reading sessions have had a mixed response with it being more 
popular with the younger children. The older year groups, particularly Year 6 
have expressed that they would still prefer to be outside at playtime rather 
than reading for pleasure, not because they don’t like reading but because 
they would rather be playing. 



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice

As a school we have become more conscious about setting aside time for 
more reading for pleasure. The children are becoming more confident with 
using the library and choosing books that they want to read rather than 
something that they feel they should read because of their age.
This has been more effective with the children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5. This is 
something that would need to be adapted slightly for the EYFS and Year 1 
children to meet their needs. At times they seemed disengaged from the 
texts aimed at older children and were, naturally, more engaged with the 
picture books.
The children in Year 6, unfortunately, were more disengaged than engaged 
with the sessions. They seem to have a more negative attitude towards 
reading for pleasure. This was mostly the boys as well. In future this would 
be something we would address immediately by allowing the older children 
to be more active with choice of texts and how the sessions run by perhaps 
allowing them to lead the sessions.



As a whole the enjoyment for reading 
has been promoted across the school. 

Classrooms have a reading rich 
environment and the children are more 
eager to choose books based on their 
interests and what they would enjoy, 

rather than what they feel is expected 
of them to read because of their level.



With the more pleasant weather 
the children have been encouraged 
to take their books outside in our 

outdoor den. They have 
particularly enjoyed cooling off 

with a book of their choice!



What can we take from this and achieve next?

Next Steps:
• For upper Key Stage 2 to have a more active role in the organisation 

and preparation of any future enjoyment for reading sessions
• Possible enjoyment for reading session to be timetabled for every 

class
• Parental support and participation
• Continued development of reading rich environments around the 

whole school to continue to promote a love of reading
• Preparation and timings of the sessions to ensure sessions are 

completed each week without interruption. 
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