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Context 
The University of Cambridge Primary School is the first primary training school in 
the country, committed to high quality teaching and learning that is rooted in 
research.  We adopt a principled approach in all we do.  The school opened in 
2015 and is a three form entry primary school. I am the Teaching Assistant 
Coordinator with a number of strategic responsibilities, as well as being involved 
in the day to day learning of individuals and groups. I currently work in Year 3. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2014) highlighted that 
parents too need to be invited to join the community of readers in the school and 
helped to read alongside their children at home, developing their knowledge and 
pleasure in texts. I was also interested, in line with the OU finding that teachers’ 
knowledge of children as readers made a difference to their ability to foster RfP, 
to discover what the children of UCPS decide to read in their free time at home 
and what their household reading habits were. 

Aims  

• To educate our parent community about Reading for Pleasure and its 
benefits 

• To discover whether Reading for Pleasure was promoted at home 
• For the parents to choose and read two titles with their children each term 
• To improve my own repertoire of children’s books and authors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Outline                                   

 

Impact 
The parent book club caused a considerable buzz within our parent community. 
Some parents were slightly disgruntled that the club wasn’t open to all UCPS 
parents. If anything, Reading for Pleasure was the talk of the playground. This 
was a clear indicator that the parent community was positively interested in 
reading.  

During early January, a Reading for Pleasure workshop was offered to our 
parent community. Thirty parents signed up and attended. On the day, we 
filled the room full of rich texts. We used a PowerPoint presentation that 
encouraged parents to think about their own reading practices and habits, and 
those of their child/ren. We asked them about the last time they had read a 
children’s book. Many said they read daily to their own children but this was 
mainly picture books.  

Next, there was plenty of discussion about the books that were scattered 
about the tables. Some parents spent time reading certain titles and 
reminiscing with others about their own reading habits as a child.  

I could tell there was a lot of interest about Reading for Pleasure and decided 
there and then that I would start a Parents’ Reading for Pleasure Book 
Club. 

I emailed all of the parents who had attended the workshop offering them a 
chance to join the book club which would take place during the school day. I 
had ten positive responses. Unfortunately, many of the parents were unable 
to attend due to work commitments.   

We have had three meetings so far with an average of six attendees. We 
have shared many books that we have read or that we are currently reading. 
During each session we have chosen two books that we would read at home 
with our families. We have purposely chosen a selection of books that have 
been recommended for us by the child or titles that have been topical, such 
as Ramadan Moon. We also decided we would attempt to increase our poetry 
knowledge. Talking Turkeys by Benjamin Zephaniah was read by all during 
the summer term.  

                                                       



The book club has been beneficial in many ways. It has introduced new books 
and authors to myself, including some home language titles.  

From the discussions that I have had with parents there is still some way to go in 
promoting the child’s ownership of their own reading lives.  

There are still many vulnerable readers out there, I am hoping that as our reading 
community grows we manage to reach all children and parents who attend our 
school. I feel the way to achieve this is through the initiatives we currently 
facilitate at UCPS. For example: the above mentioned Parent Book Club, Secret 
book club and our staff Reading for Pleasure book group. 

                             

                                    
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 
The UKLA project Teachers as Readers: Building communities of Readers has 
influenced my practice in numerous ways. On reflection, I realised that we were 
encouraging and embedding a reading for pleasure culture in school. However, I 
soon realised that there was an element of my practice that was missing. I had 
very little idea about what the children’s reading habits looked like in their home 
environment. I wanted to have a glimpse of what reading for pleasure looked like 
outside of the school day. Was it a social (reciprocal) pastime, or a very much an 
individual activity? The parent book club provided me with a little insight. 

I did discover that some parents view reading as an academic activity that must 
always have an element of recall and answering comprehension questions. In 
addition to this, parents often tried to influence what their child/ren read and were 
sometimes unhappy when the child didn’t like an old favourite, or chose to read 
what they deemed to be a “baby’s” book. I have tried to steer parents away from 
this practice and I have shared with them the work of Wayne Tennent et al., 
Guiding Readers, to try to encourage a more natural way of building a reciprocal 
sharing of reading.  

 



 


