
 

 

The Reading Review:         
Ben King (MrBKing1988) 

Giving parents and teachers 
the knowledge to feel 
comfortable discussing, 
sharing and enjoying books. 
Aiming to review a small range 
of books each half term as well 
as provide a list of recently 
released books that are not to 
be missed. We will also cover 
non-fiction books and hear 
from an author in each 
instalment. 

Context 

I currently work at Kingslea Primary School 
in West Sussex and lead Reading for Key 
Stage 2. Despite getting good reading 
results in KS2 Sats I felt that the quality of 
the books being read was not as high as I 
thought possible. Therefore I set about 
creating a way of informing parents of a 
small number of high quality texts and 
giving enough detail about them to 
promote conversation in the home about 
them. I also felt it important for parents to 
recognise that teachers are readers of 
these books too. 

Research inspiration and rationale 

Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations are the back bone of what we 
are doing as the TaRs research found. Promoting book talk is a key skill to fostering a love
of reading. Research shows that children that come from a reading environment at 
home are more likely to succeed academically than children that have a parent with a 
degree but don’t read. We aim to ensure that as many parents and children as possible 
are reading and discussing books as much as they can. This is closely linked to the Teachers 
as Readers Research that shows that book talk is essential for developing communities of 
engaged readers.  



Aims  

• To provide a short list of high quality texts for parents to discuss with their 
children. 

• To inspire children to read more. 

• To develop an interest in newly released books both fiction and non-fiction. 

Outline 

The school wished to show parents the wealth of 
children’s literature that is being released regularly and to 
give them a specific insight into a small range of texts. The 
aim being that this would promote a range of book talk in 
the home and would broaden children’s reading away 
from their usual ‘type’ and into perhaps more 
adventurous subject matter.  

We did this by producing our Reading Review document. 
This 2 page document was sent to parents directly via 
ParentMail and was put on our school Twitter page. The 
2nd version, soon to be released, also includes a review 
from a children’s author directly.  

 

Impact 

The feedback from parents has been overwhelmingly positive with many tweeting in 
directly to our account to share images of both them and their children enjoying the 
reviewed books. Furthermore the image was shared numerous times and ended up 
being viewed by nearly 50,000 people. Since the original document was produced a 
dozen other schools have also produced their own version of the Review including Jenna 
Lucas (@JennaLucas81) and Jon Biddle (@jonnybid) their reviews can be seen above.  

 



 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The resource has promoted stronger links between parents and the school in terms of 
what is being read and promoting the idea of adults as readers as well as teachers. By 
demonstrating to parents that teachers also read children’s books we have been able to 
promote discussion and group reading. 

 


