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I am a trainee on my third professional practice in a small village school in 
Cheshire, I was in a mixed year 1 and 2 class of 19 children. The school were 
working on encouraging children to Read for Pleasure. However, the children 
were disengaged and were showing little interest in wanting to read. 

Context

The aim of my project was to encourage children to read as often as they 
could. This was encouraged through the use of a ‘Reading Rocket’ chart. 

Children would be encouraged to read in school of their own accord where 
the teacher or myself would record when they saw the child choosing to read. 
This would then mean that their spaceman would move up a star. The children 

would then see their movement and gain a reward at the end of the week. 

Aims and Outline 



The Chart 
‘In order to encourage children to 
read for pleasure more frequently, 
we must understand what would 
motivate them to do so’ (Merga, 

2017; Groenke, 2017). 



Inspiration 
The inspiration behind this was that the children were a challenging class 
who didn’t engage in reading independently or with their friends , which 

as Cremin et al have shown is central to developing as a reader and 
reading for pleasure. So I used this to encourage the children to want to 

read a book in their own time either independently or with a partner.  

The idea of this project is the children could use their free time e.g. once 
work had been completed or in their Friday golden time to choose a 

‘Reading Buddy’ to read to or read independently, dependent on their 
personal preference. 

‘Reading increases our understanding of our own identity, improves 
empathy and gives us an insight into the world view of others’ (The 

Reading Agency, 2015). 



Impact 
As the children knew they would move up the ‘Rocket Wall’ this 
encouraged them to want to read and win something at the end of the 
week.

Towards the end of my placement the children tried to get the adults 
involved, if there was a particular book they were enjoying reading 
independently they would then want to share with the whole class. 

However this became challenging as the class became 2 classes and I 
began teaching the children in the hall rather than the classroom, 
meaning the option of books they had to choose from decreased. The 
children showed signs of disappointment when they had less options to 
read. This suggests that the ‘Rocket Wall’ had a positive impact on the 
children and encouraged them to want to read. 



Reflections
By using this in school with children who were reluctant to pick up a book, I was able to 
see the children’s views to reading begin to develop , so that some began to choose to 
read.

I found it important to read the books the children were choosing to read so I could 
share books that were similar or would be an interest to them.

I would be interested to see it used fully in practice so I could see how the children 
develop with a more structured introduction. Having been introduced to the children, 
then the opportunities became smaller because of the change of classroom.  

On reflection of the ‘Read for the Stars’ chart it had a positive outcome for both myself 
and the children. It is something I will use again in the future as it can be adapted to 
any topic or class interest. For example if the theme was plants and growth the heading 
could be ‘Bloom into a Book’ or ‘A Book can Take you Anywhere’ linking to explorers. 
Knowing that the class were previously reluctant readers and watching them grow into 
children who wanted to read independently or to read with support of a partner was 
rewarding for both the children and the teachers involved.  
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