
LA LA LA!
HOLY CROSS PRIMARY, MAHON



CONTEXT
 Our school is an Urban DEIS Band One school 

located in Cork City. DEIS is a word in Gaeilge
that means ‘opportunity’. In this case it stands for 
‘Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools’. In 
the primary sector, the School Support 
Programme identified schools based on criteria 
such as: unemployment; local authority 
accommodation; lone parenthood; Travellers; 
large families (5 or more children); eligibility for 
free books. 

 We teach in an area primarily characterised by 
social and economic disadvantage. Our staff 
works tirelessly to provide children with a high 
quality literacy education and develop a love for 
reading. 



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION 
AND RATIONALE

 At the first meeting we were introduced 
to the OURfP website and we all 
completed the questionnaire provided. 
We realised that although we were all 
avid readers, we, as a staff, needed to 
become more au fait with current 
children’s literature. We decided to 
focus initially on using fiction throughout 
the school. 



AIMS
 To extend school staff’s knowledge of 

contemporary children’s literature through 
reading a wide variety of children’s books

 To share our reading choices with colleagues 
and with our students

 To select one book for cross-curricular use across 
the school

 To choose a book for next year’s ‘One Book, One 
Week, One Community Project’.



OUTLINE

 We held a series of meetings with Mary Roche and we also 
communicated using a special WhatsApp group that we 
set up for the project. Our book box was shared widely and 
we loved two books in particular: La La La by Kate Di 
Camillo and Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll. 

 Mary subsequently presented us with several more novels 
that we have all enjoyed reading and sharing, but we 
decided to use La La La by Kate Di Camillo immediately in 
this school year.

 Our school is involved in a ‘One Book, One Week, One 
Community Project’ which involves all classes from 3rd to 
6th reading the same book both in our school, in 
neighbouring schools and in community groups. It has been 
proposed that Letters from the Lighthouse may potentially 
be used as the novel in this project next year. 



OUTLINE (CONTINUED)
 We were completely amazed by our own responses, as a 

staff, to La La La. This picturebook seemed really 
appropriate when we read and discussed it together. We 
realised it had layers and depths of meaning. 

 We were really impressed, however, by the children’s 
responses to La La La: their searching questions, their 
engagement with the images, the richness of their 
dialogue and the interpersonal interaction that was 
generated by discussing the book together. 

 We became more aware of the huge amount of prior 
knowledge held by our children and their empathy for 
lonely children. We feel that doing this project will have a 
lasting impact not only on the children but also on us as 
adults. 



IMPACT
This project has had quite an impact on our school. As a 
staff: 
 We are all hooked on reading children’s literature now 
 We are all more aware of the high quality of several 

recently published books 
 We have started a teachers’ reading group onsite but the 

books have now begun to have an impact in our lives 
outside school. We have shared them with colleagues 
and with family members. 

 We are determined to stay focused on current children’s 
literature and literacy initiatives and publications via social 
media, Literacy Association of Ireland, Children’s Books 
Ireland and the websites of organisations like OURfP, IBBY, 
Amnesty International, Empathy Lab etc. 



 We are showcasing three projects in particular using La La
La: 

 Maeve put together an art lesson plan for using La La La
with 1st class (age 7) 

 Jas created a power point of excerpts from the transcript 
of 3rd classes’ (age 9 and 10 ) thoughts and feelings 
inspired by the book 

 Ciara engaged in creative writing with her students about 
the main character in La La La in a mixed 4th and 5th 
class (aged 10 and 11). The children’s writing responses 
have been transcribed and are presented on the same 
PowerPoint. 







 Her lovely song 
cannot be heard 
because she is alone 
and her la la las 
keep bouncing 
back.





 She wants a friend, 
someone to talk to, 
someone special to do 
things with.

 In her mind she heard 
someone answering 
her so she went 
outside to find them.

 Friends don’t come 
easily- you have to 
find them.



 because she has a 
feeling  someone is 
there but where?

 You can make 
friends wherever you 
are but you have to 
try and you have to 
be a nice person!



 The stars are all the 
people out there but 
among them is your 
special friend.-

 It could be the 
moon, the sun or 
even Venus.

 Remember you are 
not alone.



 …you may have to 
climb to the moon 
but you will get 
there.

 So never give up 
hope.



 Does she want a 
friend so badly that 
she dreams of the 
best friend ever….. Is 
the whole outcome 
just a dream?



 …and when you find 
them they will fill your 
soul with sunshine !

 Never look on the dark 
side, look on the bright 
side.

 Maybe the moon was 
asleep and it was the 
sun who heard her 
song and joined the 
night stars to become 
her friend.



 We must always think 
of our friends and 
make sure they are 
not lonely…. Never 
let them feel left out 
or forgotten 
because friendship is 
as big as the sun!









REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS
RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

The three teachers involved in these specific projects commented that: 
 “Sometimes the focus in the senior classes turns to reading novels and more complex texts. 

We realise now that we can continue to use picturebooks in all classes as they can touch on 
topics such as death, war, love and bullying and can provide an insightful stimulus for 
conversation within the classroom… Interestingly perhaps because La La La was text light 
and picture heavy we felt it encouraged children into deep cognition” (Ciara, 4th & 5th 
class teacher) 

 “I would now highly recommend using picturebooks with children regularly in the 
classroom…They can become engrossed in the story line and the characters while also 
listening to the opinions of others…It was most interesting to see the differing responses 
across multiple class levels using the same text” (Jas, 3rd class teacher) 

 “Picturebooks are an incredible resource to use with any class. Initially children took the time 
to look and talk about the pictures, developing their visual literacy. Once this was achieved 
we worked on discussing the relationship between pictures and text, this encouraged 
children to think outside the box, instilling confidence, developing critical thinking skills, 
improving their language skills and enhancing their ability to regulate emotions. Also, the 
opportunities for integration were endless throughout the curriculum so I will definitely 
continue to use picture books in the future”. (Maeve, 1st class teacher) 



PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS

 It was a great privilege for me to join the 
reading group in Scoil na Croise Naofa (Holy 
Cross School). Our interest in children’s 
literature has been revitalised and we have 
had great fun chatting about books that we 
have read to the children and indeed that 
we have read ourselves… 

 …The whole experience of reading again 
was like a reawakening amongst us: it 
generated professional conversations in a 
lovely relaxed atmosphere…(Orla, Principal) 
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