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Reading for Pleasure Aim
◦ In order to promote reading for pleasure within my Y2 class I decided to read a book a day 

with the children.

◦ The aim of the RfP was to gather an idea of what books the children liked, didn’t like and 
had a lack of.

◦ Some of the books were mine that were age appropriate for that year group.

◦ I asked the children to bring in a variety of their books from home to read with the class.

◦ The idea behind reading for pleasure was that we would pick a book at random every day 
to read(we did not discuss whose book belonged to who, so as to not sway the votes).

◦ Using red, yellow, green cups and wooden lollipop sticks we would vote about the book.

I loved it! It was okay. I didn’t like it.



OU Research Inspiration/ Rationale

Teacher’s knowledge of children’s literature 
and other texts

Reading aloud/Reading Teachers: Teachers who 
read and readers who teach

Throughout the Reading for Pleasure project there were two strands of the current research that I 
wanted to explore and develop. Below are the two strands that I addressed through my time on 

placement.

• Discussing with the children my opinions on the 
books and bringing in some of my collection to 
read with the children.

• Creating an environment where reading became 
a social event that can be discussed.

• Discussing where we read at home and where we 
prefer to read in school.

• Discussing my own identity as a reader and 
discussing books that have impacted my reading 
journey.

• Creating an environment were all children can 
explore their reading identity and that everyone's is 
unique.

• Trying to create a tailored reading experience for 
the class.

• Beginning to develop my understanding of the 
books to read with the class.

• Beginning to understand my class and their reading 
identity on a personal level.

• Widening my knowledge of authors and books 
based on the class and their preferences.

• Highlighting a gap in my knowledge and the 
children's’ knowledge of certain books, reading 
materials and authors.

• Knowing what reading materials can be used to 
create an enthusiastic environment in the 
classroom.



Here are the examples of the books 
we read.









Reflection
There were some challenges, that in any future such activity I will try to mitigate:

◦ I included no non-fiction books, and chose mostly classic, well known books with typical 
story book characters 

◦ Children tended to copy their friends’ votes and discussed who the books belonged to 
and voted depending on that

◦ We did not get time to read a book everyday and  reading for pleasure time was not 
made explicit within the class timetable

◦ There was no general consistency between what the children liked and disliked and 
only one child commented on how he prefers longer books



The Impact
◦ Children started to bring in their own books and discuss why they had chosen that book.
◦ They experienced genres and books they might not necessarily ever read.
◦ They were interested in my opinion of the book and what books I read as a child.
◦ They started to enjoy time just discussing each other’s opinions on different books and 

understanding that it’s okay to have a different reading identify to others.
◦ Reading a book a day became something the children looked forward to and it was 

disappointing for the whole class if we did not have time for it.
◦ They started to make time for the book a day by swapping it for ‘show and tell’ or making 

sure they got ready faster for home time/dinner.
◦ What book would be read next became the hot topic in the classroom.
◦ When the children could pick their own books in independent reading time they were 

interested in what others were reading and why they decided to pick that specific book.



The Impact
◦ The children started to discuss what they were reading in more detail such as: 

Why do you like it? 
Who did you read this at home with? 
Rather than questions such as:
Is it funny?
Are there a lot of pictures?

◦ I was able to notice a gap in the genres that the children experienced.
◦ I could identify an aspect of each child's reading identity and personalize certain 

books to that individual.
◦ Discussing with the children my reading identity allowed them to ask me questions and 

consider my own identity that I hadn’t necessarily considered before.
◦ Overall an environment was created where reading for pleasure was evident in the 

classroom and within the children.
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