
 

 
 

The first chapter of learning how to love 
reading 

Olivia Ramsell 

Context 
• I am currently studying in my third year as a primary teacher at 

Edge Hill University. 
• I love to read books, but sometimes I just do not have the time! I try 

and read before bed if I can; I also love to read a lot on holiday. 
• My book knowledge of children’s literature is limited, however, as I 

only really know the ‘famous’ authors like Roald Dahl.  
• The children in the school I introduced the project to, loved books 

and read whenever they could in the day. I was unaware of their 
knowledge of children’s literature.  

 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
• My inspiration came from the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) project. 
• I was eager to see how well I could develop my knowledge of 

children’s literature, as well as how good the children’s knowledge 
was. Knowing children’s reading habits helps practitioners to 
understand more about individual choices, interests and 
preferences.   

• As: Only 46% of the teachers named 6 children’s authors. Roald 
Dahl dominated the list (744), with Michael Morpurgo (343) 
Jaqueline Wilson (323) and JK Rowling (300) receiving 300 or more 
mentions.  

• Only 10% of the teachers named 6 poets (22% named none at all). 
Michael Rosen (452) led the list, with Alan Ahlberg, (207) Roger 
McGough (197), Roald Dahl (165) and Spike Milligan (159) 
receiving over 150 mentions.   

• Only 10% of the teachers named 6 picture fiction creators (24% 
named none at all, regardless of Key Stage). Quentin Blake (who 
illustrated for Roald Dahl, himself and others) led the list (423), with 
Anthony Browne (175), Alan Ahlberg (146), Shirley Hughes (123), 
and Mick Inkpen (121) receiving over 100 mentions.  

 
 



 

 
 

 
Aims  

The aim of the project was to develop: 

• a wider knowledge of children’s literature and other texts;  
• a knowledge of children’s reading practices and preferences;  
• an understanding of reading for pleasure pedagogy. 

Outline 

• The project was called a ‘book pitch’.  
• I gave the children one week’s notice to think of something they 

love to read. This could have been anything from a book to a comic 
etc. They were also told to consider why they like the book,/text 
what made them want to read it and why other people should read 
it. 

• After the week, the children were then asked to split up into groups 
so that they can ‘pitch’ their item to read.  

• Based on the children’s enthusiasm for the project, we then 
decided to move this into the hall so that some children (who 
wanted to) could pitch their ‘book’ to the whole year group.  

• I then asked the children if they had learnt the name of any authors 
and if they were inspired to read anything new that their peers had 
suggested.  

Impact 

• The children were extremely enthusiastic about the project and the 
teachers in the year group told me that they might consider bringing 
this into the curriculum once every half term.  



 

 
 

• I was able to expand my knowledge on children’s literature too. As 
well as identify what the children enjoy. 

• The children were able to tell me of new authors that they had 
discovered through the book pitch, as well as what new things they 
would like to read.  

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 

• I was inspired by the level of knowledge the teachers first had 
before the project, this had expanded even more by the end. This 
made me want to develop my own knowledge, just like these 
teachers did.  

• If I were to do the project again, I would consider bringing the 
teachers into this as well so that the children can see that teachers 
love to read too. This might then inspire some of the children to 
read more is they have a ‘Reading Teacher’.   

• I was very happy that my knowledge had improved, as I will now be 
able to take this into my NQT year as a teacher who reads and a 
reader who teachers. With more knowledge of children’s literature, 
the children in my class will benefit and hopefully feel inspired to 
develop their own knowledge, as well as a love of reading.  

 

 


