
Embedding Reading for 
Pleasure Within the Whole 

School Community
Claudia Cotton 

Taking Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research to 
the next level at Whitefield Primary School



Context
 I am a trained Reading Recovery Teacher and the Reading Strategy Manager at 

Whitefield Primary School in Liverpool.

 As a school, we are dedicated to raising the aspirations of the whole 
community. Reading is viewed as a vital skill that raises aspirations. We are 
passionate about it and are constantly researching ways of developing a 
community of readers, who value reading and share a common enthusiasm for 
it. Our reading mottos are:

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you 
learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss

And

“Read! Learn! Live!”, ‘Whitefield Reader, Life Achiever’, ‘Reader Leader’

 It has been said that I constantly strive to ‘conjure up’ exciting ways of 
encouraging a love of reading. 

Community Reading Café –
pupils and their carers 
inspired to read through 
creative themes and 
quality texts.



Research inspiration for further action
 Researching into embedding reading for pleasure across the school community, 

I discovered www.patronofreading.co.uk and the Open University’s RfP website 
https://researchrichpedagogies.org and the research ‘Teachers as Readers’ 
(TaRs) led by Teresa Cremin and classroom work developed by Claire Williams 
and Jon Biddle

 Questions that came to my mind were: What do the staff know about quality 
reading texts? What do they read to pupils at read aloud time? Do they talk 
about what they like/dislike reading with pupils/colleagues? Do they 
recommend reading material to pupils? What do pupils prefer to read? What is 
their perception of reading for pleasure and why we promote it?

 The TaRs research findings, together with Teresa Cremin’s talk at the National 
Reading Recovery Conference (April 2018) inspired me to introduce the ideas 
to the staff and wider community of the school

 I decided that action was necessary in order to explore what the staff knew 
about quality texts, what they read to their classes and identify what were the 
reading preferences of the staff and pupils. 

http://www.patronofreading.co.uk/
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/


Aims:

 To explore the reading habits of the staff.

 Find out what they know about quality texts, authors and illustrators.

 Find out what teachers read aloud to their pupils.

 Explore what pupils enjoy reading and who recommends reading material to 
them.

 Find further ways of including the wider community in recognising the 
importance of reading for pleasure.



Outline:
 Two in-depth CPD meetings were arranged for all teaching staff (followed by 

a shorter meeting to look at some quality texts).

 First meeting looked at teachers as readers. Staff completed a 
questionnaire:

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/T_knowledge_of_literature_re
view.pdf

 Furthermore, we looked at the TaRs research findings:

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/T_Knowledge_of_Ch_Lit_FINAL
_.pdf

 At the second meeting we discussed the findings of the survey and how they 
compared with the TaRs research findings and looked at examples of ‘Rivers 
of Reading’ and ‘Reading Identities’ and what the next steps would be.

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/T_knowledge_of_literature_review.pdf
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/_downloads/T_Knowledge_of_Ch_Lit_FINAL_.pdf


Impact:
 Staff were really inspired from the first meeting. Staff came together and 

acknowledged that they needed to develop a more in-depth knowledge of 
quality texts across the Primary phase and across all genres. They were given 
the challenge to name 3 poets, 3 illustrators and 5 authors.

 Between the first and second meetings, some staff researched ways of getting 
to know what their pupils read via the Research Rich Pedagogies site and 
explored ‘reading identities’, ‘rivers of reading’ and ‘shelfies’.

 During the second meeting, it was agreed that a whole school cohesive 
approach was needed. A week was designated where every year group engaged 
in *‘Book Blether’, explored reading identities and reading preferences. Carers 
were also invited into school to create ‘Rivers of Reading with their children.

 *Teresa Cremin’s phrase describing informal conversations about books reader to reader



Impact:
Reading Identities and Shelfies

Engaging discussion in 
reading repertoire and 

preferences



Impact:
Carers involved in‘Book Blether’ 

Rivers of 
Reading



Impact

Shelfies-In KS1 we focused on 
our four favourite books 

Rivers of Reading-Year 1 
worked as a whole class 
and discussed what they 
read during one day. They 
then completed a class 
River of Reading.



Impact:
 Staff needed time to browse quality texts. A further meeting revolving around 

reviewing the curriculum gave an opportunity to introduce quality texts and 
introduce websites e.g. www.booksfortopics.com and www.empathylab.uk

 Pupils got excited about talking to each other about the books they were 
reading. They also realised that it was okay to say ‘I didn’t really like that 
book because…’. Staff then took this as an opportunity to direct their pupils 
to texts they were more suited to according to their reading identities. A 
more in-depth, individualised approach to recommending books was evolving.

 Pupils referred to ‘popular/celebrity’ authors as well as class texts when 
creating their ‘Shelfies’

 My approach in discussing books with my book groups (*Carnegie/Greenaway 
Medal group and Reading Gladiators group) evolved. The children seemed to 
get more animated and relaxed when discussing likes/dislikes.

 Carers got involved in really looking at the amount of reading their children 
do each day and how it’s important in daily life. Staff made links between this 
and reading for pleasure-they’re mutually beneficial.

 I continued to further my research on social media and found on Twitter 
@PrimarySchoolBC which gives lots of reading for pleasure suggestions. 

 *CILIP Greenaway Medal Award and Just Imagine-Reading Gladiator groups

http://www.booksfortopics.com/
http://www.empathylab.uk/


What Now? Next Steps

 Staff need to be updated regularly on where to look for quality texts. Further 
exploration around current releases, books on a theme or creating a stock/lists of 
quality texts is needed. So they encourage pupils to read a breadth of text genre 
and try out less well-known authors. 

 Teachers need to become ‘Readers who Teach’ 
https://www.researchrichpedagogies.org/research/theme/reading-teachers-
teachers-who-read-and-readers-who-teach

 Staff to get involved in book clubs (Teacher-Teacher, Teacher-Pupil)

 To embed quality talk around books by the whole community, time needs to be set 
aside across the whole school. A slot in the timetable needs to be allocated to 
pure reading for pleasure and ‘book blether’ with peers. 

 Whole staff involvement is needed -TA’s, dinnertime supervisors etc

 Further action planning is needed. Setting achievable goals within a time-frame. 
Monitoring our approach, training staff and reviewing progress.

https://www.researchrichpedagogies.org/research/theme/reading-teachers-teachers-who-read-and-readers-who-teach
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