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CONTEXT
During my final professional practice, a Book Week was 
implemented to promote Reading for Pleasure and each 
class received a literary theme – my Year 3 class’ theme was 
Aladdin!

My aim was to engage the class with the content of the 
story and expand their imaginations to immerse themselves 
into ‘a whole new world’. This was accomplished and their 
work from subsequent activities was displayed to celebrate 
their passion for reading and literature. 

With free rein, I was able to transform the classroom by 
creating a Cave of Wonders reading area, a door jacket 
involving Aladdin’s Genie, decorative Palace towers and a 
display of pupils’ DIY genie lamps containing three wishes. I 
also incorporated Aladdin-themed props into my teaching 
to stimulate pupils’ intellectual curiosity. 

AIMS

OUTLINE





RESEARCH INSPIRATION & RATIONALE

• Gray (2017) states that not all children are privileged 
enough to have a home environment which helps them 
find a life-long love of books; so, the classroom has to 
become this place.

• Cremin et al’s (2008) initial project emphasised a 
requirement that RfP became more of a focus in 
primary education and suggested the development of 
a creative, personalised and inclusive reading 
curriculum.

• In a second research-based project, Cremin et al (2009: 
14) highlighted the inclusive and intrinsic value of 
using the school environment, as an aspect of 
pedagogic practice, to promote a love of reading, as 
‘teachers began to use their increased familiarity with 
literature to enhance reading environments and 
organise activities that involved talk and interaction’. 



IMPACT

REFLECTION

• Further engaged children in the story as they 
explored their own ideas for personalised mini 
books about Aladdin and his adventures

• Expanded pupils’ imaginations as they embarked 
on a treasure hunt around the school to find a 
stolen treasure chest; mapping their journey and 
producing 'Wanted’ posters of the character who 
they suspected of the theft

• Encouraged intellectual curiosity and enjoyment in 
reading, evidenced by the work produced and 
children wanting to take the book home to read in 
their own time

• Celebrated children’s achievements through 
displayed work which gave them a sense of pride

The positive feedback I received from pupils, staff and parents, 
for my efforts, boosted my confidence in my leadership skills as I 
faced few challenges during the project. If I were to adopt similar 
strategies again, to promote RfP, I would change the extent to 
which I was able to implement such strategies and share work 
with the school community.  



“Reading for Pleasure 
is Our Treasure…"
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