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Context
• I am currently studying a BEd

(Hons) Primary Education degree at 
the University of Hertfordshire and 
am currently at the end of my 
second year.

• During my most recent placement, 
in a Year 4 class in an all boys 
private school, I found most of them 
were readers but did not discuss 
their texts or show any passion for 
reading.

• Currently, there is no focus on 
reading specifically and I aim to 
change this.



Inspiration and Rationale
• The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) aspect, ‘Reading 

for Pleasure Pedagogy’, encouraged me to share 
my own discussions about books and made me 
curious about the thoughts of others about 
reading.

• I was inspired to participate in a range of 
discussions about the books that are available to 
children and those which interest them the most. 

• At university, we discovered the reciprocal reading 
strategy which I used to discuss a wide range of 
emotions and opinions to explore my own books 
and texts which they enjoyed.



Books to Create Talk
My own collection



Aims

• Encourage children to participate in book talk and discuss their interests, likes 
and dislikes.

• Explore the range of texts that are available and discover those which they 
want to read more of.

• Inspire children to read books which they may not have considered reading 
before.

• Discuss their recommendations and the reasoning behind this.



Their interests



Outline

• When asked to hear class readers, I 
would spend five minutes discussing 
their chosen book; asking what it’s 
about, what they like and dislike, and 
why they have chosen it.

• The children had full access to Year 
4’s library area and I would discover 
what genre they enjoyed through 
discussion and suggest other books 
for them to try. One child came back 
and told me that, “You’ve chosen a 
really good book for me to read!”

• After discussing the book, I asked 
the children if they would 
recommend them to others. All of the 
pupils I spoke to said that they 
would, now that they have talked 
about them.

• During guided reading, I brought in 
my own books to explore and 
encouraged them, through reciprocal 
reading cards, to discuss the text. All 
pupils enjoyed this so much they 
begged me to finish the book and to 
bring in others.



Impact
• Children would frequently come and find me to 

discuss the books they had chosen and suggest 
that I read them.

• After begging me to finish reading the stories, even 
if it meant going into break time, they would often 
ask if I was bringing in more books and would 
express their enjoyment and eagerness to discuss 
them.

• More discussions about reading could be heard 
with Year 4 and most had begun to recommend and 
explain to others why they liked particular books. 
This led to more books being borrowed and some 
were inspired to go home and read more of the 
books we looked at.



Reflections on my practice

• Reflecting upon this research, I have 
discovered the importance and the 
enjoyment of the RfP pedagogy and  
discussing and recommending 
books.

• I am inspired to continue to discuss 
the range of texts children are 
interested in to encourage them to 
share their experiences with others.

• I aim to maintain the discussions of 
texts with the children and to expand 
my own knowledge of texts that are 
available.

• Overall, I am eager to implement a 
range of additional strategies to 
develop a RfP culture within schools 
by starting an after school reading 
den with hot chocolate, and 
encourage children to design 
suggestion books for others to be 
inspired.
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