
Building Book Loving Children

By Rhi Randall



CONTEXT 

I teach at a small, rural primary school in Gloucestershire with currently around 
118 children on roll. 

All classes except Reception are mixed age and I teach 29 Year 5 and 6 children. 

After a few years with a significant lull in reading progress (as well as a drop in 
achievement during the dreaded SATs), we decided to make reading a major 
focus for school improvement.
One such initiative was myself becoming part of a Gloucestershire schools 
network of ‘reading teachers’, not only for the benefit of the school and 
children, but also for my benefit – as a life-long lover of reading. 



OU Research inspiration and rationale
I was inspired to develop a love of ‘reading for pleasure’ in my class for a number of 
reasons. 

Research suggests that:
‘Reading for pleasure is strongly influenced by relationships between teachers and 
children, and children and families. (Cremin et al, 2009).

I wanted to create a better reading environment in my class and re-ignite my own 
reading passions by becoming fully engaged as a ‘Reading Teacher’. Only then would I 
feel fully qualified to enhance children’s reading habits. I felt that having a wider 
knowledge of different types of children’s literature would inspire my teaching, and 
equally, by exposing different books to children, it was hoped that their enjoyment 
would grow and more progress would be made. 

Research evidence on Reading for Pleasure states that there is:
‘…..consistent evidence to suggest that age affects attitudes to reading and reading 
behaviour; that children enjoy reading less as they get older.’ DfE 2012 

It is widely thought that by encouraging children to read at an early age, teachers and 
parents can fuel a lifetime enjoyment of reading. It is  expected that developing a love 
of reading will significantly increase children’s opportunities as they move through 
their education and their  life. 



AIMS

Outlined in the next few slides are the specific areas that I 
wanted to address. 

• First and foremost, my own attitude towards reading. 
I wanted to explore the impact that becoming a Reading 
Teacher would have on myself and the children I teach. I 
looked back at my childhood and then at my previous 
teaching habits.

• Secondly, the children’s attitude towards reading.
By exploring a wider range of reading materials and 
changing my reading habits and the way I teach reading, 
would I then be able to influence the children and help 
foster a love of reading?  



Myself as a reader

I developed my love for reading at a really young age. As a 
child, our house was stacked full of books, and my parents 
always encouraged me to read. On almost a nightly basis, I 
became lost in Roald Dahl’s delicious array of vocabulary and 
mischievous plots and characters and from then on, I was 
hooked! This enjoyment continued through to adulthood as I 
swapped the magical world of children’s literature for more 
realistic fiction or biography that would provoke emotion and 
empathy and allow me to lose myself in another story and life. 

Since becoming a teacher, my reading habits have changed. 
I’m certain that I am not alone when I say that the day-to-day 
demands of teaching and home-life made regular reading less 
of a priority and term-time effectively  became a no-go zone 
for reading. Devouring any kind of literature had become 
solely a ‘holiday’ activity for me – something in recent years, 
I’ve been very eager to change.

Only now, as an active participant and effectively a success 
story of the RT=RP network of teachers, can I fully reflect on 
how my own personal reading habits, enthusiasm and passion 
for reading - can, and definitely has - influenced and impacted 
those I teach.  



Reflecting on my early teaching: 

Looking back on the earlier years in my career, my ‘teacher’ 
reading habits were incredibly less evolved than they are today. 
As with many new teachers, I relied heavily on my peers for 
books that would fit in well with topics. They became the ones I 
used year after year; before long I’d slowly fallen into the trap of 
becoming a really ‘lazy’ reading teacher. 

The books I chose to read to my class were ‘safe’: I chose the 
same authors, books I’d read to classes previously, ones the 
children had enjoyed, and books that had ‘always been used’.

This may be a familiar story to many - and reflecting now - I 
really feel as if I’d done not only the children, but myself and my 
teaching, a disservice by not regularly exploring the huge wealth 
of children’s books out there for the taking. 



Developing children as readers

Over the past few years, it has become increasingly obvious to me that my 
own personal love of reading at age 10 and 11 did not mirror that of the 
majority of children in my class. I could spend ages trying to pinpoint the 
reasons behind this, such as parental engagement and family reading culture , 
personal reading confidence, availability of suitable reading materials, the 
evolution and popularity of social media and gaming…I could go on, but all of 
these could easily form part of the barrier. 

Thankfully, there is always a group of children who frequently read for 
pleasure but I found that the majority had problems choosing books, instead 
they read the same books over and over again. They couldn’t sustain interest 
in a book all the way to the end and many were unmotivated and uninterested 
readers. 

To change this culture, I needed to change my reading habits too.

I set myself a challenge – I wanted to ignite a reading spark into these 
children. I was desperate for them to LOVE reading and be excited about the 
wonderful adventures that reading would take them on. In essence, I wanted 
my enjoyment of reading to rub off on them!



OUTLINE

In September 2016, I 
became involved in the 
Cheltenham Literature 
Festival’s network of 
Reading Teachers, not 
realising the impact it would 
have, not only on myself and 
how I teach reading, but 
more importantly on the 
children I teach. 



Sharing the BOOK LOVE and 
developing a ‘culture’ of reading 

I’ve spent over a year now trying my absolute best to get my class of 10 and 11 year olds 
talking about books, sharing books, reading books and learning to love books. 
At various points throughout the year, we hold a ‘book share’ morning where I 
encourage everyone (including TAs) to bring in a selection of their favourite and current 
reading materials to share with others. 

I started the ball rolling by bringing in a very random selection of different types of books 
– atlases, picture books, books of quotations, favourite children’s books, poetry 
anthologies, biographies – the list goes on – I showed the children that it was OK to like 
different kinds of books, it was perfectly acceptable not to finish a book, it was fine to 
decide the book wasn’t really ‘your kind of book’,  it was cool to love magazines, picture 
books and map books: I wanted to show them that ‘anything goes’. 

The children and my amazing TAs reciprocated by bringing in theirs – eagerly sharing 
them and recommending them to others. A reading culture was slowly unfolding before 
my very eyes and my vision for creating a class that enjoyed reading was starting to 
evolve. 



Book Loving Children 



THIS IS US:
Teachers who are excited by 
books. Teachers who read! 

Giving children a glimpse into ‘us’ as readers was empowering:
The only way to get children reading and to get them truly excited 
about books was to model good reading habits ourselves.



Recent  Reading Work

I’ve been working on the development of reading in my class for 18 months 
now – the time that I’ve been involved in the RT=RP network. Since the 
beginning, my teaching of reading has evolved and continues to do so.

I’ve explored different avenues for teaching reading within my class, 
essentially focusing on whole class teaching rather than group guided 
reading, using audio books and encouraging children to join in with reading 
aloud, using techniques such as ‘tune in/tune out’ - a great initiative shared 
by one of our RT=RP book club members. 

Other teachers within my RT network championed small lunchtime and 
after school ‘book clubs’  last year. I decided to give it a go too. Although it is 
still in its early stages, it’s beginning to work well and has proved popular. 
Book clubs, much like the adult version, provide a more intimate and 
seemingly valuable environment  in which to discuss books and share likes 
and dislikes. Sharing the same book in smaller groups enables you to target 
specific children who may need to grow confidence in reading, or to just 
share a love of reading in a less threatening environment. Whatever the 
reason, there is definitely a place for ‘book groups’ in schools. 



My lunchtime ‘book group’ with our current 
novel – ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma 
Carroll.



IMPACT
I’ve spent the year reading an array of children’s literature and 
rediscovering the impact that children’s books had on my own 
childhood. I now have books stacked up ready to read: children’s 
recommendations, teacher’s recommendations and those that 
I’ve searched out for myself. So many books – not enough time!

The impact on the children is also easy to see. More books were 
being shared amongst them, children are slowly widening their 
book choices, they are discussing books and are actually finishing 
them! The vocabulary the children use in their writing is 
wonderful and many pick up books they’d perhaps never have 
looked at previously.

There is still a long way to go, but I like to think that my 
influences as a ‘Reading Teacher’ will enable children’s initial 
spark to continue to grow. 



Reflections on the impact the TaRs research had 
on my practice

The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research states that by looking at 
our own experience as readers, we put ourselves in a much 
richer position to develop children’s reading. By reflecting on my 
own personal reading journey, I agree wholeheartedly , this is 
absolutely true.

By increasing my own repertoire of children’s literature and 
actively encouraging and supporting my TAs to do the same, we 
have put ourselves in a stronger position to recommend books 
and choose ones that would stimulate and excite the class. This 
was extremely valuable and I now feel more qualified than ever 
to teach reading effectively and to support readers. 
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