
 

 
 

Book sharing is caring 

Shula Kemp 

Context 
I have just finished my second year of teacher training at the University of Hertfordshire. 
This year, I completed my second school-based training during which I considered the 
importance of subject knowledge for book recommendations as a way of developing 
reading for pleasure.  
 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
When reading the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) project, it was highlighted that children 
engaged in discussions about text, however it was only in the context of literacy lessons 
and guided reading sessions. This led me to consider the importance of providing 
opportunities for children to discuss texts in their own time, where it would not be 
related to ‘work’ in their eyes. The TaRs research also shows that when teachers have a 
secure knowledge of children’s literature, they can become involved in book 
recommendations and such book conversations with the children.  

Therefore, this inspired me to further develop reading for pleasure on my placement 
through developing my subject knowledge so that I could recommend books. As well as 
this, I soon realised the importance of children making recommendations themselves, so 
I aimed to foster reading for pleasure by encouraging children to share books with me 
and their peers.  

Aims  
• Increase my own subject knowledge so I can recommend books to children.  
• Encourage children to develop their own subject knowledge. 
• Offer opportunities for children to make recommendations.  
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Outline 
• To develop my subject knowledge I have been building a literature log using 

websites such as www.booktrust.org.uk/ and www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/. 
This allows me to make effective recommendations. From this I have also 
started collecting some of my favourite books to show children. 

• On my second school placement, we had reading time for the last 15 minutes of 
every day. I encouraged the children to bring in their own books (or choose one 
from our class selection) that they wanted to share and recommend to others. 
Children even recommended books to me that I could put in my reading log.  

• In the classroom there were a range of books for the children to read to further 
develop their own  repertoires so they were able to confidently make 
recommendations to their peers if they did not have books available at home. 
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Impact 
• I now understand that children making their own book recommendations can 

have a positive impact on their reading for pleasure. They are encouraged to 
read so that they can share their knowledge. One child shared the book “Kitchen 
Disco” with me, and when I confessed to not knowing about the book before 
they were eager to tell me all about it.  

• Having a running reading log means I am continually developing my subject 
knowledge, so that when children are unsure what to read, I can recommend a 
book based on their interests and hobbies.  

• As a result of this, children in the class became more confident when discussing 
books and eager to share their favourite ones with the class. This shows that 
they were reading for pleasure as this was all through extracurricular activities, 
and not part of their literacy lessons.   

                          

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 
The TaRs research has allowed me to see the range of ways that teachers can encourage 
pupils to read for pleasure. As I now have a secure understanding of how to implement 
book recommendations in the classroom, I can ensure that the pupils in my class will 
share their experiences with others. I intend to continue developing my literature log, 
and include children’s recommendations wherever possible.  

Furthermore, I will provide as many opportunities as possible for children to develop 
their own reading repertoires so that they too can make recommendations. I will do this 
by having a book area in the classroom, and providing time for children to immerse 
themselves in reading. As well as verbal recommendations, in the book area there will 
be displays where children can put pictures of their favourite books, or write short book 
reviews for the other children to look at when deciding which book they may like to 
read. 

 

 


