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Context
St Michael’s Catholic School is a unique and distinctive all-through 
school in Buckinghamshire educating young people between the 
ages of 3 and 19. A wonderful new library has just been built in the 
centre (and therefore heart) of the school which now creates a social, 
reading connection between the primary and secondary site. The 
content runs from nursery-age books at one end all the way up to the 
senior library at the other, creating a space of both nostalgia and 
wonder at the same time for the children and adults of the community.

In order to support our focus and dedication to this and to provide 
clarity to all members of the community, it is also therefore a key part 
of our Whole-school Priority Plan:

 1.2 Establish SMCS as community of readers to support 
improvement in pupil outcomes and develop community spirit.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

The thinking and approach we started with was very much about focusing on our adult 
community. With regards Strand 1 and 4 of the Teachers as Readers findings, we felt it was 
going to be vital that the adults in the community develop their knowledge and love of 
children’s literature so that the reading community could become reciprocal and interactive 
with lots of informal book talk between adults and children. 

Having had a fantastic new library built at the heart of the school just before the summer 
holidays, and which was due to officially open in September 2017, we thought it was the 
perfect opportunity to invite staff up to the library on the last day of term, to take a book home 
over the summer, and to bring it back in on the first INSET/Professional Learning day to talk 
about with others. It was fascinating to see a meeting of staff in such a space, as opposed to 
the usual meeting rooms that we tend to congregate (Strand 3 – Social Reading 
Environments).

This has heavily influenced how we now think of the importance of the library as a social 
space where books and reading connect people and offer opportunities to share thoughts 
and emotions. People appeared more relaxed and happier; they mixed and spoke to each 
other differently, and grabbed books from shelves that created talking points and ignited 
passions.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

 We also recognised the importance of Strand 2 and have created opportunities to 
find out more about our children’s reading habits and practices. We have taken part 
in the annual National Literacy Trust survey and filmed children across the whole 
school reflecting on their thoughts about reading. We then shared this with staff on 
the same INSET day. As a result, our own practice and relationships with our 
children has started to shift. We are starting to have a better knowledge of them as 
individuals and their reading interests just as they are starting to have a better, and 
more personal, knowledge of us as adults.

 Daniel Pennac’s ‘The Rights of the Reader’ has been a particularly influential text in 
our thinking too and has key messages for us to bear in mind which are mentioned 
in our ‘Reading for Pleasure Pledge’ which we created at the start of the year (see 
next slide).



Aims



Outline
Please see the following slides that visually represent (in a chronological 
order) the key parts of our journey so far. The slides are from a presentation 
we gave at an event that we hosted on Reading for Pleasure with the 
National Literacy Trust and First News, and which included a talk on Social 
Reading Environments by Teresa Cremin.



The building of the community began with building 
our own learning with the NLT (a 3 day CPD event)





Developing our understanding of research and 
Joint Practice Development was a key focus



The messages in this text were 
highly influential in our thinking



Taking part in the NLT survey helped us reflect 
on our children’s reading habits and attitudes



Please copy and paste the YouTube link below to see a 
film of our students across the school reflecting on 
reading and what it means to be a reader. We shared this 
film with staff on an INSET day at the start of the year to 
develop our awareness of how our children feel about 
reading. It had a big impact and has helped developed 
relationships between staff and children and our approach 
to supporting ‘reading for pleasure’.

https://youtu.be/b1xueyxuqtM

https://youtu.be/b1xueyxuqtM


The creation of our new school library has been 
key to the growth of the development of the 

community so far



We worked with Marilyn Brocklehurst to create 
an inspiring space full of high-quality literature



We invited parents to make monetary donations and 
put a book plate in the front of books as a thank you



Our Professional Learning Day



Following this day, adults in the community 
made recommendations to others



Weekly Professional Learning Briefings (informed 
by the Teachers as Readers research)

Here, staff are discussing their knowledge of children’s literature from 
the teacher questionnaire on the Research Rich Pedagogies website. 
Click here to see a summary of some of our findings. 

https://smcsplc.wordpress.com/2017/09/28/reading-for-pleasure-reviewing-our-practice/


We found Jennifer Killick through the 
Patron of Reading scheme



We have embraced ‘The Power of Reading’ 
Pedagogy in primary and secondary 

English teaching



We also work closely with Booktrust and have been 
involved with Bookbuzz (targeting our Y7 students) and 

we received their wonderful  free library pack



We are investing in our librarian (Mrs Cooper), 
supporting her with her learning and training needs. 

She has become a member of the SLA and is interested 
in pursuing further qualifications.



Impact
Clear impact can be seen in some of the previous slides which 
demonstrate our journey so far, but additional impact is also included 
in the statements below:

1) The start of the building of a reading community in the way that 
people have come together to talk about reading, what it means, and 
its value

2) The building of a new library and investment in high quality 
literature for our community

3) A developed understanding of our children’s reading attitudes and 
habits and its influence on our own thinking and practice as teachers 
and adults in the community

4) A greater understanding of what reading is, how it happens, and 
what it means to be a reader



5)  Our Patron of Reading (Jennifer 
Killick) is a key member of this 
community. She has delivered creative 
writing workshops, engaged with parents, 
delivered author talks and produced 
newsletters supporting the development 
of reading 

Impact





www.smcsplc.wordpress.com
Impact Our Professional Learning Community blog details our journey 
so far and highlights some of the impact. 

6) Here in this post, our librarian offers her reflections on the impact of 
the new library:

http://www.smcsplc.wordpress.com/
https://smcsplc.wordpress.com/2017/11/23/our-new-library-a-hugely-positive-impact-on-our-community/


The impact of the Power of Reading
7) Here in this post, a Y3 teacher reflects on the Power of Reading 
pedagogy:

https://smcsplc.wordpress.com/2017/11/23/the-impact-of-the-power-of-reading/


Class blogging about reading
8) Impact Here in this class blog post, students write 
about what they are reading with each other.

https://y8english2017.wordpress.com/2017/12/01/the-carnegie-reading-challenge/


Here is what Y8 Avani said:
DECEMBER 8, 2017 AT 7:48 AM

Hi sir and fellow readers,it’s Avani!
I have read the book ‘One’ by Sarah Crossman.
It is about two conjoined twins(Grace and Tippi) aged 16 who have both moved to a 
public school. Luckily,a girl called Yasmeen and a boy called Jon have made friends 
with them .
Grace is seeking to have a crush on Jon and same with him.

But as the mom is run out of money they have to move to a hotel in New York City. 
Also as she has lost her job there is no way how she can make money. So, there 
was a person called Caroline and she films there entire lives for 50,000 pounds.
Sadly, Tippi collapsed and is taken to hospital where they find out that they are 

ill.There is a big chance that they will die but the only possible way to survive is that 
they separate.
They have found out that Grace (the storyteller) has cardiomyopathy which can lead 
to them dying.They don’t have much time to live so they make the most of their lives.

Later on,they go into the operation and it doesn’t end well…
As Vaishaky said I won’t spoil it as it is such a good book that I don’t want to ruin it!
Hopefully this is good enough!
Merry Christmas?
From Avani.

https://y8english2017.wordpress.com/2017/12/01/the-carnegie-reading-challenge/#comment-158


9) Impact
The use of the library



Y10 students leaving book 
recommendations



Please copy and paste the YouTube link below to view a 
short film of students using the library.

https://youtu.be/B96l0TYkicY

https://youtu.be/B96l0TYkicY


10) Impact
The reading of news across the school is 

developing too



11) Some student views on the impact of the new 
library and the development of our community 







Reflections on impact the TaRs research 
had on practice

All 5 aspects of the findings of the TaRS research have been heavily influential in our thinking 
and development of the community. With regards moving forward, there are some key things 
we want to do next. They include:

1) Knowing our students’ reading interests and habits even better so that we can continue 
to support them with their reading. We are going to try to create a ‘Reading Profile’ for 
every student in the school which can be updated as they get older.

2) Investing in news organisations and their resources targeting young readers, for 
example, First News and The Day. These resources are then going to be used to support 
the teaching of reading news and critical literacy skills across the school.

3) Creating more opportunities for our children and adults to talk about and share their 
reading in the community. We are going to give more assembly time over to this and 
create a group of adult and children reading ambassadors whose role it will be to support 
and raise the profile of reading across the school.

4) Developing our engagement with parents. We plan to keep the library open at the end of 
the day so that parents can come in with their children and explore it. Our Patron of 
Reading will also be offering furthering support with book recommendations to parents 
through her newsletter and future workshops.

5) Continuing to develop our thinking and practice based on the Power of Reading 
pedagogy.
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