
 

 
 

Our Favourite Books by Mrs Bagshaw 

 

 

Context 

 

I am a Reading Specialist Teacher at St James CE Primary School in Northampton. We 
are a 2 form entry town school proud of our diverse catchment – we have over 43 first 
languages spoken at home and we have a high proportion of Pupil Premium. Many of 
our children do not have books or reading role models at home.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach 
 

I was very impressed by the example posted by By Rhi Randall called “Putting the 
SPARK back into reading”, where Rhi shared the turning point for her class which was 
a book sharing morning involving all the adults and children in her class bringing in 
their favourite books to share with each other.  

I felt this was something that was particularly relevant to the children at our school, in 
particular for reluctant readers who do not get excited by books.  

In the past we gave children the chance to dress up for World Book Day, but very few 
children dressed as book characters and instead wore the fancy dress costumes that 
they already owned. We had some lovely photos of children and staff, but no impact 
on reading for pleasure for our pupils. 

Aims  

 I have worked hard to read more children’s books and share my recommendations 
with the groups of children I teach, (I will share this as a separate example) but I 
wanted to do something school wide, launching on World Book Day that prompted 



 

 
 

the children to see all staff as readers. I aimed: 

• For World Book Day to be about engaging children in a love of books rather 
than a fancy dress day 

• For children to change their perceptions of school staff to see them as readers  
• To build excitement about reading and books that will continue to have impact 

throughout the year 
• To enable peer recommendations of books and informal book talk  

Outline 

 I looked for successful examples of good practice on the RRP website and on Twitter 
and used and adapted a number of ideas shared by other teachers. 

For World Book Day we planned the following: 

 

Changing the date for World Book Day to fit round school trips 

In the past World Book day has always been the 
same week as our Year 4’s residential, so this 
year we changed the date to make sure all of our 
children/classes could be involved 

 

 

Mystery Reader Quiz 

In the build up to World Book Day, I shared a poster 
showing a number of teachers reading books and the quiz 
was to guess which teacher was reading which book! 

I gave this to teachers to share with their classes, and I 
also gave copies to lunchtime supervisors and with our 
office staff, to build the excitement and get everyone 
talking about books and reading! 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Parents invited in for story time 

Parents were invited into school for story time at the end 
of every day for the week of World Book Day. This 
enabled parents with children in more than one class to 
get around the classes, and gave flexibility for parents 
who might have commitments on particular days of the 
week. 

 

Favourite books on World Book Day 

Our World Book Day wasn’t about costumes – 
it was about books! Everyone was asked to 
bring in their favourite books: children, 
teaching staff, lunchtime staff, even the office 
staff and caretaker!  

The first session of the day was to recommend 
books to classmates, and for classes to vote 
for their favourite book recommended by 
someone in the class. I modelled this at a staff 

meeting a couple of weeks beforehand – sharing my favourite books and asking 
teachers to bring and share their favourite books too. 

Then we had a whole class assembly where everyone brought their favourite books. 
Each class shared their favourites and I gave the 
results of the mystery teacher reader quiz! I also 
read the school a very silly story and we explored 
the World Book Day website. We also watched a 
video message from Karl Nova – a rapper/author 
who visited our school last year, and he read out ( or 
should I say “rapped”) a special World Book Day rap. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tihj7Ricnt4&feature=youtu.be 

 Select a Story CBeebies style: 

After assembly children headed back to their 
classes. In phases children were given the 
opportunity to choose which teacher/book 
they could go to listen to: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tihj7Ricnt4&feature=youtu.be


 

 
 

As teachers read the stories, support staff filmed them, so we now have a bank of 
CBeebies style bedtime stories on website for families to listen to at home. 

 

Older children reading with younger children 

We finished the week on Friday afternoon by having a paired reading session across 
the school. Year 6 were paired with Year 2; Year 5 were paired with Year 1; Year 4 
were paired with Reception and Year 3 were paired with Nursery. The older children’s 
classes went down to the younger classes and children were paired up to share a story 
with each other. 

 

Impact 

Mystery Reader Quiz 

The quiz posters around the school prompted classes to compete with each other to 
guess the teachers in the photos. It was great having the lunchtime staff involved and 
helping the children with their guesses! In assembly there was a lot of excitement as 
the answers were revealed.  

Parents invited in for story time 

We had a total of 121 parents who attended Storytime sessions, and many of these 
came in more than once. We were delighted. 

 Select a Story CBeebies style 

The element of choice was the key element of success for this – children enjoyed 
picking where they were going to hear the story and which book and teacher they 
were going to hear. Many children asked to borrow the books after hearing the 
beginning being read. Teachers are now planning to give children more choice with 
the class story, offering choice, the TaRs research suggests is key.  

We now have a bank of filmed stories being read by our teachers to add to our school 
website – we have experienced a few technical difficulties getting the videos uploaded 
but hope to resolve this soon. 

Favourite books 

The profile of reading has been raised at school. Children are now excited to read 
books recommended by their peers and we can build on this buzz in our timetabled 
reading for pleasure sessions.  



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

 The research informed ideas from the website and Twitter were critical for planning 
the day, creating the culture and launching so many initiatives that will have lasting 
impact: 

• Paired class reading is going to be a regular feature at St James.  
• Children now have lots of ideas of books to read in reading for pleasure 

sessions – from peer recommendations and books they heard being read by 
teachers 

• After practising at the staff meeting and having a go with their classes, teachers 
are more confident in recommending favourite books and giving opportunities 
for peer recommendations  

• The element of children’s choice made the “Select the Story” session so 
successful and teachers can use this model to select their class story. 

 

 

 


