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Context 
 I am the Deputy Head of St Matthew’s C.E. School in Nechells, 

Birmingham. We are an outstanding school, situated within an 
area of extremely high deprivation. 86% of our children are on 
free school meals and nine out of ten children are from minority 
ethnic communities. There are  16 different languages spoken 
at home.  

 Sharing our literacy lives and developing and sustaining 
reading for pleasure, are a ongoing item on our school 
development plan. 

 

 

 

 

 



Research inspiration and rationale 
One of the key TaRs findings was in order to foster reading for pleasure in school, 
teachers needed to develop their knowledge of children's reading practices.  
 
This particularly resonated with us, as we were acutely aware that when we were 
sharing our wider literacy lives, our children had a wider range of interests. Through 
the use of reading rivers, we could see that some were, clearly interested in things that 
they had little access to in school.  
 
We wanted to pin these interests down and felt that the best way to do this, would be to 
carry out a children’s reading survey.  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 



Aims 
 To support teachers/staff to uncover the full reading practices and 

preferences of our children, as readers.   

 To use these findings to begin to populate our reading spaces, in classes, 
the library and around the school, with materials that our children 
wanted to engage with. 

 To begin the discussion about expanding the shared social space for our 
readers that exists between their own and their parents’ and teachers’ 
reading lives and practices. 

 

(Cremin et al., 2014:159) 



Outline 
 I used the reading survey from the UKLA Building 

Communities of Readers booklet which the TaRs team 
wrote. For me, this booklet is an essential tool for any school 
looking for guidance on how to support teachers in developing 
reading for pleasure pedagogies.  

 As a staff, we adapted the survey to meet our needs. I 
particularly wanted information about children’s interests in 
comics and magazines and anything else they were reading at 
home.  

 Children were guided through the survey and then given as 
much time as they needed to complete them. Any child that 
needed support, was also given that, as we needed to be as 
inclusive as possible. It was made clear that their teachers and 
I would be reading them.  

 The results gave me plenty of food for thought. These 
things particularly stood out:  
 the amount of children who were read to by their mums 

only; 
  comics were popular but not always accessible at home;  
 children wanted more access to non-fiction reading for 

pleasure materials at school.  

 

 

 

 



Our reading survey  



Impact 
We followed up the surveys by speaking to children 
from each phase. This was important, as it added to 
the picture and ensured I did not make any 
presumptions about preferences. I went on to: 

 Buy in specific comics and magazines, with the 
children’s input. These are well extremely popular. 
We also send home used copies of popular 
materials. 

 Update our reading spaces, across the school – 
both inside and out.  

 Give children more space, (within the school 
day – important that it is not an add-on), to 
read for pleasure (both alone and with others), 
using the resources they had selected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The information was also shared with parents and carers, during our annual 
‘Book Bash’. They welcomed the additional time and money that we were 
putting in to resourcing reading for pleasure. It also opened up an opportunity 
for further discussions with our parents, about shared social reading spaces.  



Reflections on impact the TaRs research 
had on practice 

 As a school, we have always seen the value and importance of reciprocity. Finding 
out about children’s reading preferences, was therefore key in ensuring our 
engagement with out children and families are authentic.  

 We have to challenge our children as readers but what our children appreciated, 
was that we  valued and built on their agency as readers. This was particularly 
poignant when a group of boys, who loved reading The Beano, went on to create 
and sell their own comic to children and staff. One of these boys said he could not 
afford comics in his house. We would have never uncovered this without our 
reading survey.  

 We will continue to consult our children on their preferences and we will be 
following this up with a parent reading survey. Watch this space! 
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