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Overheard in Cherry Class 
 



Context 

I am the Year 4 class teacher in a one-form entry primary 
school in Cambridgeshire.  

One of the current development points of our school is 
improving children’s reading fluency and comprehension, 
as well as increasing opportunities for reading for 
pleasure. 



OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The inspiration for this was the ‘Reading For Pleasure 
Pedagogy’ strand of the TaRs research, which 
highlighted the importance of informal book talk  and 
recommendations in supporting readers.  
 
Reflecting on this, I realised how reluctant the children in 
my class could be when asked to discuss their reading, 
but I noticed that they could be found discussing books 
spontaneously. I wanted to help bridge this gap.  
 



Aims 

 To pay more attention to children’s informal text talk  

 To highlight examples of text talk overheard in 
children’s discussions, to further encourage such 
discussions. 

 To encourage informal book talk and reading 
recommendations amongst both children and staff. 



Outline 

 Realising the value of their overheard text 
talk, I created some blank speech bubbles 
in the reading corner and suggested that 
anytime an adult or child overheard 
recommendations or book talk, they wrote 
it on a speech bubble and displayed it.  

 Over time, recommendations and 
examples of book talk filled the wall, 
providing examples of text talk and 
prompting further discussions. 



Impact 

 Children use the displayed speech bubbles as models for discussions 
when recommending texts to each other.  

 They have also led to more discussions amongst children and staff, 
leading to more book recommendations and a child loaning a book to 
me to read at home.  

 The bubbles have prompted many whole class text discussions 
however hearing children’s recommendations to each other has helped 
me appreciate the value of discussing books in small groups and not 
necessarily needing to share opinions with everyone.  

 Recording children’s conversations could have been deemed as 
intrusive. However, the children have been extremely positive about 
having their conversations and recommendations shared and ask for 
their recommendations to be included on the board.  

 

 



Children’s opinions: 

“I like seeing my 
recommendations on the 
speech bubbles because 

then everyone can see what I 
think about the book.” 

“I like listening to other people’s 
conversations and hearing about 

their favourite books. It’s really fun to 
write about it on the bubbles!” 

“The speech bubbles mean I 
don’t have to say what I think in 
front of the whole class – I find it 
easier to talk to my friends about 

books.” 



“It has been wonderful to witness children giving recommendations to 
each other as well as coming forward and engaging in more book talk 
with adults. I’ve had some wonderful conversations with children in the 
class and putting these recommendations on display shares the book 
talk with others, hopefully inspiring them to read and share more.” 
          Teaching Assistant in Year 4 

Staff response: 



Reflections on impact the TaRs research had 
on practice 

 The TaRs research highlighted the importance of 
providing opportunities for informal text talk.  

 The Overheard in Cherry Class speech bubbles gave 
children the encouragement to continue with informal 
book talk, but also provided a platform for 
recommendations if children did not feel comfortable 
speaking in front of the whole class. 

 Having seen the impact in my class, I want to develop 
this further across the school, helping all staff pay 
attention to children’s informal text talk and leading to 
whole school ‘Overheard’ speech bubbles. 
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