
WE’RE GOING ON A 
BOOK HUNT! 

The creation of an interactive reading corner at the  
Bellbird Primary, Sawston, 

By Grace Bartholomew and Alice Evans  



Context and Inspiration 
Context 
• During the summer holidays, staff at Bellbird Primary read a children’s book and reviewed it- the 

children LOVED this! 

• We were with a class of year 2s who liked nothing more than to sit on the carpet and read… 
However we noticed they always chose the same books 

Inspiration 

• We wanted to do something similar for the children, creating a “reciprocal community” as 
suggested by the TaRs findings(Cremin et al., 2014) 

• The children would review their favourite books,  
telling everyone why they should read it 

• We based our theme around Michael Rosen’s  
“We’re going on a bear hunt” as it was  
one of the class favourites 



TaRs focus 
The real focus of the TaRs findings for us was 
that children rarely read for pleasure 
anymore… 
We therefore thought that if we can latch onto 
something the children did enjoy reading and 
build on this, they were more likely to find 
pleasure in their reading 
 
Rationale  
There was an empty space by our classroom. 
We thought this would be perfect for a book 
corner. The TaRs findings suggested that 
“reciprocal communities” were  
 
 
 
 
It was perfectly positioned next to the library 
 
It also had a great wall to display everyone’s 
recommendations! 
 

“New social spaces that encourage choice and child 
ownership of their own reading for pleasure” 

 



Aims 
• To create an interactive book display to  

encourage our students to read widely 

Alongside popular 
authors we’d say 
where in the 
library/classroom 
more of their work 
could be found 

We took pictures of the 
books so the children 
knew what to look for We identified popular authors quickly. Roald Dahl 

was incredibly popular! 
Here’s a child’s depiction of “The Enormous 

Crocodile” 
Here is our template. There’s space for the 

title, author, picture and of course the many 
reasons why everyone should read the 

book! 



Impact 

Some students discovering 
more Roald Dahl in the D 

section 

One boy learning where to find 
more Michael Rosen. He really 

loves “We’re going on a bear hunt” 
but what else will he discover!? 

One of the most popular 
books in the classroom 

causing delight as another 
copy is found in the library! 

It’s safe to say, our idea was a popular one with our year 2s… 



Implications for practice… 
• In particular, we will take away the joy that the children had in being asked 

what their favourite books were and them being able to say why. We could 
see how this encourages a love of reading by providing children the 
opportunity to voice their opinion and discuss books. 

• The children also loved creating the posters for their classmates to read! 
Therefore, though we may be short on resources and time in our teaching 
careers, this project and the findings of the TaRs research highlight the value of 
doing so and the simple steps that can be taken to make this happen! 

• Also, seeing how engaged the children were in using the interactive display 
was really encouraging and the children loved going into the library to find  
books that their friends love and finding similar books to broaden their horizons 
in reading! 
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