
Refugee. Kindness. Diversity.

Where do you find these words in books? 

How would you enable children to connect to 
these word as humans?

Miss Kiran Satti (@KSunray3) 



Context
� Primary School teacher at Stirchley Primary School, responsible for 

Science and some aspects of Reading (Library and Book Week). 

� Birmingham, West Midlands 

OUResearch inspiration and rationale

Strand 1: Teachers need considerable knowledge of children’s 
literature and other texts



Aims
� Refugee, kindness and diversity. Do the children understand these 

terms? 

In today’s social climate, there is a need to understand 
difference, or otherness to enable children to be sympathetic, raise 
awareness. 

Also, through exploring books and questioning, the children will 
engage in their inference skills, to engage in emptions and 

facilitate a level of empathy towards difference and otherness. 

� As a Reading Teacher, I will hopefully enable the children to become 
‘worldly’ readers, giving them insight into different people and their 
experiences. 



Outline

� Throughout the academic year (2016-17), I introduced the Year 5s to 
a range of texts to engage them in a discussion around difference and 
infer what the characters may be feeling. 

� The following slides are a breakdown of some of the activities I 
created throughout the year. 



Building a context

2a – give / explain the meaning of words in context

Displaced Escapee
Runaway Asylum seeker

Stateless Outcast

It was a strange and dreadful feeling, joining that endless 
stream of travellers. One or two people nodded, and someone 
called out, ‘Welcome to Nowhere!’ but I didn’t feel like 
responding. 

We’re not like them, I told myself. We’re from a 
proper family. From Bosra. Baba’s got – well, he did have – a 
job in the government. We’re only going away for a bit. Till 
the trouble dies down. We’re real people, not like them.
p. 188 

Definition

Picture of the word
Description

Synonyms 

You have to stand in a line, waiting for someone to ask you a
million questions and then give you a card which tells you that
you’re a nobody now. You don’t belong anywhere anymore. No one
wants you.

p. 214 Welcome to Nowhere

?





Using the picture book codes – COLOUR 

Chn were asked to identify how the picture has changed in 
meaning based on the choice of colour. 



Colour and vocabulary

Children used the colours to infer how the 
characters are feeling in each picture 

Warm 
Safe 
Light 
Hope

Family 
Comfort 
Security

Love

Fear
Scared 
Worried
Reality 

Being watched 
Unsafe 

Homeless 
Lost

Helpless



Family 
Comfort 
Security

Love
The familiar…

Reality
Unsafe 

Homeless 
Helpless

Loss of identity…

Until we arrived in Jordan, I’d always thought of myself as being me: Omar. My father – Hamid. 
My mother – Leila. My brothers and sisters – well, you know about them. I was Omar Hamid, from 
Bosra, then from Daraa, then from a village in the country… and I was going to be a businessman. 

Now all of a sudden, I was a refugee. And even though my family was still there, nothing 
felt the same. We were at the bottom of the heap…Nobody saw us as real people, who had lives. 
We were just. . . refugees. 
p. 205

2d. What evidence is there of/that  X.  Give two points. 

I then introduced the text Welcome to Nowhere. Reading this passage, 
chn were asked to highlight parts of the text where the character felt 

safe and secure in yellow and when he felt like a refugee (unsafe/ 
unsettled).



Refugee children are not ordinary…they 
are different  

Have you ever heard them speak? Do they have a voice? 
Books give others a voice. 

Unconscious Bias 
- They don’t speak English 
- They…



Refugee camp  

It couldn’t have been more different to the clean white spaceport terminal. Behind the 
electrified fence, the only buildings there were some filthy-looking shacks and warehouses. 
There was a big red warning sign on the fence – DANGER ALIEN REFUGEE CAMP! It looked 
like the poorest part of town. 

Lucky’s Mum talks to the Aliens. 

Lucky gaped at them both, speechless. He’d never heard an alien’s voice before; you never 
heard them on the news. He’d always imagined they just roared and snarled like animals. Yet 
this one sounded very Human.

Discussion points 

I used this extract to illustrate in words the pictures the children see of refugees. I hope that 
makes sense! This extract also highlighted Lucky’s realisation that the alien was in fact 
similar to him. 

This extract gave the alien/ refugee an identity.  

Stories that give the refugee/ other/ different children a voice so we 
can hear them. 



Star People and Groundlings –
attitudes

In the harsh glare of the floodlights, a fight was taking place. Several men were piling in, 
kicking at something on the ground, then backing away rapidly. Other men were slamming 
sticks down at this thing – hitting it, then backing away too. They were shouting, their 
faces red with anger. 

He edged a little closer to see what they were attacking. 

Then it roared and reared its hind legs, scattering the men –

- and Lucky saw horns, great curving horns, pointing up at the sky -

- and his stomach turned to liquid. His blood ran cold. Because it was an Alien. The 
first he’d ever seen in real life. 

- Building on empathy – discussion questions – digging deeper into the text

- How would you feel if you were treated this way?  How do you think the alien must 
feel? Why? 

- Why is the alien being attacked? 

- If this is the only behaviour you know, how do you think you would behave? 



Star People and Groundlings -
attitudes

‘Groundlings?’ said Lucky, flinching at the awful sound. ‘What’s a 
Groundling?’

‘You are,’ said Frollix. ‘You Humans, you call us weird names, 
like Aliens and Devils and Scum.’ He shrugged. ‘That’s ‘cos you’re 
ignorant. Still living on the ground. You don’t know nothing about the 
stars. So we call you Groundlings, ‘cos we’re the People of the Stars, 
and you’re the People of the Ground.’ 

Discussion points - can you explain their behaviour?

Inference taps into emotions, empathy…being compassionate. When you understand 
someone from the same starting point – you understand them as a human. 

Can you explain why Frollix and Bixa are being unfriendly towards Lucky – someone 
who is different to them? 

Because they know what it feels like to be different, why are they making Lucky feel 
unwelcome? 



Impact

� Dialogic talk 

� Raised awareness and understanding 

� Empathetic behaviours

� Children have discovered further titles based on the 
refugee experience, kindness and diversity (picture 
books and novels) 



Guided Reading - Discussion prompts 

Who do you agree with – explain why?
C & B – black represents the war consuming the village. Growing as it destroys people. It looks 
like it has hands, grabbing the lives. 
D – the monstrous blackness is full of fear, hate and war. It will corrupt countries and destroy 
towns. 
J & D – the blackness is a monster. 
Z & J – shows the reality of war and that life is hard
I & E – war took over peace, making families helpless and homeless. 
H & M – forced to leave their memories. The colour black stands for ruin and darkness and the 
reality of the war. 

Dialogic talk 



Guard and jackets 
Position and perspective 

Control and power 

Eli and I used to be in the same tent, Family 
Tent Three, but then the jackets made him 

move p.5

When the jackets hand out provisions from the 
truck, we don’t get to choose p.33

Raised awareness and understanding 
Empathetic behaviours



Chn have discovered further titles based 
on the refugee experience, kindness and 
diversity (picture books and novels) 



Different voices…



Empathy 
Importance of emotional 

intelligence 

In the words of Teresa Cremin, a professor of education at the U.K.'s Open
University, by failing to develop resilience, imagination (linked to empathy),
creativity and resourcefulness, the British National Curriculum is “educating for the
past, not the rapidly changing and unknown future.”

‘Other countries face a similar disconnect.’

Belinda Palmer, 2017



Reflections on impact the TaRs research 
had on practice

� I have definitely widened my knowledge of world 
texts – enriched my reading

� The research has prompted me to make sure that I 
share my passion and knowledge of books with 
children AND teaching professionals. 

� The slides I have shared were part of my 
ReadingRocks 2017 presentation. 


