
 

 
 

 

 

How My #52BooksChallenge Turned Into My  

#156BooksChallenge…              Nikki Cleveland                                                               

Context 
Cannon Park Primary is a small, single entry level school 
on the outskirts of Coventry, with a mixed demographic 
of children ageing from Reception to Year 6. 

 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 
From the TaRs, I knew that it was important to be a good reading role model as a Reading 
Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach.  

As a HLTA and School Librarian, I do spend a lot of time reading with children individually 
or in groups and know that I have a lot of opportunities to share my passion and 
enthusiasm for books with those children. I wanted to find a way to share it with the 
whole school in a way that children from Reception to Year 6 would be able to access. 

Aims  
Following on from revamping our class book corner and introducing my own personal 
bookshelf, I realised that there was a core of children who were still actively looking for 
excuses not to read. These normally fell into one of two categories: 

1. Books just aren’t my thing, there aren’t any that I want to read. 
2. I don’t have time to read, I’m too busy. 

I wanted to show all of the children not only how much I read, but the huge variety of 
children’s books being published. This way, I would be able to challenge both arguments 
and be able to recommend books that would match their interests. 

Outline 
Back on January 1st 2017, I decided to sign up to the Goodreads #52BooksChallenge. I do 
read a fair few books so that I can add them to my school bookshelf (if I haven’t read them 
they don’t go on), and 52 books, 1 a week, that’s doable I thought. 

Roll the on the end of January… I’d read 16 books. 16! “How? When?” Erm, well, when 
most people are watching TV or sleeping I guess. But, mainly in the hours when previously 
I’d have been working towards my HLTA or my Maths Accreditation. I have worked out I’m 
one of those really irritating people who just need to have something to focus on, and 
finding new books for my school bookshelf is it. 



 

 
 

The February count was 14, and March was 15. A child in one of my book clubs said “You’ll 
have it completed after 100 days, never mind a year Miss.” They were right. On the 100th 
day of 2017, I completed my #52BooksChallenge. 

 

“What are you going to do with the rest of the year?” I was asked. 

I thought about it, and reset my challenge. I’m going to do it three 
times. It’s become my #156BooksChallenge. 

In order to show the children the number and variety of books I have 
read, I decided to create a display. It was placed in a position where 
every child in school will see it every day. 

I update it on a monthly basis to show the books I have read that month, with stickers to 
mark out books that are available to borrow from my bookshelf. As I also carry out maths 
interventions, I have added maths questions linking to the topics I’ve covered as these 
enable me to bring book talk into a different curriculum area.  



 

 
 

 

Impact 
Children regularly stop to look at the books and comment on which ones they think they 
would like to read based on cover appeal. They will also ask why I don’t have certain 
books on my bookshelf (usually because they either aren’t published yet, or I’ve run out of 
money for books that month) and they suggest which ones I should add to my shopping 
list. Children also recommend books they have read that they think I would enjoy, such as 
The Great Chocoplot by Chris Callaghan and The Astounding Broccoli Boy by Frank Cottrell 
Boyce. 

Children have now set their own reading goals for this year with one child aiming for 30 
books.  

One also said, “It shows me that I don’t read as much as I should and I should read more 
frequently, and maybe I should read a range of books to see which books hook me in.” 

Another commented, “You really should read some non-fiction, as not everyone enjoys 



 

 
 

stories. I prefer books I can learn from.” We had a conversation 
about what he enjoys learning about, and I was able to recommend him a book based on 
his interests. He then wrote a review based on it.  

During a meeting with some of the children to see what they have enjoyed this year, the 
Deputy Head asked who their reading role models are. This response from a former 
reluctant reader shows that the display has had a big impact on her engagement with 
books and reading for pleasure. 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on 
practice 
The TaRs research showed how important it is for teachers to be seen as readers. By 
displaying my reading in the context of the #52Books Challenge, I have been able to: 

• Show the children the vast range of choice available to them as readers 
• Engage enthusiastically and reciprocally as a reader in school- a Reading Teacher 
• Make one to one reader recommendations tailored to specific children   
• Share aspects of their reading lives in schools alongside younger readers 

In September, I will be launching a school #50BooksChallenge and asking the pupils to 
read a book (or two) a week for the whole of the 2017/18 school year. I have had 
complaints from Year 6 who won’t be here to join in! 

 


