
Shackleton’s Journey
A 4 week Unit in Y6



School Context

• Fairford C of E Primary School
• Rural with varied intake
• Approx. 220 children
• 32 Y6 Pupils – huge range of ability

• As SLT/MLT we have been taking part in a Lesson Study 
focused on creativity in writing, and we knew that 
reading was key to this. We already use a ‘novel 
approach’ to writing, but Reading Teachers=Reading 
Pupils (led by Cheltenham Literature Festival) offered us 
a way of exploring new books and enabled us to share 
ideas and practice with other schools across 
Gloucestershire.



Aims

• To develop ‘novel approach’ further and 
experiment impact with more modern texts with 
regards to writing

• To inspire a love of reading/promote reading for 
pleasure (linking to OUResearch) 

• To encourage more creativity in writing



Outline of Tasks and Impact



Task 1: Writing a letter to apply for a 
place on the ship



Task 1: Writing a letter to apply for a 
place on the ship
• Began by looking at advert posted in newspaper.
• Discussed what skills Shackleton would be 

looking for and children developed characters 
based on these.

• Wrote application letters to Shackleton (looked 
at ‘3 sporty girls’).

• Held interviews on tables then hot-seated best 
from each one as class.





Task 2: Newspaper Article about 
Endurance’s departure
• Looked at pages showing Endurance setting sail.
• Discussed how different people would have felt 

e.g. Shackleton, family left behind, the 
stowaway. 

• Wrote a newspaper article about departure. 





Task 3: Ship’s Log 

• Began by looking at Kensuke’s Kingdom as 
model of a ship’s log.

• Used atlases and globes to track their journey to 
South Georgia and considered what they might 
have seen/experiences they might have had.

• Children chose one member of crew and wrote 
log from their point if view.





Task 4: The Winter Months

• Began by considering what Antarctica would be 
like in the winter months.

• Children designed what they would do to 
interior of Edurance to ‘improve life on board’.

• Innovated pages 27 and 28 to create a 
descriptive recount of what that period of time 
was like for the crew.







Closing Task: debate

“I chose life over death for myself and my 
friends… I believe it is in our nature to explore, to 
reach out into the unknown. The only true failure 

would be to not explore at all.”



Reflections on Impact

• Enthused children (especially boys)  –
particularly as non-fiction and accessible.

• Linked well to cross-curricular teaching e.g. 
using maps, historical context, artwork etc.

• Very manageable to read and share in class.
• Showed that ‘picture books’ can still be model.
• Excellent opportunities to develop writing across 

a range of genres.



Looking Forward

• We will be continuing with Reading 
Teachers=Reading Pupils next year, with the Y5 
teacher now also taking part.

• We will also be holding a monthly Book Club of 
our own with all staff and parents invited to 
attend, as well as members of the local 
community. We will be looking at Children’s 
books – some from RT=RP and some of our own 
choices.



Year 6 Book Club – Who and why?



“I like listening to a reader but I 
hate reading.”



Year 6 Book Club – when, how, what?



Year 6 Book Club – the hook?



Welcome!!

Scrambled!!
Think about the map.

Unscramble the names of these places.

OBF LUAD RNRM                   MURLLASP 
ECTH

FLOST DIRF RANZTINE 
QUAONE  



Special Power

Kester finds he can talk to animals, and hear 
and understand what they are saying.  If you 
could have a special power, what would it be?
Why?



TOP
TRUMP
CARDS
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