
How a New Bookshelf Saved The Class Reading Corner… 
Nicki Cleveland, Classteacher 

Context 

Cannon Park Primary is a small, single entry level 
school on the outskirts of Coventry, with a mixed 
demographic of children from Reception to Year 6. 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

During morning registration, I was regularly faced with children who commented that they 
couldn’t find a book that they wanted to read in the class library. The TaRs research found 
that, in order to effectively foster reading for pleasure, teachers need to develop social reading 
environments. Looking at our book corner, this was something we didn’t really have; it wasn’t 
an inviting space. 

Aims 

Back in September, I moved into a classroom with a book corner that made me want to weep. 
There were two bookcases. They were overflowing with books. Every shelf had books two 
deep. It was, quite frankly, a mess. No matter how often it was tidied, within a day or two, it 
was back to looking unloved and unkempt. Despite it being full of books, I constantly heard 
children saying they couldn’t find anything they wanted to read. There were three main 
reasons that stood out: 

1. The book corner was always a mess so children couldn’t look at the books easily. 
2. The children who regularly read for pleasure had read the books that inspired them 

already. 
3. The children who showed a good level of reading ability and comprehension weren’t 

inspired to read for pleasure. 

 

On reviewing the TaRs findings, I knew that in order to foster reading for pleasure effectively, I 
needed to: 

1. Create an inspiring reading environment that the children wanted to, and could use. 
2. Increase my knowledge of children’s literature, so that I could help them to choose 

books.  And to use this knowledge to source new books, which would inspire my class 
 



to read for pleasure. 
 

Outline 

The first task I undertook was to remove all of the guided reading sets from the shelves into 
boxes ready to find a new home for them. It still left one of our two bookcases two deep in 
books. I then started the process of making sure all the books were lexiled (our school uses 
Scholastic Reading Pro which is based on book lexiles to level children), labelled and ordered. 

 
I now knew what we had too much or too little of for our class. Some books were donated to 
other classes, some to the school library, and those that had been loved until their pages were 
falling out were consigned to upcycling projects or the recycling bin. And still, there were too 
many books for the shelves we had. And still, there were children who said they couldn’t find 
anything they wanted to read. 

 
The other Key Stage 2 classes had to carry out the same task, so that we knew where we stood 
in terms of availability of books for children to borrow and which met their needs. We were 
able to move books around so that each class had the correct lexile range, as well as a range of 
non-fiction and poetry. 

 
I also set up my bookshelf. It was, literally, two small boxes of my own books that I had read 
and enjoyed, that I could recommend to the children. Some are even signed copies by the 
authors, which makes them even more desirable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I researched different genres and bought books that, personally, I wouldn’t have chosen to 
read before, but thought might appeal to specific children. Books like My Brother Is A 
Superhero by David Solomons and The Mighty Dynamo by Kieran Crowley. I really enjoyed 
them, they went on my shelf and they are rarely back on it. I now had too many books for my 
little boxes. I needed another bookshelf! 

 
Once I had sourced a new bookcase, and with help from the children, I was able to revamp the 
Class Library corner, making it an inviting space for children to spend time in. I was also able to 
create a dedicated area for my bookshelf that meant I could share and display letters from 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

authors. 
 

Impact 

A few children needed to change books before home time. 

“Wow!” “We can see all the books!” “That looks amazing!” 

The class teacher and I watched as they browsed, and put books back in the right place! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We finally have a book corner that works for the children.  They love going in it.  They love 
being able to see all of the books.  It’s what I have wanted it to be since the start of the year.  
It’s an oasis of calm in the classroom where children have the space to look at books together, 
talk about books together, choose books together and read.  And, they are keeping it tidy. 
 
As for my bookshelf, as the school year has gone on, any books that I’ve won in giveaways, I’ve 
read, and then added to my bookshelf. Any that I’ve read as advanced reading copies that I 
think the children would love, I’ve pre-ordered and had delivered to school to share with the 
children. Book Post is now a common occurrence met with excitement from the children. 
Children from Year 4, 5 and 6 come to see what new books have been added and borrow from 
it regularly -children who previously did not read regularly for pleasure. We now have a 
community of readers who talk about the books they are reading and they share 
recommendations informally and through writing reviews. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I did have an issue when a child who found reading difficult was upset that she couldn’t access 
a lot of the books on my shelf. This was because at the start, I had deliberately gone for books 
that would inspire, engage and challenge the competent readers. I made a concerted effort to 
ensure I had a range of books suitable for all of the children in my class so that every child 
would benefit from my bookshelf. 

 

Reflections of the impact the TaRs research has on practice 

The TaRs research has helped me to: 

 Appreciate the social nature of reading and the role of interaction and affect in reading 
for pleasure, and, 

 Recognise the significance of reader identity in reader development and frame their 
pedagogic practice in responsive ways. 

 

Whilst children can now access all of the books we have on offer, either from the class library 
or my bookshelf, there are still a number of children who regularly make excuses for not 
reading. Their reasons normally fall into one of two categories: 

1. Books just aren’t my thing, there aren’t any that I want to read. 
2. I don’t have time to read, I’m too busy. 

I now need to demonstrate to the children the whole range of reading that I do, beyond just 
the books that come into school, in order to show the much wider repertoire of texts that I 
read (mainly eBook proofs that I can’t share with them until publication) and how as a busy 
adult I can always find time to read. 


