
 

 
 

Red Carpet Reading                                            Jenny Lynch  

Context I worked in Year 1 at a Primary Academy in Chafford Hundred as part of 
my PGCE training at Greenwich. The Primary Academy is a three form entry 

school in Essex.                                                                                                      

 

Research inspiration and rationale During my placement I began to notice that 
reading did not seem to be taking place unless for the purpose of a lesson. So 
after having heard Teresa Cremin talk about her OU research into building 
communities of readers who can and do choose to read, and the importance of 
choice and a range of texts to choose from, I started a reading for pleasure 
initiative in my class, and put this forward to the SLT team. My ideas were 
supported by SLT and my class teacher. 

 
In my class the children were often read to, but they did not seem to have any 
choice in the stories or books that they read to themselves. There were, in the first 
part of my placement, no opportunities planned for silent reading time or partner 
reading time with an adult (as there are no TAs). Reading was set as homework 
and children had to read five times a week. Children tended to speak about 
reading as a task rather than as enjoyment. 
 
I focused on reading for pleasure and put forward some initiatives in that class 
which tried to foreground this. 

Aims I wanted to enable the children to take more interest in reading and wanted 
to show them that choosing to read need not just happen at home, I also wanted to 
make more use of the book corner and read aloud in class every day. So in 
essence I wanted to foster increased interest in and pleasure in reading. In 
particular I sought to let the class choose a book we would focus upon. 

 

Outline 

I began to read aloud in class and let children 
pick the book that would become the topic for that half term, I also encouraged 
them to use the reading corner and I developed the Red Carpet Reading and 
Spotlight Story display/idea — which involved children reading various books 
 and nominating their favourite to go up on the ‘red carpet’ (which was a big book 
shelf covered in  red paper!! ).   



 

 
 

 
This display grew every week and other children in the class showed interest in 
what their friends had recommended and what had made it onto the red carpet.  At 
the end of each half term the children voted for their favourite out of all the 
nominations and that book became a focus for the next half term.  
 

Impact In my class I found that that the children enjoyed having a book corner that 
was in use (it was part of the class but not previously used).  The children enjoyed 
making this a more social environment and began to use it during creative time as 
well as wet playtimes.  

 
Children also enjoyed nominating their favourite books on the red carpet (and 
taking the vote) each half term. In addition, the children began to visit the library 
with me in the afternoons and we had a discussion about the rules of the library 
(using the schools core values) and the Rights of the Reader (Daniel Pennac, 
illustrated by Quentin Blake). 
http://www2.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/Connections_72_poster.pdf 
 I tried to offer them some of these rights and gave them more choice. The children 
enjoyed looking at the books and choosing the books. We also began to introduce 
days whereby a new book/topic was introduced and the children and adults 
dressed up appropriately, this got their parents involved in Mums and Dads at 
School days.  
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice I think that by 
engaging in these different reading for pleasure activities and allowing more 
choice, the children began to develop an interest in books based on wanting to 
read, rather than having to read or being obliged to read.  Reading was changing 
from a task to a need.  

 
I plan to implement more of the TaRs research recommendations for reading for 
pleasure in my own classroom when I am an NQT and beyond! 
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