
 

 
 

 

Book Activity Packs to take home  by Harriet King 
 
                
Context 
I work at Discovery Primary School, London. Part of our school development plan is to 
improve attitudes to reading across the school.  
 
OU Research inspiration and rationale 
I was inspired after a reading school meeting – we were told that attitude to reading 
decreases in the upper years at school. It was so disappointing. I wanted to think about 
how we can make reading exciting again. I was specifically interested in the TaRs 
finding that reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive.  
 
So I wanted to look at how we can make reading a more sociable activity by creating 
links between home and school and book talk at home between families, parents, 
siblings and children. 
 
Aims 

1) to promote reading for pleasure and create an early love of reading; 
2) to look at attitudes to and engagement in reading in school. 

 
Outline 
I decided to make up activity packs, 4 were made up, focused upon: 

1. One Snowy Night By Nick Butterworth 
2. Cinderella 
3. Jack and the Beanstalk 
4. Dear Zoo By Rod Campbell 

Each activity pack had a fact sheet and book list, games eg. (bingo, matching  
playdough with mats), white board and pen, colouring sheets and role play 
masks/badges/stick men. There were also a selection of other activities including 
science activities, building activities and maths/literacy activities.  
 
      



 

 
 

                      
The activity packs were given out to a small selection of children to use at home for 
one week. The children and parents were provided with a short questionnaire to write 
down how they felt about their pack and the child’s attitude to reading generally both 
at home and at school. 
 
Impact 
The activity packs were a huge success and I received much positive feedback from the 
parents and children who used the packs across the week. For example,  
 
‘’She absolutely loves the activity pack, I have to go to the library and get all the other 

books on the list now!’’ 
All the activity packs were enjoyed by the parents and children who commented that 
they enjoyed playing with and completing the packs at home. All parents thought that 
the activity packs would be helpful in engaging children in reading for pleasure. One 
parent commented that the activities were ‘’creative, fun and eye-catching’’ as well as 
enjoying that the packs were ‘’themed’’ to a story. 
 
 Children agreed that they would like to take another pack home. The quote above 
demonstrates how well the packs can work to engage children in reading. The child has 
found a collection of books she will now continue to read and enjoy at home 
encouraging longer term positive attitudes to reading. The pack has also instigated a 
trip to the local library showing the child the huge community around reading in her 
local area. This may have a further knock on effect for reading because the family will 
join the library to take out books and this may encourage further engagement in local 
reading activities.   
 
The most popular activities included the matching games, playdough and role play. This 
was fantastic that these activities were enjoyed. They show the packs were used in a 
variety of ways to expand the children’s vocabulary, help them think creatively and 



 

 
 

imaginatively and develop fine motor skills which contribute to later writing 
development. The children were learning and having fun! 
 
One child who had the least interest in reading, as self-reported, he preferred to play! 
Nonetheless he still showed an interest in activities that ‘’caught his attention’’ such as 
the build your own 3D snowman. This boy reported that they did not like it when his 
teacher asked him to read,  but that he does enjoy sharing stories. The activity packs 
would appeal to similar children. Children may feel under pressure when reading at 
school, but when games make the story fun, they are reminded that reading is for 
pleasure and not for the teacher.  
 
Quotes from parents 
‘’very good to develop reading’’ and  she ‘’loved all of it’’ 
 
Cons 

- Time consuming to make packs (but worth it!) 
- Keeping track packs given out and getting them back in one piece from parents 

was not easy but again worth it! 
 
Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 
Having reading for pleasure at the forefront of my mind due to hearing about this 
research contributed to a class of avid readers. Because it was a focus I was always 
looking for opportunities to read with the children, or make up stories or get out the 
role play activities to encourage them to use the books by putting them on the carpet.  
 
Children were sharing books- I did an activity about my books at home – shall I show 
you the books ? Creating a community of readers who were sharing their love of 
reading and therefore encouraging further reading and exploration of texts. 
 
It opened a dialogue with parents – about reading – importance – joy in reading – 
making everyone want to read more and created a community around reading.  
Reading allows the children to become part of a social community talking about and 
enjoying books together. 
 
I will find out about more authors so can recommend these to children and keep up to 
date 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 


