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Context

I am a primary PGCE trainee at the Faculty of 
Education, University of Cambridge.  
As part of the initial, four week placement, we 
complete a project based on reading for pleasure. 
For this placement I was based in a Year 2  class. 
 



Research inspiration, rationale and aims 

A) Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and other texts  

I was inspired by the TaRs research to broaden my knowledge of children's literature and 
discover a number of new children’s books and authors to share with the children during my 
first PGCE placement.   

B) Teachers’ knowledge of children’s reading practices  

The TaRs findings also show the importance of teachers knowing about children’s reading 
practices to find out exactly which books  children love to read or to be read to them and why.  

C) Reading for pleasure pedagogy: social reading environments  

Following on from this, I felt it would be helpful also to discuss as a class our favourite places 
to read and how we could use these ideas to develop the reading corner in the classroom. The 
TaRs research highlights the importance of creating social reading environments which tempt 
children into texts and offer spaces where they can relax, browse and read for pleasure. 
Within the context of a short, four week placement, this was the main focus of my English 
project 



Outline  
  Having read the TaRs report and discussing what was possible within the time frame with the 

class teacher, I decided to re-design the class reading corner.  Many of the children not using 
it and not knowing what books were there.  

  To begin with I spoke to the children about the reading corner as a class and with some 
individually – they expressed that they thought it looked like the rest of the classroom and 
did not stand out as an inviting space. As a class we then talked about redesigning/revamping 
the area and they decided they wanted to make some rules for the reading corner – these 
were 1) Read quietly 2) Keep it tidy 3) Look after the books and 4) Only 6 people allowed to 
sit in reading corner at a time. Every pupil then completed a sheet titled ‘My favourite place 
to read’ which lead to further, more in depth individual discussion about how we could use 
these ideas to enhance the reading corner.  

  The TaRs report suggested many different ideas  to improve a reading space within the 
classroom which I tried to incorporate: 1) Create a comfortable environment – we used the 
pillows and a bean bag to try and  make the area as comfortable as possible (one of the main 
points the children made); 2)Develop book areas/corners – I was only able to use the space 
already dedicated to reading but once completed tried to encourage the children to use it as 
much as possible; 3) Create reading displays – I used a number of quotations from various 
children’s books to decorate the walls and on the book case had a number of questions for 
the children to think about their reading as well as a definition poster for the various types of 
books available.  



I like reading on my sofa 
because sometime my cat 
called Rio sits on my lap. I 
like reading Dinosaur Cove.  

My bedroom is my favourite 
place to read because it has 
lots of toys and my favourite 
books are there.  

My favourite place to read would 
be the loft because it is quiet and 
I could just get a pillow, cover 
and teddies and my torch.   

My favourite place is my bed 
because my sister is not 
allowed on it, only if I let her.  

My favourite place to read 
  As a whole class we discussed where our 

favourite place were to read and why. I made 
a sheet and asked all of them to draw a 
picture and write about why it was their 
favourite place.  

  Many of them liked reading in their beds/
bedrooms because they were warm and cosy 
and that’s where their books were.  

  I used their many ideas and reasons to try 
and re-design the class reading corner 
(however was limited with space and 
resources!) I laminated all of their sheets and 
used these to decorate reading corner.  

  I asked all the children to take a photo of 
them in their favourite place to read with 
their favourite books – I also used these to 
decorate reading corner.  



‘My favourite place to read’  
Their work was laminated 
and all were displayed 
around reading corner to 
remind them of the favourite 
place.  

‘Questions’ 
As suggested in the 
TaRs report to get 
children to think 
whilst reading (and 
t o  h e l p  w i t h 
comprehension).  

‘Display wall’ 
I used the photos the 
children had take of 
them selves in their 
favour i te read ing 
p l a c e s a n d u s e d 
colourful posters and 
quotes to decorate the 
walls and surrounding 
areas. The rules that 
the children decided 
on are also displayed 
on the wall.  

READING 
CORNER  



The impact 
  The children were amazed when they came in and saw their new 

reading ‘corner’. They were so excited to see their work and pictures 
up on the walls, commenting on how it made them feel happy and 
comfortable. When they first used it, many said that they had found 
new books they hadn’t seen/read before and said that the questions 
helped them think more about the stories they were reading.  

  Not only were the children excited to use it, but so was the class 
teacher, who expressed how happy she was with the redesigned area 
and that she would try and schedule in time every week - if not day - 
for the children to pick books and use the new reading corner.  



Reflections on impact the TaRs research will 
have on practice 

  It was fascinating to see the variety of places that many of the 
children enjoyed reading, in bed, in a reading corner, in the 
library, in the car etc. We also talked about the different types of 
books that they liked to read but also how listening to story tapes 
or watching films was also a form of reading. This experience has 
made me think about how I can incorporate these ideas and the 
findings from the TaRs report into my own practice and future 
classrooms. By fostering a more  interactive reading environment 
during my placement, I can see how it encourages a love for 
reading and provides children with the opportunity to discuss and 
act out different books.  

  I am also aware that, whilst I wanted to incorporate the many 
ideas that the TaRs report suggests, I was limited by time and 
resources. However since reading the report, in my own classroom 
I will try and incorporate as many of these as possible.  


