
Reading Recommendation board                              Taz Kassim-Lowe 

Context:  

I am an NQT working with a year 3 class in a school in Cambridgeshire with International status. 
The class has 29 children including 2 SEND and 14 EAL.  

 

Research inspiration and rationale 
The TaRs research highlights the importance of creating social reading environments that are interactive 
and include considerable opportunities for booktalk. I really liked the idea of an interactive display; a 
display that is not just for the children but by the children too. The idea of creating a recommendation 
board was to give children ownership and also give them the opportunity to share and talk about the 
books we were reading as a class or they have been reading at home.  The plan was, eventually, for 
children to independently update the board after getting the concept of it.  

Aims  

1. Give children ownership over the classroom environment. 
2. Create an interactive display which gets children talking about books. 
3. Create an interactive display which becomes part of the usual classroom environment and children 
can update independently.  

Outline 
When constructing the board I tried to give it a clear and organised structure to make the children feel 
secure about what they were contributing. The book cover, title and author are in the centre and in 
each corner of the square-shaped board are: 
 1. rating 
 2. words to describe this book 
 3. summary  
 4. if you like this then you will like…  
 
The focus book or text would change dependent on what learning was going on in the classroom. For 
example, the first book to appear on the board was Tale of Tales by Tony Mitton.  
 

 
The illustrations of the book are silhouettes. This fitted in perfectly with out science topic on light and 
shadows. Later on in the term, the school took part in Kindness week which involved sharing the story 
How full is your bucket by Tom Rath. So this featured on the board. Further to this Stories from other 
cultures featured on the board as it coincided with our English topic of Tales from other cultures. 
 
 In-between, the children were invited to share reading recommendations. However, the involvement 
from other children was not as high as when a class book featured on the wall. 



 
 
 

Impact 
I found that integrating the board as part of our daily guided reading encouraged the children to talk 
about what they were going to write as a group, compromise and collaborate. The children found 
sections 1 and 2 fairly easy to fill in but sometimes needed  prompting or scaffolding to write in 
sections 3 and 4.  

The impact has been positive. The children feel a real sense of entitlement about contributing to the 
board and look forward to seeing what will be on the board next.  

From this, some children who have engaged in section 4 (if you like this, you will also like) have been 
sharing books with their guided reading group. In turn I have learnt of new authors to explore for the 
class story book.  

Furthermore some children have requested a book club to give more children the opportunity to read 
books that are on the board. Most recently the book club has been reading How to train your dragon by 
Cressida Cowell.  

For bilingual children in my class, it has been a good opportunity to develop descriptive vocabulary.  

In order to create a greater impact I do feel the need to reconvene as a class every now and again and 
talk about the book on the board just to model the right use of discursive language. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

I think that, although a simple idea, it has had an extremely positive impact on the classroom climate 
giving children ownership and responsibility to share and discuss books.  

It is on a wipe-away board, which is extremely easy to maintain. It is also easy to plan and something 
that the children can do independently.  

I am glad that I have taken part in this project and I am looking forward to developing this area of my 
practice as a constant feature of my classroom environment and learning more about what 7 year olds 
like to read.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


