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Context:  
I am a Primary PGCE student. I did my first block placement in a Year Two class, in a one-form 
entry primary school. The Teachers as Readers research inspired me to gain further insight into 
how I could develop children’s enjoyment of reading.   
 

 
Research Inspiration and Rationale:  
Before hearing about the Teachers as Readers research, I appreciated the importance of children 
reading and I was encouraged by the benefits that they could demonstrate in their literacy work. 
However, a workshop on reading for pleasure helped me to understand that children can be 
transported to a world of their own by reading a book, and they can go on to read complex words 
that exist in their environment in other forms. This encouraged me to aim stimulate an interest in 
reading for children, especially for boys who are sometimes identified as reluctant readers.  
The inspiration for my project links to the belief of the Russian-American linguist and literary 
theorist Roman Jakobsen, who wrote in the 1960s about the ‘poetic function’ of literacy, and how 
literature draws attention to language, making ordinary words seem new and unique. Even texts 
that are not regarded as ‘literature’ (headlines, adverts, signs, etc) can use language in distinctive 
and beautiful ways. 
 

 
Aims: 
My aim was to facilitate an opportunity for the boys I was working with to discover that reading is 
not just a ‘boring’ task that you are forced to do in school.  To demonstrate the importance of 
reading, teachers need to make every effort to facilitate children’s enthusiasm about making 
sense of the world around them. I wanted to demonstrate that reading is not restricted to books, 
but it encompasses signs, menus and even comics.  



 
Outline: 
I asked a group of boys who are reluctant readers to bring in four photos of their favourite words 
that they saw over the weekend. They brought in words and photos such as ‘Car Sale’, ‘Fire and 
Rescue Service’, ‘Please Open’ and ‘Closed Circuit Television’. They shared their words and we 
talked about how words don’t just come from books but are everywhere. They also realised that 
through a few words you can find out a lot of information about your friend’s weekend. We 
created a collage poster of the different photos they gathered, and we discussed and listed 
where else we can read words. The boys asked to look at 
the books in the classroom for more interesting words, and I 
asked them to make a poster about the categories of books 

we have in the classroom. They 
were enthusiastic to present their 
posters to the rest of the class, and I 
used the presentation to have the 
whole class share what they enjoy 
reading and why. I had the children 
each make a suggestion of what 
their friend should read next, and 
this gave the poster boys a boost of 
confidence to share their ideas. This 

helped them realise that reading can be social and does not 
have to be an isolated experience.  
  

 
Impact: 
These reluctant readers started to develop a longing to share words and pages that they found 
interesting. For example, one of the boys raced towards me, with an Animal Fact book, during 
reading time to show me that a tiny fish can eat a shark. Overall, the boys started to enjoy 
reading as an activity. One very active boy even asked if he could continue to read his book 
during playtime. The overall impact of this project has been to improve home-school links. 
Children are more eager to share their reading and to make suggestions to peers and also to 
younger siblings. Children are more confident to explore different books and to share their 
thoughts about what they read at school or home.  
    

 
Reflections on impact:  
This research-based project has been influential to my teaching practice. I have a better 
understanding of the importance of discovering what each child finds interesting and offering 
them vocabulary and reading that they find pleasurable. To support children to become readers, 
teachers need to be familiar with a wide variety of books. We also need to able to recommend 
books children might enjoy and feel confident to discuss the books they are reading.  
   
 


