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Context 

 

                                                                

 

I am a trainee teacher in a mixed year 3/ 4 class in Suffolk. 

 

Reading can, for some children, as it was for me growing up, be seen as something required for school but 

otherwise is a boring, unenjoyable and at times fairly difficult exercise. With this in mind I approached my 

‘Reading for Pleasure’ project with a view to help make reading a fun and enjoyable activity for all children 

regardless of ability.  

 

Research inspiration and rationale 

 

 

Research has shown that the teaching of reading is more effective and beneficial where children are given the 

chance to talk and think about what they have read. 

 

The idea was that through sharing a book with a friend a child would be more likely to find the experience 

enjoyable than if reading in isolation. This also has the advantage of including discussion at its heart—the 

children would be talking with one another as well as having adults ask questions about their chosen texts.  

 

 

Aims 

 To encourage children to read 

 To make reading fun and engaging 

 To facilitate talk around books and texts 

 To involve parents in their children’s reading 

 To encourage choice on the part of the reader.  
 

Outline 

 

 I wrote a letter to parents asking for their child to bring in a book, comic, magazine, any text of their 
choice, from home, as long as it was something they really enjoyed.  

 

 I held a special assembly where the children brought their books and then were given time to share 



them with a partner. They were encouraged to talk about why they liked it and had chosen it, what their 
favourite part was, what they found out about their friend’s book, and anything else that they wanted to 

say about their book.  

 

 I carried this activity out with just with my class. Each day I took a small group of children to the 
library and we shared our books with each other and talked about why we liked them. 

 

 I organised a ‘Magical Book Box’ for each class in the year group, where children could deposit a book 
of their choice. Each box came with a ‘Magical Book Friend’. These were little animals (an owl, fox, 

snake and monkey) who loved reading and listening to children read and finding out about the books 

they enjoy. The magic that happened was that children were guaranteed to enjoy any book they drew 

from the box! 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Impact 

 

Almost every child brought in some form of text from home that they enjoyed reading. As a result of the 

text being their choice and it being something they genuinely loved, discussion about their books flowed 

easily. If they did not bring a book from home, they chose one they wanted from the book corner.  

 

I asked the children whether they enjoyed reading with their friends and talking about books. All said yes, 

including children who said they did not like reading. Some said that reading with others made it “more 

fun”, while one child insightfully commented, “I learn more and am better at sounding out with help.”  

Another comment that stood out for me was when a child said that sharing their book with a friend made 

them “happier.”  

 

I began taking time to ask children at different points in the day if they liked reading and, if so, why. For 

some, reading was “exciting” and “interesting”. For others they liked “reading with mummy”, “learning 

new sounds” and “learning new words”. 

 

 



 
 

Reflections  

 

I would like to develop this work in a more informal way, taking groups of children to the library to 

have a chance to discuss and share books they choose.  In my own teaching practice I will seek to 

promote a love of reading and develop children's interests in lots of different types of reading. I want to 

show every child, even the most reluctant readers, that there is a book out there for them and to give 

them the tools needed to unlock the joys of reading for themselves. 

 

 


