
 

Superhero Readers by Andrew Hopper 

Context 

 

                                                                                               

 

I am a Canterbury Christchurch trainee teacher in a mixed year 3/ 4 class in Suffolk. 

After working with the class for a number of weeks, I observed that many children were not motivated to read. 

Whilst they could decode effectively and read when required to, they did not see the value of reading for 

pleasure.  

 

Research inspiration and rationale 

 

Teachers as Readers (Cremin et. al 2014) encourages teachers to make time and space for children to explore 

books in greater depth, share favourites and talk spontaneously about their reading. This research also indicates 

that children’s ability to read for pleasure is dependent upon reciprocal and interactive communities of readers 

where children can engage in a positive and purposeful dialogue about their reading. 

 

Aims 

 To increase children’s personal motivation to read. 

 To provide children with a regular opportunity to read and discuss their reading. 

Outline 

 

 I chose the theme ‘Superhero - Readers’ as a reading folder for each child. I chose Superheroes 
because many of the children in the class were fond of Marvel superheroes, and I wanted to try 

bringing their outside school interests into the school reading context Each folder contained the 

template of a superhero which was cut up like a jigsaw and ready to colour in. In these folders we 

would list the books each child read and their comments about each book. Children could also draw 

or write on post-it notes about the books they read.   

 

 Along with this, the children were invited to attend a weekly 20 minute one-to one reading session 
with me, at either break or lunchtime. I encouraged the children to choose books which they had a 

personal interest in. They had the option to read the book to me or to ask me to read the book to 

them.  

 

 Upon finishing a reading session with me, each child was given one piece of their superhero puzzle 

to colour in. Once a child had completed the number of reading sessions needed to colour in all 

their pieces, they glued their superhero together to complete the picture and pasted it on the cover 

of their folder. Once one superhero had been completed, the children could then choose another 

character that they wished to complete as a jigsaw. 
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Impact 

 

Since the project began, the number of conversations I have had with children about their reading has 

increased significantly. The project generated an interest in books and a desire to read me which has 

carried on throughout the term. One child told me he doesn’t read at home because he gets laughed at, but 

felt comfortable reading at school because the teachers listen and help.  

 

Of particular interest was child R (Year 3) who was assessed as a struggling reader.  He was captivated by 

the superhero concept and, as such, benefited greatly from the opportunity to have someone support and 

guide his reading.  At the start of the project, R was very reluctant to read aloud and was insistent that I 

should read to him. However, after a few weeks, R became more willing to read independently and his 

confidence reading aloud grew significantly. He told me that he was ‘scared of reading aloud at first’ 

because he thought that I would ‘think he was stupid’. When I asked him what changed, he simply stated 

that the ‘books were so good, I didn’t want to wait to listen to you – I had to read them myself!’  

 

Children across the class have reported that they now read more at home because they ‘want to tell their 

teacher and friends about what they are reading’. The project highlighted the passion that children can 

develop for reading, and their desire read with an adult.  

Reflections  

 I think the success of the project was reflected by more children wanting to participate in the 

programme, and have their own superhero to colour in. The reading project was warmly received by all 

the children taking part. They were enthusiastic participants and felt quite special that they had been 

invited.   

 

 Overall, the research has prompted me to make time to promote reading and to read alongside children. 
The change has made the classroom a much more positive and purposeful place.  

 

 The quality of relationships that I have with children across the class has improved as a result of this 
project. I now have a much better understanding of who the children are, as readers and as people, and 

so I am much more able to tailor my teaching and the curriculum to meet their needs.  

 

 

 


