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Superhero Readers: Encouraging reluctant boy readers 
 

Context 

I am currently teaching in a three-form entry Infant school in Sittingbourne, Kent. The 
school also has both a Nursery and a Speech and Language unit onsite. Developing a 
love of reading is central to the school’s ethos; around the school there are many things 
that have been put in place to ignite a love of reading in the children. The school 
currently has a book box in the Reception area, to encourage parents to take different 
books home each day for their children, and there is a Reading Shed in the playground, 
which is full of books and cosy cushions and blankets, to inspire children to read during 
their break and lunchtimes.  

Research Inspiration 

I was inspired by the current TaRs research, which revealed that a comprehensive and 
robust RfP pedagogy incorporates four specific ideals; reading aloud, social reading 
environments, informal book talk and recommendations, as well as independent 
reading. This approach enables teachers to allow children to have more freedom in their 
choice of books, thereby exercising their right to choose books which suit their interests 
as well as building strong social reading environments, which encourage discussion and 
pleasurable reading practices. I decided that in order to create these social reading 
environments, an array of creative, new and exciting books needs to be on offer to invite 
even the most reluctant reader to want to engage in these texts. 

Aims 
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My aims were, and still are, to foster a love of reading amongst reluctant boys, who 
deem reading to be boring and a chore. I wanted these boys to become excited at the 
thought of reading a new book, and to become animated whilst describing this new book 
to their friends! I wanted to encourage reluctant boy readers to become engaged with 
texts, and to teach them that reading doesn’t have to be laborious, but can be exciting 
and thrilling! 

Outline 

As a starting point for this research, I first asked the whole of my Year 1 class what their 
favourite book was, and to write down their favourite part. I then asked a few children to 
come up to the front and present a case to the rest of the class, describing their 
favourite parts and encouraging the class to ask questions to find out more about the 
specific books. Subsequent to this, I sat down with a group of boys who, previously, had 
shown a reluctance to read. During this discussion I asked them the reasons why they 
did not enjoy reading, and asked them to highlight the sorts of things that would 
encourage them to want to sit down with a book instead of playing with Lego, or sitting 
at the classroom’s computer. The feedback that I got from this discussion was that many 
of the boys did not feel connected with the array of books that the classroom currently 
stocked, and wished that there were more books that matched their own interests, which 
in this case were Superheroes and Star Wars.  
 
I then introduced these types of books in the classroom, showcasing them to the whole 
class and encouraging them to enquire about and be tactile with the books. The 
Superhero and Star Wars books were then placed in the Book Corner, on cushions and 
blankets, and left open for boys, and girls, to come and read at their own pace without 
the inclusion of adult monitoring or guidance. 
 
 

 



Impact  

As soon as the children came into the classroom in the morning, they were instantly 
asking questions about the books and wanting to read them, and not just the boys in the 
class. Once I had brought the books in, I showed each book individually to the class, so 
they knew exactly what the books were and told them that they would be laid out in the 
Reading Corner, for them to browse and read when they so wished. The children 
adored this new addition to the book corner; the majority of the class would be found 
reading the books in lesson transitions and also pleading with me to allow them to take 
the books out to play!  
 
As a result of bringing in new books that are related to current interests, I truly believe 
that the boys’ interest in reading for pleasure has spiked; the children now ask me what 
time Guided Reading is, and they always plead for me to read one of these books at the 
end of the day! Although not necessarily subject matter that is usually found in 
classrooms, the aim of this project was to prompt reluctant 
boy readers to become engaged with certain texts and 
ultimately, read for pleasure and not to read just to meet pre-
determined levels. The boys that I observed prior to this 
project, are now enjoying reading these books and discussing 
them with their friends on the playground! 

Reflections on the impact the TaRs research has had on practice 

The TaRs research has inspired me to explore the reading practices of the boys within 
my Year 1 class, and it has also allowed me to explore the many different ways that 
reluctant boys approach reading. This research has pushed me to develop a love of 
reading within the reluctant boy readers in my class, 
through simply acquiring more books that match their 
current interests; just the simple addition of new books 
into the book corner has ignited an interest in reading, and 
has constructed stronger social reading environments 
where children, and boys in particular, are sharing their 
favourite texts with their peers and are constantly asking 
when more of these types of books will be available! 
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