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Context 
I am currently working as a Trainee Teacher in a Year 3 class. My school follows the scheme of Reciprocal 
Reading and during the guided reading sessions, the class teacher will read with a different group every day 
whilst the others complete the follow up task or silent reading. I noticed whilst observing the class that those 
children who were silent reading during the guided reading slot were not engaging in their books. Many were 
distracted and became involved in talking with peers on the table and others were reading without 
understanding what they were reading. During my observation, I questioned some of the children who had 
been silent reading and asked them if they could tell me one thing that had happened in the story; many 
hesitated and were unable to explain the plot. Thus, my focus was to get children to enjoy reading again and 
be motivated to read so that they are able to pick up a book and actually want to read. I decided to work with 
my group and read through the story ‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl, an author that excited many children when I 
mentioned to them it would be one of his books that we were going to be reading.  

Research inspiration and rationale 
I found the research conducted by the Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research very useful. Their RfP pedagogy 
revealed that there were four reading practices that teachers should look into and try to incorporate into their 
classrooms. These consisted of: social reading environments, reading aloud, independent reading and 
informal book talk and recommendations. They also put forward that these practices would only be successful 
if teachers also widened their knowledge of children’s literature and made the effort to allow time for children 
to explore their favourite texts and be able to talk about books informally. Therefore, it was very much 
dependent on the teachers making that extra effort to change the way reading is done in their classrooms and 
to make it more engaging for children. In addition, during my research on reading in the classroom, I found 
Michael Lockwood’s book on Reading for Pleasure useful. Lockwood discussed that in KS2 progression in 
reading is measured by children understanding the texts by engaging and responding to them. He argued that 
teachers should introduce the idea of collaborative learning during their reading times; they should ensure that 
there are opportunities for group activities where children can read and talk about texts together. As a result 
of this research, I made it my goal to encourage children to work in a group and have the confidence to read 
aloud whilst engaging in activities that could help them connect and understand the text better.  
Aims  
My aim was to work with this group and read aloud whilst engaging them in various activities that would help 
with their understanding of the story. I wanted the children to have an interest in wanting to read the story 
rather than it being part of their routine which disconnects a lot of them from reading. Moreover, my aim was 
to get children to have the confidence to read aloud in a group and it was therefore important to ensure children 
were following the story and engaging with it. I also wanted to involve a series of activities such as character 
descriptions and creating a ‘wanted’ poster for one of the characters to allow children to have the opportunity 
to write creatively.  

Outline 
I worked with a group of 6 and ensured that the reading activity took place on the carpet every morning during 
the guided reading session. As a group we read through some of the text ‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl. The 
emphasis was to get children to have the confidence to read aloud and read with some expression. I also 
ensured that I was involved in the reading aloud and read with expression, for some children this was a good 
way to model what they could do and one did follow by reading louder and adding some expression in his 
voice. For the first two days, the focus was on promoting reading aloud and getting children to actually be 
interested in reading the story. When researching what books were popular amongst Year 3 children, ‘The 
Twits’ came up quite strongly. Thus, when I introduced this to the children they were excited to read it and did 
show interest in wanting to read on. I then wanted to bring in some activities that the children could participate 
in which would engage them into the story and secure their understanding of the characters. For the first 
activity, the children came up with some descriptive words to describe Mr Twit which would eventually help 
them when it came to writing their ‘Wanted’ poster of him.  



Impact 
The impact of reading aloud together as a group had a positive effect on children’s understanding of key 
concepts in the story. They were excited to fill out the Wanted poster and showed great participation within 
the sessions. By working together as a group and reading aloud, I noticed that children were also more willing 
to want to read on and had showed more interest in the guided reading sessions than they had done before. 
It showed that by engaging them with a book that they were familiar with and involving activities in the sessions, 
it increased their interest and motivation to read. In the Wanted posters the children were also using great 
descriptive language and incorporating what they had learnt in their English lessons, like different sentence 
types such as exclamations. 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 
The TaRs research has enabled me to gain a better understanding of how important reading is and the 
different ways teachers can incorporate reading into their lessons. By working with the children and helping 
them to work on their reading aloud skills, it has shown me how many children are disinterested in reading 
and their lack of confidence to read. Therefore, it has given me motivation to want to read more with children 
in the classroom and stimulate them to actually want to pick up a book and read. It has also enabled me to 
see how vital it is to engage children.  It is good to read to children but teachers have to go a step further 
and organise activities that will help their understanding of the text.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


