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Context: 
I am a PGCE Primary student at Canterbury Christchurch University currently based 
at an independent school in Kent. This is my first placement and I have now been 
teaching in my class of 7-9 year olds for 4 weeks. The class is mixed Year 3 and 
Year 4 children. Since engaging with a reading for pleasure workshop in university I 
have been inspired to open up the world of reading to children and show them that 
reading is not just about school books but about anything they enjoy.  
 
Research inspiration and rationale: 
I was first inspired to evolve reading for pleasure during a workshop led by Teresa 
Cremin at university. This prompted me to investigate further into the TaRs 
research. Upon engaging with this research I was able to see the different things 
that can make a profound impact on fostering reading for pleasure. Two of these 
specifically caught my attention. The first one was the importance of having a 
robust knowledge of your children’s reading practices and the second point was 
that it is important that children have reading communities that are reciprocal and 
interactive. As a result of these points I decided that I wanted to not only expand 
my knowledge of the children’s reading practices but also expand the knowledge of 
my children, around the different types of reading. I believed that if I could expand 
my knowledge around the type of reading the children engage with outside of 
school set reading then I could start to learn more about what each of the children 
like and therefore recommend texts to the children that may fit in with their 
interests which will then encourage reading for pleasure.  
 
Aims: 
My overall aim was to enable children to see that reading is more than what you 
have to do as part of a school day and as homework. I also wanted the children to 
see that influential people in their lives such as their parents, grandparents, 
siblings, teachers and peers also read lots of different types of texts throughout the 
day because they want to and not because they have to. I also wanted to learn about 
the things that the children love so that I can make informed choices and 
suggestions to them about books they may like to read just for pleasure. 
 
 



 
Outline: 
During my first placement at my base school, I used one session a week to look at 
reading for pleasure with the class. In the first session I introduced reading for 
pleasure and explained to children that I was doing some research as part of my 
teacher training to look at what children like to read and how teachers can 
encourage children to read because they like too rather than because they have too.  
 
On the whiteboard I wrote reading for pleasure in the middle and asked all the 
children to give me ideas of things they liked to read. Then we moved onto other 
types of reading that there was. By the end of the session we had filled up the board 
completely and the children were really shocked that there were so many different 
things to read. 
 

 
  
They were all excited to talk about other things they liked to read but previously did 
not consider as reading. This prompted a lot of informal talk about reading 
throughout the rest of the day and the following day. At the end of the first session 
I asked the children to think about their two favourite things to read for the 
following week. During the second session I asked the children to draw a picture of 
the two things they liked to read the most. I also asked them to write a sentence on 
a piece of paper about their favourite reading. Once the children had drawn their 
pictures, I asked them to share these with at least two other children in the room to 



allow them to become interested in what other children were enjoying and perhaps 
encourage them to seek that text out at another point in time. In this session I 
asked the children to go home and ask their family members what they read and to 
bring in pictures or write this information down. This was for the children to see 
that their peers and their family members read every day whether it be social media, 
recipes, newspapers, books, magazines or something else completely different. 
This reinforced to the children that reading doesn’t have to start with books. One of 
the children made a whole scrap book about what her family reads at home which 
surprised me and it was absolutely lovely. 

        

                               

 



On the final session, I brought in an A1 piece of card for the children to stick down 
all the different parts that we had looked at. I also included things that the class 
teacher and I liked to read.  
 

 
 
Impact: 
The impact of this project could be seen from the first week. The children began 
talking to their friends about what they liked to read. They spoke to the class 
teacher and me about what they had been reading with their families and what their 
family members liked to read. This quickly developed into the children sharing 
books, magazines and gaming information manuals. The children also began to ask 
if they could read in their free time.  
 
The biggest influence this project has had for me is learning more about what the 
children like and dislike and how I can and have used this information to encourage 
and recommend different reading materials for them. I have also discovered that I 
need to widen my knowledge of children’s literature even further to ensure I can 
promote all different types of texts that will appeal to the variety of children that 
will come through my classroom in the future.  
 



 
 
Reflection: 
This research, prompted by the TaRs project has made a huge impact on my current 
and future practice. I now fully recognise and understand that the relationship 
between reading for pleasure and reading ability is huge and that teachers need to 
know what their children like to read. Further to this, reading for pleasure can 
develop confidence within children. However, to promote reading for pleasure with 
children, it is important to be a teacher that reads and has a diverse and ongoing 
repertoire of children’s literature.  
 
As a result of these revelations I have made a pledge to myself to expand my 
knowledge of children’s literature across all ranges. I also plan to recreate a project 
similar to this when I have a class of my own and hope to be able to expand this 
across the whole school that I am working in over time, to enable me to open up 
children’s eyes to the huge world of reading.  
 
 


