
Classic Children’s Literature - Reading for Pleasure
Context 

I have just completed a Year 4 placement in a school in East Ham, London. It was a large school and able to 
provide important resources such as a well stocked library, reading spaces in most classrooms and even hosts a 
reading centre where parents and children can come together to develop their knowledge and love of reading. 

Research Inspiration & Rationale  

I was not aware of the TaR’s research prior to this placement but I believe it’s findings make perfect sense. Children 
will only read for pleasure if that reading encompasses elements that we all know children love - social reading 
environments adapted specifically for them, the chance to vocalise and act out their reading and being able to add 
their own imagination to the story they are reading. Primary schools provide the perfect environment to foster this 
reading pleasure by bringing together a wealth of reading knowledge in the form of teachers and space for children 
to come together, discuss and get lost in the world of reading.  

Aims 

I wanted to introduce a favourite book of mine 
to the class that would tweak their imagination. 
This was The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth 
Grahame. It is classic children’s literature but 
as I expected, none of them had heard of it. I 
was well aware that due to its style of writing 
and the fact that many in my class are children 
with English as an additional language (EAL), 
this may have accounted for it.  

I was determined to see if through a 
combination of sharing my knowledge, getting 
them involved in role-play and dress-up and 
having them read aloud to each other, would 
they genuinely enjoy reading this book and 
sharing it with others.  

Outline 

I started with four children, two of whom 
spoke EAL and were not particularly strong 
readers. The other two I choose because 
they mentioned they enjoyed reading. I 
thought this would be important in supporting 
EAL learners and eventually getting others in 
the class involved. Our first get together 
involved discussion of our reading habits with 
likes and dislikes. I introduced the novel to 
them and asked that they find out as much as 
they could for our next meeting.  

I brought along props for our next meeting, 
we got into costume and discussed the 
characters. I tasked them with telling others 
in their class about the book. The reading 
area in the classroom was set up with the 
theme of the book giving the children a 
chance to read extracts, get in character and 
generally have fun with the book. Eventually 
we were having whole class discussion about 
the themes in the book, their opinions on 
characters and their enjoyment of the story. 



Impact 

My methods had a much greater impact than I 
imagined within such a short period of time. 
One week after getting together with those 4 
children, others in the classroom were pleading 
to be involved in the book discussion. Others 
who had started reading the story or finding out 
about it at home would tell the others what they 
knew. They all wanted to be a character from 
the book and act out scenes they had read. It 
even evolved into the children wanting to 
develop their ideas into a play, using their own 
break time to come up with scenes and 
deciding who would play who. 

Having the reading area set up with the chance 
to use the props I had supplied was vital to 
grabbing their interest and getting them 
involved. Having one book that their reading 
area is themed around and several children 
more knowledgeable about it enabled my aim 
to be successful- that is, that this book is 
enjoyable and lets all get involved reading it. 
On my final day I asked one of the children 
what is it that you have liked about the book 
and the activities we have been doing. Her 
response was - “the book is really fun because 
you pretend to be an animal but talk like people 
and I really love wearing my toad mask and 
hopping around with my friends.”  

Reflections on the Impact the TaR’s Research had on 
Practice 

While I may not have been able to read to them much of the story directly, 
I am very encouraged by the pupils themselves and the work they have 
put into it. I am confident that the positive experience they have had will 
stay with them as they grow older and (hopefully) start to read more. I only 
wish that I could have had longer with my class and the story. It would be 
fascinating to see how it may have turned out if I was there to provide 
encouragement and set aside time to read to the class the book in its 
entirety.  




