
Reading in Pairs  

Context  

 

This activity was conducted in a junior school, which is part of a 
Federation of two schools in East Ham, London.  

It is a large school, with 4 forms in Year 5. I am SCITT PGCE trainee in the London borough of Newham. 
School management came in to talk to us about the reading culture at the school, as well as introduce us to 
the work of Teresa Cremin and Pie Corbett. 

 

Research inspiration and rationale 
My research has been greatly influenced by the Teachers as Readers project findings(Cremin et al., 2014). 
This outlined the reading for pleasure pedagogy, dividing different practices into: reading aloud, informal 
booktalk and recommendations, social reading environments and independent reading time.  

The research project emphasised the importance of teachers having a considerable knowledge of children’s 
literature, in order to encourage and allow students access to a wide range of inspiring and enriching texts. It 
also encouraged a deeper knowledge of children’s reading practices outside of school, so that teachers can 
actively and strategically offer book recommendations based on their interests.  

The different orientations of reading for pleasure and reading instruction can be summarised by the 
continuum below: 

  

 

Furthermore, I was inspired by the school’s own practice of holding a Reading Café once a term, where 
students read in groups, café pastries are often provided, parents come into class and the whole school 
transforms into a large reading community. I decided to make it a focus to recreate this if possible, on a 
smaller scale. 
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Aims  

It was my aim to foster a love of reading within my focus group of six children, where they not only choose to 
read, but choose to stretch themselves. I wanted to heavily incorporate ‘pupil voice’, where their opinions are 
heard and they are involved when it comes to their own reading. 

I chose to get them to read aloud in pairs, as this is a very engaging activity, and by trying to incorporate 
social interaction, I hoped that it would remind them that reading is not just simply a routine or classroom 
activity.  

 

Outline 
Firstly, I found out more about my student’s attitudes towards reading by talking to them, and handing out a 
simple questionnaire. I found that only half of my group were strong or avid readers, and none had what 
seemed to be a supporting reading culture at home.  

Next, to incorporate pupil-voice, I handed out a list where they could write their top 5 favourite books. I did 
not draw on these recommendations, as I wanted to look beyond the obvious well-known choices; however, 
I relied on this to help guide me with what area to focus on. The result was adventure and mystery books 
and, following this, I searched the school library to find twelve books that I thought would be appealing and 
vivid in plot, characters and language.  

The children were very excited to be taken out of class to the school library, where they chose one book out 
of the twelve, and got into pairs. Each pair would swap over after 15 minutes, so that all would have a 
chance to read and share their stories. Finally, I conducted in-depth interviews to find out their responses. 

  

                                        
The books chosen were: 

 
Atticus Claw Settles a Score – Jennifer Gray 
Urban Outlaws: Blackout – Peter Jay Black 
Dear Scarlett – Fleur Hitchcock  

 

Impact 
The children enjoyed the activity and interaction, with one student commenting on his partner: “he’s a good 
reader, you know!” and another discussing and preferring her partner’s book to her own. 

However, most students mentioned some vocabulary that they could not understand, and not all enjoyed 
reading aloud, although this was intrinsically linked to difficulty level , for example: “if I read it in my mind, it’s 
more better… cos I can work words in my mind. But like, if you’re reading out loud you won’t get that word, 
so you’re just going to get stuck on it”, “I don’t feel comfortable reading out loud. I find it more… I understand 
a bit more when I read in my head”.  

 

 

The Abominables – Eva Ibbotson 
Arsenic for Tea – Robin Stevens 
The Black Dragon: Mysterium – Julian Sedgwick 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to make the distinction that almost all students still enjoyed what they read and would be 
happy to read with a partner again. Furthermore, one of the benefits of reading is vocabulary development 
and being exposed to words not normally found in everyday conversation. Although some of the group may 
have struggled in this area, it may be in fact a by-product of them starting to engage with a wider range of 
texts. 

In addition, it was clear that some students were not previously stretching themselves. By choosing different 
texts, although at somewhat too high a level, it broke their routine and they experienced aspects of reading 
that they hadn’t before. In fact, one student mentioned that he was keen to only read chapter books from 
now on. Therefore, I believe the children were successfully supported and nudged in relation to their current 
reading habits. 

 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 
I wanted to: 

1) Encourage children to read a wider range of books 
2) Get students read to each other, particularly as in Year 5 they might not be read to as much as 

younger children 
3) Create a social and interactive aspect to reading, for more engagement 

I believe this activity fulfilled these criteria, however if I were to carry this out again, I would adjust some of 
the book choices to a more appropriate level in order to maximise the impact for all children. 

The TaRs research really opened my eyes to the importance of reading for pleasure and helped me foster a 
more communal approach to reading. Exploring different texts not only expanded the children’s view of 
reading, but also my own, and they began to think about their own reading choices. Students were more 
engaged and I hope to continue to build on this in future. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


