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CONTEXT

I currently work at Manorfield CofE Primary School in Stoney 
Stanton, which is part of the Embrace Multi Academy Trust. I have 
experience teaching in EYFS, KS1 and KS2, and I’m currently 
happily teaching in Year 5. 

At Manorfield Primary School, every child is part of the 
Manorfield Family. We aim to offer our children an exciting 
curriculum, that nurtures a love of learning as well as developing 
them as individuals.  



CONTEXT

Developing Reading For Pleasure and creating a school that 
embraces reading is on the school development plan and over 
the last few years, many changes have been put into place 
across the school to support this. 



CONTEXT

Manorfield School provides an inclusive 
education and is fully committed to 
recognising and responding to the diverse 
needs of our children by helping pupils to 
manage their behaviour and their emotions, 
particularly trauma or stress.

Reading for pleasure has been identified as 
an area to benefit this particular strand and 
therefore marries perfectly with the school 
ethos and vision. 



CONTEXT



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE

The findings of the Open University’s Teachers as Readers (TaRs) (Cremin et 
al., 2014)  are all equally important and each strand has been addressed 
within school, but I wish to talk more about how I use Reading Ambassadors 
to: 

1. Embed reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:
 Social reading environments
 Reading aloud
 Independent reading
 Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

2. Enable Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach

3. Cultivate reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. 



AIMS

 Books are powerful. I have 
blogged about this before. Books 
have the power to shape and 
influence your knowledge and 
understanding, excite and inspire 
you, evoke emotion and allow you 
to make deep connections with 
characters that help you to find 
your space in the world. 



AIMS

 By embedding a culture of Reading for Pleasure within school, 
those key ‘powers’ will allow children to leave Manorfield as 
confident, resilient individuals who can tackle what life throws their 
way. 
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blogged about this before. Books 
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influence your knowledge and 
understanding, excite and inspire 
you, evoke emotion and allow you 
to make deep connections with 
characters that help you to find 
your space in the world. 



An RfP pedagogy, encompassing:

5. Reciprocal and interactive 
reading communities.

READING AMBASSADORS 

If there is one thing teachers all come to realise 
pretty quickly, it is that children model us in 
everything we do. I realised that I could harness 
that power to help build strong reading 
communities within school. The stages involved:

• Finding children who have a high passion and 
excellent attitude to reading to help promote 
reading in class and across the school. As it 
was the first year trialling it, I selected the 
children.  Next year, now there is a buzz around 
being one, I will get  the children to apply for 
the position stating why they would be 
suitable.

• Getting the group to be a mirror to my 
passion. Allowing them to be actively 
recommending books and instigating book 
blather. 

OUTLINE



An RfP pedagogy, encompassing:

5. Reciprocal and interactive 
reading communities.

READING AMBASSADORS 
• To allow them to feel like they are in charge of 

their role, I encouraged them them to explore 
their role as a group and create a project of 
their own choosing.

PROJECT 
• The children discussed and mind-mapped 

ideas and came up with the idea to read to 
KS1. From that their excitement grew. They 
wanted to deliver assemblies and spread the 
word that READING ROCKS!



An RfP pedagogy, encompassing:

5. Reciprocal and interactive 
reading communities.

READING AMBASSADORS 

• The role has evolved and the children are 
driving their purpose. They have created their 
own song and written prayers linked to reading 
for assembly time. 

• Their next project will to be to start a school 
reading newsletter. 



IMPACT
 The impact the Reading Ambassadors will have will be something that will 

show with time, as is very much in its early stages. Things that I have 
noticed however include the following:

 1. Children are interacting independently from adult led discussion to 
make recommendations around books. Increased ‘book blether.’

 2. Younger children are given a sense of cohesion and being part of the 
whole school by interacting with the Reading Ambassadors.

 3. The profile and importance of reading has been raised and kept fresh in 
the minds and hearts of the children.

 4. The Reading Ambassadors feel empowered and inspired and want to 
share their knowledge and support.  

 Teacher direction ------> Child direction





REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS RESEARCH HAD 
ON PRACTICE

My biggest reflection on the role of Reading Ambassadors within 
school is that without being a Reading Teacher, they simply would 
not exist. 

• Children need to see you ‘practice what you preach.’
• Children need to hear you passionately discuss books and share 

what you have been reading.
• They need to see you model book blather before they can 

replicate it. 
• They need to see you hold a book like it is made from gold. 
• The only way to nurture and develop a passion for books by 

modelling a love of literature ourselves.

“I made you this last night as I 
know you love books!”
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