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For consideration within the Egmont RfP Awards – School Reading Champion 
 

Context  

I am training to be a Reading Recovery Teacher and Literacy Lead at Loscoe CofE 
Primary and Nursery School. We are a small rural school in Derbyshire with an intake 
of 150 pupils. Our school is situated in Amber Valley which has one of the lowest 
ranking for social mobility amongst disadvantaged pupils in the country. (Taken from 
Social Mobility Commission’s State of the Nation 2017 report.)  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

I decided that it was important to raise the ‘Reading for Pleasure’ profile within school. I wanted to try a 
variety of things because I felt that different children would respond different ways. In Teresa Cremin’s 
‘Reading Communities: Why, What and How’ states that ‘reading for pleasure is more closely 
associated with intrinsic motivation; it is reading that children do for themselves and at their own pace, 
with whom they choose and in their own way’ (Cremin 2019). I wanted to help children recognise that 
reading is something that they decide to do, that they can choose to make their friends part of that 
process and start getting them to think about talking about books with their friends and family.       

Aims  

My aims were to: 

• to raise the profile ‘Reading for Pleasure’ amongst children at our school. 

• make our choice of books more appealing.   

• listen to the children talk about their reading habits. 

• discuss and recommend books to children and enable them to have ‘a voice’ 

• Increase the awareness of reading a variety of authors. 

Outline 

Displaying Books 

First I felt I needed to attract children’s attention and display our books in different ways.  I up-cycled an 
old suitcase and filled it with new and recently published books. My aim was to read all of the books in 
the case so I could recommend them to the children. Although I’ve read most of them, this is still work-
in-progress. The free book marks (patterned craft card and birthday cards, cut to size) have proved very 
popular and have drawn children in. Once a book mark has been chosen, it’s very easy to open up a 
book discussion.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To promote books in our library, I have produced simple card book stands.  The Lollies Award stand 
was used by KS1 staff to borrow books and enable their children to vote on their favourite.  I launched 
the ‘graphic novels’ display during my half termly book assembly. The books from this stand are so 
popular that they are rarely on the stand. 

A book assembly every half term focuses on reading, letting children know about new books, new 
ideas and always finishes with a ‘read aloud’ chapter and a waiting list for anyone who wants to borrow 
the book I’ve started. 

Acquiring Books 

I decided we needed some new and interesting books in 
school.  I was invited to the ‘Notts School Library Service – 
Inspire’ 90th celebration after school. I was given a personal 
tour of their building and it was ‘book heaven’. It was an 
amazing collection of new books that were for loan. Joining 

this service has enabled our 
school to keep refreshing our 
books to make them current 
and appealing to the children. 

The library service enables us to borrow multiple books of the same 
title. This Y3 reading group really enjoyed it when I read ‘The Killer Cat’ 
by Anne Fine as their class story last year, they requested this book in 
our book club. They are a group of children from the same class who 
wanted to read with their friends. 

   

This selection of books were bought at the charity shop which is 
another cheap source of books. The ‘Boy Called Christmas’ has a 
waiting list of children wishing to borrow it. 

Two months ago, I applied to the ‘Siobhan Dowd Trust’ and was 
granted £250. The money is given to an independent bookshop and 
the school selects disadvantaged pupils to choose books for the school library. Next 

week, I am taking twelve children to Scarthin Books in Cromford to choose 
books for school. This is a wonderful 

opportunity given to us by Siobhan 
Dowd Trust. 

 

 



 

 
 

Authors 

I felt the children needed to become more ‘author aware’. When I saw A F 
Harrold post a notice on twitter asking if anyone wanted a ‘poem on a 
postcard’, I applied because I knew we had a group of Y6 reading ‘The 

Imaginary’ They were delighted to hear from the author. 

In a further effort to acquire books, I have become an avid 
fan of ‘retweet to win’ competitions.  I won this pile of 
Michael Morpurgo books before Christmas and I’m going to 
let Teachers and Teaching Assistants choose a book to 
read aloud during February which is Morpurgo month. 

 

To remind children of the different authors, I have started an ‘author wall’. 
This is something which I will add to as we go through the year. 

 

My room has a window overlooking the corridor 
and I’ve turned it into a ‘graffiti window’ where 

children can recommend a book to their friend. 

 

 

Reading Opportunities 

 

 

I wanted to make children aware they can choose to read at 
different times of the day, in school. I set up several 
‘informal clubs’ where children can pop in and participate. 
These clubs are casual and have been suggested by 
children. 

In better weather, we take a box of books outside on the 

grassy bank to read. 

 

 

Teacher Knowledge 

My own knowledge of books has helped enormously in trying to raise the profile of reading. I avidly 
follow some very knowledgeable colleagues on Twitter and our OU/UKLA  TRG group is attended by the 
Nottinghamshire Schools Library Service who have been very inspirational and have an incredible 
knowledge of books. 

 

 

Wednesday 

breaktime 

Poetry 
Reading or write 

your own. 

 

 

Thursday Lunchtime 

Book Group 

Invitation only! 

Monday Lunchtime 

Book Drop-in 

Pop in to The Book Nook to 
discuss your book, ask for 

help choosing a book or tell 
me about about a great 

book that you have read. 

 

Tuesday Lunchtime 

 

Comic Club 

Read a graphic 
novel/comic or write 

your own! 



 

 
 

Involving Parents 

Last year, I did a ‘paired parent’ reading project whereby a child took home 
two copies of the same book.  This enabled the child and parent to read 
independently but promote book ‘blether’ at home. I’m not currently running 
this project but hope to do so next term. 

Every fortnightly newsletter, I promote two books 
for children.  My aim is to read the books myself 
before they are in the newsletter.  

Impact 

I hope that championing books throughout the school will lead to a ‘pebble in the pond’ effect whereby 
other members of staff can see the impact promoting reading has on the children.  Our Year Two 
teacher has taken her class to our local library, our Year One teacher has introduced a ‘reading dog’ to 
school and in Reception, they use a token system to choose which book they want as a ‘read aloud’ 
book. 

Although we have areas to work on, our recent ‘Reading for Pleasure’ surveys showed that, on the 
whole, the children at our school enjoy reading.   

My knowledge of children’s literature has really helped me to be specific in recommending 
books to children.  I overheard one child say to another ‘Miss Davy has the best books in her room’. 
They are no better than the books in our library but as I have read them, I can help the children decide if 
that book is for them. 

For me, the greatest impact on children’s reading for pleasure has been talking about books, what they 
are reading and what they like to read. By finding out that a child had an interest in graphic novels, I 
have increased the availability of this genre and it has been very rewarding to see her start to enjoy 
reading.  Asking for recommendations from children has prompted discussions to take place and 
children of all ages to feel they are part of our reading community. Informal chats with parents on the 
playground about their child’s choice of books, makes children feel their reading is valued by parents 
too. 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

There are many creative ways to engage children in reading for pleasure.  Some are ‘quick fixes’ that 
are useful for a short period of time.  But by far the most beneficial part of raising awareness of ‘Reading 
for Pleasure’ has been promoting ‘book talk’. To do this effectively, I have needed to read and improve 
my own knowledge of books.   

Encouraging children to read will be an ongoing task. My future plans are to inspire my colleagues to get 
to know their children as readers and making their own reading recommendations to their class.  

 


