
    Winner
Egmont Reading for Pleasure Award

In partnership with the OU and UKLA 2020
Early Career Teacher Category

https://www.instagram.com/that.book.guy/
https://twitter.com/Nigel_86


▪ I work in Lowestoft, Suffolk at St
Margaret’s Primary Academy.

▪ I am in my second year of
teaching and I am part of the
Reading Leadership Team.

▪ At the start of the year my
school decided to try and
implement a genuine, reading-
for-pleasure culture within our
school. Part of that strategy was
to introduce D.E.A.R time (Drop
everything and read) each day.
In this time, the teacher will
read aloud to the children, as
we feel that this is essential to
motivate children to read for
pleasure. Scholastic’s Kids &
Family Reading report
highlights that 83% of children
aged between 6–17 explain that
being read to is something they
either loved or liked a lot.

https://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/rise-of-read-aloud.html


1. Considerable knowledge of children’s literature and other texts

2. Knowledge of children’s reading practices

3. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:

• Social reading environments

• Reading aloud

• Independent reading

• Informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

4. As Reading Teachers: teachers who read and readers who teach

5. Reading communities that are reciprocal and interactive. 

My bedtime story research was anchored in TaRs 4 and 5. (Cremin et 

al., 2014) I had both of these in mind when I started out with the 

project.



▪ I set out to increase the profile of reading within the school, by showing the 
children that all staff enjoy reading (TaR 4). It was my intention to use all staff 
members, such as cleaners, midday supervisors and office staff to highlight that it 
is not just teachers that enjoy reading.

▪ It was also my aim to create a sense of mystery and excitement in order to 
generate positive connotations connected to reading and a community that is both 
fun and engaging. (TaR 5).

▪ I wanted to build upon D.E.A.R time and create a chance for our children to hear 
another story being read aloud, crucially by a different staff member, as I want 

them to be exposed to lots of different reading styles.



▪ I wanted to share and recommend a range of high quality texts with 
children (TaR 3), such as non-fiction and poetry as well as fiction. 

▪ I also envisaged that I would somehow include some students from our 
school in some of the stories if they produced some fantastic work. I was 
unsure at the outset how I could make this happen.

▪ Finally, I  hoped to share great reading practice with not just the children 
but also with the parents that watch our stories. I hoped that parents will 
then feel better supported to read at home and also be able to create an 
excellent reading environment at home with their children. 



▪ On June 21st 2019 my school streamed a one off 
bedtime story via Facebook live. It was a huge 
success and it created a lot of positive book talk 
throughout the school. After being placed on the 
reading leadership team, I proposed that we 
create a video a week in order to raise the profile 
of reading across the school. I also proposed that 
each week we have a different member of staff 
reading the story. This will allow us to create a 
sense of mystery around which story will be read 
and who will be reading it. 

▪ My idea was to combine my own research on 
promoting R4P via social media 
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/exa
mple/inspiring-reading-for-pleasure-through-
social-media
and John Biddle’s Mystery Book research: 
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/exa
mple/parents-mystery-book

▪ I planned to post the videos on Fridays at 1900    
hrs via the school Facebook page.

https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/example/inspiring-reading-for-pleasure-through-social-media
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/example/parents-mystery-book
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/example/inspiring-reading-for-pleasure-through-social-media
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/example/parents-mystery-book


▪ As of the 02/01/20 I have posted 13 
Bedtime Story videos on the schools 
Facebook page and we have received a 
total of 7,525 views, 455 likes, 23 
comments, 36 shares and we have 
reached just over 10,000 different 
accounts. 

▪ I think the biggest impact that the 
bedtime stories have had on the 
children/parents is that it has created a 
buzz around the school and the children 
are talking about reading more. As a 
reader that teaches I am so happy when I 
walk down the corridor and I hear 
children talking about books and 
reading. I also feel that it has also shown 
that the teachers love reading too. The 
mystery element has really captivated 
the children and it is wonderful to see the 
excitement that the children have shown 
towards the whole project.

▪ It is upon this enthusiasm that our school 
can build a reading for pleasure culture.



• I am so proud of the feedback we 

have received from parents, which 

has shown the impact that our 

bedtime stories are having and that 

our aims at the outset are on the way 

to being realised.



▪ I was initially inspired by TARS 4 and 5; however, I feel that TAR 3 
is the one that has really become prominent in my experiment so 
far, specifically: Informal book talk, inside-text talk and 
recommendations. I have had so many children coming up to me 
and the other staff excited that it was their teacher that read the 
most recent story and to tell me they love the book or to 
recommend a new one. It is my feeling that over a period of time 
the bedtime stories will help our school create reading 
communities that are reciprocal and interactive (TAR 5).

▪ The feedback which I received at the end of Autumn 2 (2019) 
highlighted some issues that the children are having with 
accessing the bedtime stories. Every class had a few children that 
explained that their parents do not have access to Facebook or 
had other related access issues. So I am going to create a school 
YouTube channel so all children can access the videos.

▪ I managed to include students twice in the Bedtime Stories, firstly 
during our Remembrance Day special: I included two children 
who had written wonderful WWII poems. Our Christmas Day 
video was also student influenced as the story was written and 
illustrated by a Year 5 child in my class. This is something I plan to 
continue with as it has many benefits, such as highlighting great 
writing and including the children within the project.



▪ I also intend to try and come up with a plan to engage 
Upper KS2 more. The feedback I received highlights 
that most of KS1 and Lower KS2 are watching the stories; 
however, the amount of Upper KS2 children engaging is 
significantly lower. Most of them sighted issues with 
parents allowing them access to Facebook; others stated 
that they would prefer longer stories. My initial plan for 
this may be to create a separate video each week aimed 
at KS2, which could be a chapter from a book. We could 
then have different readers for each chapter of the story.

▪ The reading leadership team also found that we could 
increase the excitement across the school by releasing 
information about the mystery reader and story. We did 
this in two ways: firstly, via Facebook status updates; 
secondly, via announcements in assemblies. This was a 
real success and is something we plan to continue.



▪ This project was real team effort. Firstly, I want to say thank you to the staff 
members that either created their own videos or went along with my slightly “out 
there” ideas for videos.

▪ Thank you to Miss Underwood for listening to my never-ending ideas about how 
we can move reading forward in the school and letting me do some of them.

▪ Thank you to Mr Ferry for his extremely funny statuses and announcements in 
assembly.

▪ I would also like to say thank you to Mr Gook, who spent many hours helping me   
to up level my video making skills.



My Bedtime Story. Enjoy!

https://www.facebook.com/398439803682858/videos/547315179458267/

