
First, the corner. Next, the world!

Christopher Shone



Context

 Dalmain Primary School, Lewisham, 
London

School improvement plan priorities:

 Teaching challenges the most able disadvantaged pupils sufficiently so 
that a higher proportion of them achieve the high standard in writing.

 Ensure that all learners make good or better progress in writing and can 
accurately apply their knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar 
across the curriculum subjects.

 Improve the quality of targeted provision for disadvantaged children 
(including PP and SEND) so that a higher proportion of pupils reach at 
least the expected standard and make accelerated progress.

 Develop the capacity of subject leaders to ensure that a progressive skills 
based curriculum is delivered consistently across all subject areas.

 Improve quality and consistency of reasoning opportunities so that high 
standards of problem solving are embedded within maths provision.

Hitting none of them and 

yet hitting them all!



OU Research inspiration 

and rationale

1. Knowledge of children’s reading practices

2. A reading for pleasure pedagogy which includes:
Social reading environments

Reading aloud

Independent reading

Informal book talk, inside-text talk and 

recommendations

3. Reading communities that are reciprocal and 

interactive. (Cremin et al., 2014)

Additional research: The Book Whisperer by Donalyn

Miller



Aims

 The primary aims were:

- to maintain and extend children’s 
enjoyment of reading for those who 
already had a love of books

- To inspire those children who had not 
yet developed a love of reading

 I wanted to achieve these aims by 

introducing a greater social element 

to the reading in the classroom.



Outline
1. Provide an attractive and comfortable space in which to 

read and choose books.



2. Greater focus on genre







3. Recommendations





Impact

 The use of post-it-notes has been popular 

and many of the books in the book corner 

are now covered in them.

 As a teacher, I have a greater awareness of 

what the children are reading and have a 

much clearer dialogue with them about 

this.

 Conversations and recommendations about 

books are a natural part of the school day 

and often take place unprompted.



Reflections

 Next steps:

- Further activities in class to promote Reading for 

Pleasure

- Similar action in other classes across the school

- Refine the reading journals

- Focus on ways to encourage these conversations 

about reading to take place at home – not just in 

school


