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Peareswood Primary School is situated in Erith as part of the London Borough of Bexley. Our 
school is two form entry ranging from Nursery to Year 6.

As a school, we are working on developing a reading for pleasure culture.  This year we have 
also worked on developing reading aloud and building staff and parent confidence to do this.
We are lucky to have a varied range of reading resources at school.  We have invested in book 
corners in classrooms and have an inviting library which pupils can access before school and at 
break and lunch times and take books home from.

We wanted to promote reading aloud so launched an initiative to record teachers reading 
stories and make the videos available at home.  These were uploaded onto the school’s 
Facebook page so pupils and parents could access them at home. This created a buzz around 
school and pupils were talking about who was going to read the next story.

We have won a Kent Literacy Award for this initiative.

Context 
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Phase 1 of the TARs research suggested that while 
teachers read personally for pleasure and read a range 
of materials, they do not appear to keep abreast of 
children’s literature and show limited subject knowledge 
of poetry (Cremin et al., 2008).

Reading aloud to children was identified as a key 
pedagogical approach to developing children’s love of 
reading, allowing them access to a wide range of rich and 
challenging texts. 

In Hooked on Books: Transforming the Teaching of 
Reading, Jane Considine identifies a decline in reading 
poetry and fiction between 2010 and 2013.  

These findings, alongside initial surveys of teachers and 
children informed our aims for this project.

OU Research and Rationale
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Aims

Our project had two key aims:

• to inspire a love of poetry through developing teacher knowledge 

of poets and poems which in order to build teachers’ confidence 

to teach poetry in class

• to develop and inspire a love of reading poetry and reading poems 

aloud to children.
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We carried out staff and pupil surveys.  
We found that:
• 100% of teachers stated they enjoyed teaching and reading poetry but 

could not name one poet  
• 75% stated that they didn’t feel confident teaching poetry
• pupils enjoyed listening to poetry but 87% struggled to name poems and 

poets
• all of the pupils in one class could name 1 poem but this followed a visit 

from a local poet Paul Jenkins, who read his poem, My bottom did a Burp 
to the class.

This information highlighted that the focus for our project should be 
developing staff and pupils’ knowledge of poetry.

Outline
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Throughout one week, teachers were given a poetry pack and reading 
poetry was undertaken daily. 

Classes read and discussed poems and poets and then performed 
poems in groups and as a class. 

During this week, children were allowed time to become more familiar 
with poems and poets and developed a repertoire of poems they could 
read aloud to each other. 

The children composed their own poems drawing on the poems they 
had read as inspiration.  

What we did
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As a result of the increased focus on reading aloud to children, 
sharing and promoting reading of poetry, we have found that:
• pupils are talking about the books they have read
• pupils are actively seeking poetry books from book corners
• staff are sharing a wider range of good poems they have found
• we are being asked if we are uploading more films on Facebook
• pupils are writing poetry with increased confidence
• the children and enthusiastic about poetry and are talking about 

learning and performing one to the class. 

Impact
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Reading aloud, although a highly valuable time, can often be brushed aside.  It is 
essential that teachers and children value this time in the classroom.  We intend to 
continue to work on this in order for reading aloud to be part of each classroom’s 
pedagogy, developing a sense of community: an interactive and enjoyable experience 
for young readers and adults.  As part of embedding this, we intend to run parent 
workshops to support parents in reading aloud with their children.

Even though poetry now has a higher status in school, knowledge of poetry has been 
added to staff CPD for next year.  We want to build on the teachers’ enjoyment and 
increased confidence to continue to develop teacher subject knowledge so that the 
teachers broaden their own repertoires of children’s poems, poetry collections and 
poets and understand the significance of teachers’ knowledge of literature in 
building a love of reading and reading communities.

Reflections on the impact of the research on 
practice


