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Context 
 
Sayes Court Primary School is a small single form entry Primary school in Addlestone, Surrey. 
 

Research - Inspiration and Rationale.  
 
Reading for pleasure is part of our school development plan and all teachers have been working on 
developing an area of Reading for Pleasure (RfP) based on the needs of the children in their class.  Due to 
the challenges of the curriculum we feel as a school that social reading practices and reading aloud have 
been neglected.  We wish to change this as a school.  
 
The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research (Cremin et al., 2009, 2014) identified reading aloud as one of 
four pedagogic practises that are significant to an effective RfP pedagogy. Reading aloud, undertaking 
informal book talk and independent reading and creating social reading environments can positively 
influence children’s attitudes towards reading. The TaRs research highlights the importance of making 
time and space for children to experience and explore texts in interactive communities of readers.  
  

Aims 
 
In Year 1 we had noticed that children weren’t enjoying reading. When we asked them what their 
interests at home were, they replied: ‘I watch Netflix’, ‘I play on my Nintendo’ or ‘I play on my xBox.’ 
When we asked how many children read at night, we received replies such as: ‘Mummy says I have to so 
that she can sign the record.’  However, we were shocked to find out that many of the children are not 
read to by an older person.  Over a recent half-term holiday only half of the class reported to reading.   
 
In Year 3, we noticed that although the children were able to read independently, they were not confident 
at reading aloud, lacking in expression and use of punctuation.   Children were reluctant to use their 
phonetic knowledge to sound out tricky words in front of their peers.   
 
We realised that we needed to make a change to our classroom reading practices and promote RfP more. 
We saw an opportunity where we could join classes and introduce RfP to the children through peer to 
peer interactions or developing ‘reading buddies’. 
Our aims were: 

• to promote reading as a pleasurable experience; 

• to support children in reading with others, talking about books and recommending texts to a peer; 

• to support the children in developing fluency in their reading, using intonation and expression and 
using punctuation effectively.  



 
 
 

Outline 
Every Friday morning, an hour was given to RfP. 
The children were allowed to bring in blankets, 
slippers, pillows or anything else they wished in 
order to make them feel more comfortable and 
relaxed when reading.  While reading, the children 
were given a glass of juice and a biscuit.  
 
To begin with we paired the children up. They were 
placed in mixed ability pairs and when creating the 
pairings we considered whether they would need a 
more able reader to support them; whether they 
needed to be with a reader who could support 
them in decoding; whether they would be 
embarrassed and needed a partner who would 

share the reading and help build the confidence of their peer. 
 
During the first session the children were given two targets. Firstly, they needed to introduce themselves 
to their buddy and secondly they needed to find out more about their buddy – what they liked and what 
their interests were.  Each child selected a book which they felt they would enjoy reading and 
demonstrated their interests.   
 
After the first session Year 3 were able to choose a book that they would like to recommend to their 
buddy. They were asked to consider whether their buddy would enjoy this book too.  The children had to 
reflect on what their buddy liked, the conversations they had had and whether the book would be 
enjoyable for both partners.  The next week we reversed this with Year 1 children choosing what to read 
to their buddy.  
 
Finally, we decided to create challenge to support this work. We 
read a different story to each class and the children were asked to 
recall it and talk to their buddy about the shared story when 
reading with them.  The children were provided with pictures to 
support their retelling and help make the story stimulating for 
their buddies.  
 
 
 
 



Impact 
 
We have seen a significant impact on the children in both year groups. Both classes really look forward to 
the session each week and have built strong relationships with their reading buddy.   This weekly activity 
enables the children to read aloud and engage in informal book talk.  It is relaxed and positive.  By 
allowing the children to replicate home reading (through home comforts such as pillows, slipper and 
blankets and providing snacks and drinks) they have relaxed and seen reading as a fun activity – removed 
from more formal teaching.  This has also enabled them to focus solely on their reading.  
 
By giving the children the freedom to choose and 
recommend books, we have found that they have 
been exposed to a wide range of texts and this has 
broadened their repertoires.   Year 1 have tried to 
be more adventurous in their book choices so that 
their Year 3 buddy is fully engaged. We have noticed 
the children really thinking about which book they 
choose for the session, not just picking up a random 
book from the book corner. As the Year 1 children 
mainly chose picture books to read with their 
buddies, we have seen a shift in the Year 3s attitude 
towards picture books. Previously, they could find 
them childish.  However, since reading with their 
buddy this stigma has disappeared and the older 
children have been borrowing more picture books from the school library to read independently. In 
addition to this, the choices the Year 3 children made are more advanced than the stories that Year 1 are 
generally exposed to and Year 1 children thoroughly enjoyed the exciting adventures shared with them.  
They are now more daring when they choose their own independent reading books.  
 
The Year 3 have particularly benefitted from reading aloud to a younger audience.  They are extremely 
keen to ensure that their reading is stimulating and engaging for their younger audience. They have 
focused on using expression, intonation and punctuation.  We have observed them giving characters’ 
different voices, pausing at suspenseful moments and adjusting the pace of their reading for the reader. It 
is interesting to note that this has also impacted their overall reading as they continue to develop these 
skills at other times. These benefits are also being reflected in Year 1.  Children are trying to learn from 
their buddy and are adding expression to their reading aloud too to make meaning clear and make their 
reading interesting for the listener.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflection on impact they TaRs research had on practice 
 
Overall, this process has highlighted how mixed age reading can hugely benefit both children’s reading 
confidence and fluency and their enjoyment of reading.  It is something that both children and staff look 
forward to.  It provides a break from the demands of the curriculum and simply allows children to enjoy 
reading in a calm and supportive social environment.   
 
The success of this project has given us ideas of how to promote reading buddies across other year groups 
and we look forward to implementing new strategies and promoting exciting reading aloud opportunities 
that include the whole school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


