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Context

– I am a Year 5 teacher in my third year of teaching 

at Kelvin Grove Primary School, a three-form 

entry primary school in Lewisham. 

– This was my first year in Upper KS2, as I had 

previously taught in Year 3 

– As a school, we are committed to developing new 

ways to engage children in reading. I am 

passionate about creating a reading culture 

within my classroom and supporting children’s 

development into lifelong readers. 



OU Research inspiration 
and rationale

– The Teachers as Readers (TaRs) research revealed that knowledge of 

children’s literature and reading practices are crucial to develop 

children into independent readers (Cremin et al 2014).

– TaRs also highlighted the importance of informal book talk and 

recommendations in developing children’s reading for pleasure. 

Giving children time to discuss books with their peers was an 

important key to bringing about positive change in class reading 

culture (Cremin et al 2014). 

– Finally, giving children choice and creating communities that are 

reciprocal and interactive were found to develop positive attitudes 

towards reading (Cremin et al 2014). 



Aims

– To expand both the children’s and my knowledge 

of literature and other texts by exposing them to 

new genres and authors. 

– To create a classroom dialogue around reading by 

encouraging children to discuss and share the 

books they read. 

– To work collaboratively with the children to 

improve the book area and create an excitement 

around reading 



Outline

– When I first moved into Year 5, there were barely 

any age appropriate books in our book corner. 

– To improve the selection while simultaneously 

increasing excitement around reading, I introduced 

a weekly book raffle. 

– Each week between 3 and 5 ‘new’ books would be 

raffled off. When the winners finished reading the 

book, it was added to our book corner. 



Outline

– While the children always looked forward to the weekly 

raffle, I felt that once the books had been ‘won’, they lost 

their excitement and weren’t discussed further. 

– To encourage dialogue around the books, I introduced a 

Bookflix display, similar to the video-streaming website, 

Netflix. 



Outline

– The display features categories such as ‘Recently 

Added’ for the books that were raffled off the previous 

weeks and ‘Trending Now’ for books that children are 

currently enjoying.

– The child who has read or recommended that book 

has their photo displayed with a short comment or 

review. 

– Before their comment is added to the display, the 

children present their book to the class and explain 

what they did or did not like about it. 



Impact

Dialogue: 

– While the children always enjoyed the book raffle, 
the Bookflix display encouraged a class dialogue 
around books that didn’t previously exist. 

– The children understood that if they won a book, 
they would be expected to feedback to the class 
the following week. This led to wider 
conversations around books, as other children 
asked questions or added their own comments. 
(ie. ”It sounds like the book….”  “Is it as funny 
as....?”) 



Impact

Community: 

– The conversations around books helped to create a 

community of readers within the classroom 

– As the children spent more time discussing the books they 

had read, they learned not only what types of books  they 

liked, but also what their peers preferred. 

– If a child won a book in the raffle that they didn't want, they 

could give it to one of their classmates (“I want to give this 

to _____ because he really enjoys mystery books.”) 

“I love the book raffle 
because if you get chosen, 
you can give the book to 

someone you know would 
enjoy it and that makes their 

day.” - Beau



Impact

Knowledge: 

– The weekly raffle has added a tremendous amount of books 

to our book corner which has expanded both the children’s 

and my own knowledge of literature 

– At the beginning of the year, many children were only 

familiar with a few genres of literature and tended to stick to 

the same author or series. 

– Now, the children are much more confident and when I 

introduce the new books by reading the blurb, we engage in 

an interesting conversation around genre and style 

“It’s fun trying to guess the 
genre of the books based only 
on the blurb! I have learned 

about a lot of different types of 
books.” - Leah



Reflections on impact ON my 
practice

– The TaRs research demonstrated the importance of  dialogue 
and choice to develop reading for pleasure and reading 
communities. 

– On reflection, I realise that simply by giving children a time and 
space to discuss books has increased their importance in my 
classroom and created an excitement around reading.

– The practices I put into place not only brought about positive 

changes in reading culture, but also strengthened the social 

bonds in the class and helped the children develop empathy.

– Moving forward, I will continue to work collaboratively with the 

children to give them freedom and ownership over their book 

area. 


