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CONTEXT

• I have just finished my second year of a BEd
Primary Education Degree with QTS at the 
University of Hertfordshire.

• I have gained valuable teaching experience 
from my previous two block placements on 
the course. Additionally, I have completed 
work experience and visited other 
educational establishments which has 
enabled me to experience an array 
strategies of how teachers promote reading. 



OU RESEARCH INSPIRATION 
AND RATIONALE

• The ‘Reading Teachers’ (teachers who read and readers who teach) and Reading for 
Pleasure (RfP) pedagogy aspect of the Teachers as Readers research (Cremin et al., 2014), 
inspired me to consider how a teacher’s view of reading impacts on the ethos of reading 
in their classroom. For this reason, when visiting different schools I wanted to observe 
teachers’ views on reading and how this was reflected in the classroom through different 
reading strategies and pedagogies. 

• At university, I also completed a module and assignment based on how teachers’ subject 
knowledge of children’s literature is essential in developing children’s love of reading and 
understanding of text. Completion of this module enabled me to explore and reflect on 
research and my own experience of how crucial the teacher’s role is in developing 
children as readers. Therefore, this encouraged me to look at strategies which would help 
promote a reading culture within the classroom. 



AIMS

• Explore how teachers create 
opportunities for children to 
read and develop their passion 
for reading. 

• Observe whether inspiring 
book talk occured between 
teachers and pupils within the 
classroom. 

• Reflect on how a teacher’s 
views on reading impacts on 
the development of children as 
readers in their class.



WHAT I HAVE EXPERIENCED

Reading Café Drop Everything 
and Read

Reading corner Literature circles 



OUTLINE

In my first placement, the teacher displayed a real passion for 
reading and wanted the children to love reading too. The 
main thing that impacted on the children’s love of reading, 
was how much they read at home and their parents’ opinion 
of reading. Therefore, a Reading Café was set up on a Friday 
afternoon. Children and their parents would read books to 
one another and the teacher and myself would support 
parents in developing children’s fluency and identifying 
questions to ask their children about the books.  We would 
then do a fun activity based on the book. At the end of the 
session the children could keep the book and whatever they 
had made during the session. 

In my second placement, I was fascinated to see all 
members of the school taking part in a Drop 
Everything and Read day. This was organised by the 
teachers as they wanted to show the children the 
importance of reading and how it can bring enjoyment 
to all. During this day the Deputy, at random points, 
rang the bell and everyone would stop what they were 
doing and read a book until the teacher decided to 
continue the lesson. Everyone was able to choose 
whatever book they desired. 



OUTLINE

When looking round classrooms, it was clear that the 
effort put into designing the reading corner reflected  
the teacher’s own views of reading. The more 
creative and well designed corners enticed children 
to spend more time in them. Within these reading 
corners there were usually comfy areas where 
children and teachers could relax, read and discuss 
the books. In classrooms where reading was not 
seen as important by the teacher, the reading 
corners were not as inviting  and the books were not 
updated or well displayed. This discouraged the 
children to visit the reading corner and read the 
books. 

During my university reading module I learnt about 
literature circles. I only observed literature circles once in 
school; the children were able to find a space on the 
carpet and read a book of their choice, followed by 
informal chats about the books. The teacher would allow 
the children to take charge of the conversations but was 
still involved. The children seemed to love that they had 
time to talk and share their books with others and they 
could all sit and read together.



IMPACT

• After taking part in the Reading Café there was an immediate impact 
on the children’s passion and development of reading. This was 
evident as the children were reading a lot more at home and parents 
would talk to me at the door expressing how much their child 
enjoyed reading certain books at home.

• Although I have only seen the Drop Everything and Read initiative 
once, I think it was a brilliant opportunity to show children the 
importance of reading and how everyone can enjoy reading. In 
observation it was clear that the children loved the day. Therefore, 
in future practice I would love to implement this initiative in my 
school. 

• It is apparent from my research that the teachers’ views on reading 
has a major effect on the children’s view of reading. Therefore 
creating an inspiring reading corner which the children are actively 
involved in, is a brilliant way to encourage children to read. I 
witnessed that in well designed reading corners children were 
actively reading, discussing with their peers and exchanging books. 

• From reading and my experience of literature circles, they are very 
successful in encouraging children to discuss what they are reading 
in a relaxed environment. I also noticed that the children would 
share all their favourite authors and illustrations with the class. 



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS 
RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

On reflection, I have realised how we as ‘Reading Teachers’ can inspire and encourage 
children to develop a love of reading. Implementing strategies such as ‘literature circles' 
and creating an inspiring book corner allows children to have opportunities in the 
classroom to develop and share their passion for reading. 

Furthermore, designing whole school strategies such as ‘Drop Everything and Read’ and 
‘Reading Cafes’, demonstrates to children the importance of reading as a life long skill. It 
also enables parents to get involved in helping to encourage their children to read. 

In future practice, I wish to continue implementing the strategies mentioned above. This 
research has fuelled my passion for reading, therefore I would love to explore other 
strategies which will help inspire children to read. 


