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Context 

 

• I am a subject librarian supporting trainee teachers at the University of Chichester, West 
Sussex.  I am based at the Bognor Regis campus and, as part of my role, I am responsible 
for purchasing, managing and promoting the fantastic collection of Classroom Resources 
to students and staff. 

• One of the key strategic themes of the University is to build on the heritage of teacher 
education.  The University of Chichester has a strong national reputation for teaching and 
a record of training teachers on the Bognor Regis campus from 1839. In 2011 the new 
Learning Resource Centre opened in Bognor with a strong focus on learning resources to 
support pre-service teachers. This collection was created to replicate a school library and 
encourages pre-service teachers to consider the learning environment for the children 
they will teach.  Students can borrow 20 items from this collection to use in placement 
schools in addition to their allocation for academic books.  There are approximately 
20,000 items including books, puppets, story sacks, visual resources, and DVDs.  

• Another strategic theme is to strengthen the distinctiveness of the student experience as 
high-quality. I have been contributing to this by working with Rebecca Webb, Primary 
English co-ordinator to run a poetry-focussed OU/UKLA Teachers’ Reading Group. 

https://www.chi.ac.uk/


 

 
 

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

With the rest of the group I ‘reviewed my practice’ and completed a 
survey about the use of poetry in the classroom.  I didn’t find it easy 
to name poets and realised that I would have to learn quite a lot in 
order to co-lead the TRG with Rebecca!  I discovered that I had a 
fairly negative view towards poetry, perhaps because of being forced 
to dissect poems rather than enjoy them in secondary school.  Only 
10% of teachers completing the Phase I survey (Cremin et al., 2008) 
were able to name 6 poets and I was keen to discover more 
enjoyable poets and increase my knowledge with the group.  The 
Teachers as Readers (TaRs) project found that as teachers developed 
their own reading communities in local groups they were able to 

widen their own knowledge of children’s literature (Cremin et al., 2014).  The creation of teachers 
reading networks strongly influences the children’s reading for pleasure.  The University of 
Chichester Teachers’ Reading Group aims to create a network of readers within our student 
population and local schools in order to influence the reading practices of children. 

Aims  

I do not have direct contact with children in schools, but I do have the opportunity to influence the 
reading practices of student teachers and those attending the OU/ UKLA University of Chichester 
Teachers’ Reading Group.  Therefore, my main aims were: 

• To increase my own knowledge of poets (Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and 
other texts) 

• To lead the OU/ UKLA/University of Chichester TRG and create a network of poetry 
readers (Reading communities) 

Outline 

From the foundation of the TRG I started a clear purchasing policy 
of buying any recently published poetry books in order to share 
these with the group.  I bought all of the books on the CLiPPA 
shortlist, I looked for recommendations via the Twitter community, 
I asked for recommendations from Schools Library Service and I 
used the National Poetry Day website.  It seemed to me as if 
everyone was talking about poetry this year!  There were two 
narrative poems on the Carnegie shortlist (one of them won  – 
Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo) and the winner of the Kate 
Greenaway prize was the hugely popular Lost Words by Robert 
MacFarlane and Jackie Morris. 

I also took every opportunity to promote poetry to the trainee 
teachers.  Those who were able to attend the TRG group had a 

selection of poetry books to read and borrow from the library as well as poetry items from the 
Book Box funded by OU/UKLA.   

Rebecca and I shared poems that we had discovered and created a note.ly file to share with 
attendees.  I am responsible for a Classroom Resources Moodle VLE page and can use this to 



 

 
 

communicate with all the trainee teachers so I recommended poetry and sent announcements 
every time there was poetry on a book award shortlist. 

 

 

 

The University TRG were very fortunate to 
host a visit from poet, Sophie Herxheimer, 
funded by Forward Arts Foundation.  This 
had a huge influence on my own attitude 
towards poetry.  I realised that poetry can 
be as simple as playing with words and that 
you don’t necessarily have to be a ‘poet’ to 
write poetry.   

 

        

Sophie ran an afternoon workshop with local teachers and  
students and then attended the TRG in the evening.  The event 
was greatly enjoyed and everyone came away with lots of ideas 
of activities to use in the classroom to inspire young poets. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Impact 

Poetry books have been 
borrowed more by students in 
the library.  For example, copies 
of The Lost Words had only a few 
issues in 2018, but in 2019 the 
books were never on the shelves 
and I had to purchase more 
copies.   

Members of the Teachers’ 
Reading Group were encouraged 
to become members of the 
library (free to alumni) and could 
borrow 10 items from Classroom 
Resources.  Poetry books were on constant display and circulated well in the library. 

Members who attended the poetry TRG completed a before and after survey about their 
knowledge and attitude towards poetry. One member named just two or three poets at the 
beginning of the group but was able to name seven at our final session. 

Some quotes from poetry surveys: 

          I have made an attempt to read more poetry to expand my knowledge. Reading it aloud to   
my placement class everyday made me realise it is enjoyable. 

     Ideas shared by Sophie Herxheimer were really useful 

     My attitude to poetry has increased to due to an exposure to a range of different poets and 
structures as well as discussion about poetry use and application in the classroom. 

 



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

The TaRs findings relating to Teachers’ Knowledge of Children’s Literature and other texts have 
had a large impact on my practice.  I now feel much more confident to recommend a wide range of 
poets to students seeking guidance on the best poetry to use in the classroom.   

My attitude towards poetry has also changed mainly due to the poetry session with Sophie 
Herxhiemer.  I think that every member attending her session felt proud of the work they had 
produced and realised how much fun it can be playing with words and reading poetry aloud. 

My next steps are to continue to lead the OU/ UKLA TRG at the University of Chichester and 
expand my knowledge with a new topic of focus.  I am looking forward to discovering more about 
the enjoyments and benefits of reading for pleasure and hopefully inspiring our TRG members to 
impact the children in their classes. 

 
 


