Tell us a story
By Laura De’Ath

I am a 3rd year Trainee Teacher from Edge Hill
University. During my final professional practice
placement I worked in a small village school in a mixed
Y1/2 class, which consisted of 16 children – mainly boys.

Inspiration and rationale
‘Reading aloud to children can foster positive attitudes toward reading’ (Merga and Ledger, 2018:1)

• Having grown up surrounded by books and parents that read, I quickly

developed a love of reading. I thought that this was ‘normal’ and what all
children experienced, as I grew up I realised this was not the case.

• Focusing on reading for pleasure and in particular the ‘reading aloud’ strand

of the Teachers as Readers research (Cremin et al. 2014), I wanted to engage
in a project where children became excited about reading. I decided to set up
a lunchtime book club where I would read a story and then we would do
some craft or activity based on that book, therefore allowing an informal
opportunity for book talk.
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Aims
• To enable children to feel excited about reading
• To promote Reading for Pleasure
• To provide a story telling opportunity that some children might not receive at
home

‘Reading aloud is probably the most important thing that
teachers can do and needs to be a frequent and regular
part of each school day. Reading aloud slows written
language down and enables children to hear and take in
tunes and patterns. It enables children to experience and
enjoy stories that they might not otherwise meet’ (Centre
for Literacy in Primary Education, 2017:3).
www.clpe.org.uk

Outline
• My plan was to read aloud and then do a craft based activity based on the
story. The first week the children made bookmarks, which I laminated and
they kept for their own reading books.

• However, the children asked if I could just read to them for the whole
session. This surprised me, when I asked whose parents read to them at
home only one child put their hand up. They asked if I could read to them
what I read to my own children at home.

Impact and reflections
• I quickly realised the dynamic of the group of children. I became a mother figure

reading to them. They would get blankets and bean bags and they just wanted to
listen to me putting on silly voices and changing the tempo of the story to keep
them in suspense. They wanted that magic of reading that I received from my
parents as a child. I found myself thoroughly involved and enjoying it too, that by
the time the session finished we were all wanting one more book!

• The impact of just purely reading for pleasure was visible for everyone to see, they
asked to borrow my books to read again themselves during their ‘golden time’.

• This experience is something which I will take forward in my future teaching career,
regardless of key stage…everyone should have the opportunity to love reading.

