
Recommend to a friend display
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Context
Sayes Court Primary School is a small single form entry Primary school in Addlestone, Surrey with  
children aging from Nursery to Year 6.  This work is based on a Year 3 class.

OU Research- Inspiration and rationale

It has been noted in the TaRs research that a large proportion of book talk is either teacher-led and  
often relates to grammatical features or specific learning objectives (Cremin et al., 2014) . This leaves 
very little time for  child-led book talk to occur in an informal environment. They went on to 
acknowledge how TaRs teachers found book talk to be highly motivating as it led to 
recommendations of authors and  genres that they are not normally exposed to but are tempted to
try.
Thus, when the children were encouraged to talk about their current reading it led to spontaneous  
child-led book talk. Children regularly discussed books that they had enjoyed reading and found
‘books in common’ that several of their peers had read and helped to promote discussion about  
books which crucial to support and deepen children’s reading for pleasure.

Aims
As a school we have a large focus on reading for pleasure. At the beginning of the academic year I  
wanted to ensure that I promoted this and child-led book talk to help children discuss books with 
one another in informally. This being said, I was also highly aware of all the other academic demands 
I would have to juggle throughout my NQT year.

Thus, I created a space in my classroom that could help to encourage child-led book talk  
throughout the year. I was keen for children to be able to take ownership of the space and share  
books that they have read and enjoyed with the class.

My aim was for this space was:
 To encourage child-led discussion about books.

 To develop the range of books that children in my class are reading.

 To promote reading for pleasure within my Year 3 classroom.

Outline
With this in mind, I created a ‘Recommend to a friend’ wall in my classroom. It is a small display  
board that started off completely empty apart from the small bag of pens and post-it notes  
attached to the bottom of the board.

I started off the year by explaining to the children how the wall works. It is their personal  space in 
the classroom which I do not have a part in. It is the children’s display wall. Once they  finish a book 
they can, if they choose, write a sticky-note about their book including the name of the book and 
any  other information they think should be included. For example, that it is a comedy book, if it is  
similar to any other books that they have read or if there is a specific person in the class who may  
enjoy it. I also found that it was important to acknowledge the range of abilities in my classroom as  
I have some children who would not be able to, or feel comfortable sticking their writing on the  
board. Therefore, children could also give the book a star rating or even draw their favourite scene. 
It  is the children’s choice what they put up onto the board.



Since the board is now overflowing with recommendations it is being used effectively by most  
children. If they are unsure of what book to read, I ask them to refer to the  ‘Recommend to a 
friend’ wall to see if they can get any ideas on they might want to read. We also have some whole 
class discussions based on the wall. Children can go and take their favourite  post-it note off the 
wall that they have put up and tell their peers why they have put it there. For this activity I allow 
the children to walk around the classroom and sit wherever they feel  comfortable. This helps to 
create an informal environment where the children can recommend  their books to whom they 
feel might enjoy them the most.

Impact

Throughout the academic year I have seen the wall being used effectively by most students  
although there were some who were initially reluctant to use it and needed guidance on how to  
use it. However, as the year has progressed all the children have used the wall and most really  
enjoy having a space that they are responsible
for.

As the wall has grown, I have started to see a  
wider range of books being read, including  some 
non-fiction books! It seems reasonable to  
suggest that this is due to those children who  
unsure on what to read, having list of books that  
they might enjoy that is easily accessible.
Furthermore, the children get extremely excited
when somebody follows their recommendation.
I have seen a couple of occasions when children
who are looking at the wall for ideas are
approached by other pupils who point out what  
they have read and start explaining why they  
should read it. This child-led discussion is noted  
by the TaRs research to be a hugely important  
aspect of reading for pleasure.



Moreover, by having such a wide range of books written on the wall, as a teacher I have been able
to develop my knowledge of children’s books whilst also getting to know my class’s reading habits. I
am able to see at a glance the most popular books in my class and find out why the children enjoy
reading them. I then use this knowledge in my planning to try and make lessons more engaging for
children as it is based on their interests.

Finally, I have found that as the year has progressed my class have become a lot more confident  
when discussing books. At the beginning of the year the discussions usually only included the name  
of the book and a very general reason as to why they enjoyed reading it. For example, it was funny.  
However, most of the children have started to discuss particular scenes or facts that have  interested 
them, their views on the characters and the overall story plot. I have found that they  particularly 
love knowing when somebody else is reading a book that they have read and they can  talk about 
how they felt at different parts of the book and how ‘crazy and unbelievable’ certain  parts of the 
story are. This skill of recommending books has also benefitted them hugely during our  ‘reading 
buddy’ time when the Year 3 class and Year 1 class join to read to their partner. The Year 3s appear 
to feel confident in recommending a book that they think their buddy would like to read  or listen to.

Overall the main impacts have been:

 The children are starting to read a range of books and genres.

 It has developed my own knowledge of children’s books and the types of books that my  
class enjoy reading.

 The children feel more comfortable discussing what they are reading and recommending  
books to their peers.

Reflection on impact they TaRs research had on practice

Overall this process has highlighted just how important and enjoyable child-led discussion can be.  
Despite initial hesitations about giving the control over to a class of 7-8 year olds it appears to have  
benefitted their reading for pleasure and developed the range of literature within the classroom.  
Moreover, it has helped to develop my own practice as I feel a lot more confident in  recommending 
books to children as I too have a developing knowledge of authors at my fingertips.  I hope to 
continue using the ‘Recommend to a friend’ wall, whilst also implementing new strategies  and 
promoting child-led discussion that includes the whole school to support reading for pleasure.


