
 

 
 

Book Huts at Haimo                                                                               @HaimoSchool 

By Amelia Long                                                                                    @moleylong    

Context 

I am a Year 6 teacher in my seventh year of teaching at Haimo Primary School 
in South East London. This year, I was given responsibility for Reading for 
Pleasure within the school and I have also been working closely with our 
Literacy Co-Ordinator in regard to reading in general.  

OU Research inspiration and rationale 

The main Teachers as Readers (TaRs) strand that fitted with my goals and our school development plan for the 
year was TaRs 3 – a Reading for Pleasure pedagogy (Cremin et al., 2014).  

When questioned at the start of this year, only 55.6% of KS2 children surveyed (151 children) said they either 
‘loved reading’ (25.2%) or that ‘it was ok’ (30.5%).  

This means that 44.4% of the children asked answered ‘I’m not bothered’, ‘I don’t like it’ or didn’t even answer 
the question (possibly due to worrying about recourse if they did answer negatively). Only 27.8% of children said 
they read at home. 

Our school community does not consist of families we believe to be avid readers – many children report that they 
do not read at home and that their parents do not read. Due to this ‘non-reading’ culture, we often struggle to 
engage children with books and reading and, possibly as a result, our Reading SATs results are showing below 
national average attainment and progress. 

Within the Reading for Pleasure pedagogy strand, I chose to work on improving our social reading environments. 

Whilst we have always provided our children with great book corners, they were the only informal spaces truly 
dedicated to RfP in our school (especially with our library being under construction).  

Research suggests that environments that support Reading for Pleasure often include: 

• a relaxed, informal ethos 

• an attractive, invitational space 

• a range of texts that tempt the children 

• child involvement and ownership  

Using this for guidance, I set out to create a new space for RfP at Haimo. 

  

Aims  

• To create space and time for Reading for Pleasure outside the classroom environment  
• To raise the profile of Reading for Pleasure in the local community 

  



 

 
 

Outline 

Last summer I came across The London Children’s Book Project on Twitter. They 
are a charity who work with settings across the Capital to redistribute 
thousands of books to children and their families. I signed Haimo up and we 
took part in their project in the first half of the autumn term. They delivered a 
book hut and hundreds of books to the school with the intention of every child 
in the school keeping at least one book and taking it home.  

The popularity of the project and the excitement it caused made me think 
about what legacy it could have.  

 

When it came time for the book hut to be returned, I wanted to capitalize on the 
interest generated by the London Children’s Book Project and decided to buy a 
book hut to live permanently in the school playground. As The London Book 
Project picked up the original hut, they also delivered hundreds of new books 
giving us stock to fill the hut with. To add to this I ran a Book Drive to enable the 
hut to be topped up as needed. 

My aim is not only for the children to borrow books to take home, but also for 
some to, hopefully in the summer, want to borrow books to read on the 
playground at break or lunch times therefore creating a new space for Reading 
for Pleasure. 

 

Impact 

• Children were initially intrigued by the loaned Book Hut, which added 
to their excitement when they came for their class’ turn to choose a 
‘forever book’. 

• Year six children gained ownership over the Book Hut by being tasked 
with the stocking and up-keep of it.  

• Children are involving their adults in their personal reading as they 
often come to change their books at home time or at the start of the 
day. 

• The hut prompted discussion and book sharing between the children. 

• Upon repeating the initial survey at the end of spring 2, the 
percentages of children who were positive about reading had 
increased: 68.3% of KS2 children surveyed (145 children) said they 
either ‘loved reading’ (30.3%) or that ‘it was ok’ (33%).  

• Quote from child in 3Pi: “The book hut lets me choose books at any time. It has books that I haven't even 
heard of before so I've got to read new books from different authors.” 

• Quote from child in 3Po: “There are lots of fun books to read. I can get them whenever I want.” 

• Quote from child in 6L: “I enjoyed looking after the book hut as it was interesting to see the different types 
of books. I think it was really useful because it gave us access to books while our library is closed and it 
allows children to read at play time if they are bored or sad.” 

A child choosing a book 

with his mum at home 

time. 



 

 
 

Reflections on impact the TaRs research had on practice 

Using the TaRs research has enabled me as a teacher and a Reading for Pleasure Leader to think about the 
importance of having different reading spaces for children to relax and explore texts in. Developing the book hut 
in conjunction with refurbishing the library has given me a better understanding of our reading stock, what kind 
of spaces the children would like to read in and how they browse and find books to read.  

Having the book hut in the playground has given the children another choice of social reading environment to add 
to our library and book corners. This change in the playground, establishing it as a reading space, has given 
children the opportunity to spend longer with the texts they are reading. It gives them a large space with many 
different areas to choose from to settle in to read at break times. This, combined with the opening of the new 
library next year, will give children control over their own reading choices, allowing them different spaces in which 
to enjoy a book. 

To further develop this project I plan to: 

• Complement the reading environment already present in the playground by adding some more seating 
options. I think that including some more comfortable seating options, such as beanbags, will encourage even 
more reading at break times. 

• Repaint the Book Hut. Currently, the hut is a pale yellow and not obviously a book hut to those who have not 
been introduced to it. I intend to decorate the outside with paintings of famous fictional characters and paint 
Haimo’s Book Hut. Hopefully this will boost the usage again at the start of next year. 

• Buy another hut for the infant playground to allow for more targeted book choices. This will also allow the 
younger children more time to read for pleasure outside. 

• Pitch to SLT the possibility of a smaller book hut for the adults in our community. This would operate more 
like a ‘Little Free Library’ where adults will be encouraged to take a book and leave a book. 

 


