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CONTEXT

 I teach a Year 1 class at Littlecoates Primary Academy, Grimsby in 

North East Lincolnshire. The school is situated in the West Marsh area 

of the town.

 We have identified that many of our children are not engaged with 

reading and read little outside school.  In our most recent school 

development plan we identify: the school can do more to improve 

the children’s appetite for reading and increase the opportunities for 

them to become confident and skilled readers, which will impact 

positively on progress and attainment in all areas of the curriculum.



RESEARCH INSPIRATION AND RATIONALE

I was inspired by the Reading for Pleasure Pedagogies developed in the 

Teachers as Readers (TaRs) project.  This encompasses four specific 

practices:

• social reading environments

• reading aloud

• independent reading

• informal book talk, inside-text talk and recommendations

and suggests that if teachers are to take responsibility for fostering a life-

long love of reading in their pupils, they must develop their own 

commitment to reading for pleasure. (Cremin et al., 2014)



AIMS

Responding to the children’s lack of interest in reading, I decided to explore 

how to offer the children a more inviting and engaging social reading 

environment.  Within my Year 1 classroom, I focused on:

• the reading environment;

• the choice of books and how they are presented;

• engaging the children through a range of interactions with books;

• starting a story reading club for EYFS and KS1 pupils and their parents.



OUTLINE

The Reading Environment

One of the first actions I took was to create stimulating displays in our school 
library.  I wanted to make reading and books more prominent in the school  
environment and entice the children into the library.



The displays are changed 

regularly in order to continue 

to inspire the children.

I also ask the children 

for ideas and 

suggestions.



Within my Year 1 classroom, I involved the children in the creation of  

their own reading environment…from designing it…



…to painting it…



…and we created a 

brilliant book corner!



Reading aloud

• In our classroom, I chose new and exciting books to read aloud to the 

children.  My reading aloud sessions were interactive and engaging.  I 

made sure I was modelling not only how to read, but my own love of  

the texts.  I chose high-quality books, beyond the children’s own 

reading ability, but not their understanding.

• Our reading aloud sessions became opportunities for us to respond to 

texts, to discuss them and share our thoughts.  The children were 

invited to respond to what we had read in writing and pictures and 

they were encouraged to create book graffiti in the classroom.

• This became a two way process, and children were also encouraged 

to choose texts for me to share with them during our reading aloud 

time. 

• In order to spread the practice of reading aloud and develop 

confidence in it, I ran JACKANORY CLUB for EYFS and KS1                            

children and their parents to model behaviour and raise parents’ 

confidence in reading with and to their children.  



Our JACKANORY CLUB for parents 

and carers



The classroom reading environment

I thought carefully about the look and feel 

of our classroom as a reading environment 

and tried to make it more comfortable and 

inviting for Year 1.  The children were 

allowed and encouraged to read 

independently and with each other as 

much as possible.  In order to promote this in 

different ways:

• I covered the children's tables in books so 

that they could explore and browse and 

select books that appealed to them.

• We held BOOKS AND BAGELS mornings, 

where the children have snacks while 

they browse and select books to read 

and share with each other.

• We have created BOOK DENS under the 

tables and made ourselves comfortable 

to share books with our friends.



Informal book talk

Across the year, we have been talking about books 

and authors constantly, both in our school as a whole, 

and in my Year 1 classroom. Our book talk has been 

informal and varied.  We encourage the children to 

lead these discussions but as teachers, we have 

shared our own reading habits, preferences and 

experiences.  We have talked about:

• our favourite authors;

• why we like a particular book;

• our favourite characters;

• fiction and non-fiction;

• exciting new words.



IMPACT
Two members of our staff were part of the Teacher Reading Group and this has 

contributed to the buzz about reading and book talk amongst staff within our 

school.

• The school library is now used daily for children to read with buddies from other 

classes and to choose books to read with their friends. The vibrant displays have 

really helped to make it an inviting place to be and many more children are 

choosing to use this space.

• The excitement created by allowing the Year 1 children to paint the wall in their 

book corner and create their own reading environment has lead to them really 

wanting to make use of the space they have created, browse, choose and 

read the books available to them.

• By creating a more relaxed and book oriented classroom space, by allowing 

children to read wherever they want, choose the books they want has raised 

children’s engagement with reading.  The children have enjoyed choosing 

books from the blanket.  They have participated in putting the books away 

afterwards, displaying them in the most appropriate way and having an 

ownership over their reading environment.   



• Many of the children in Year 1 have engaged with different reading activities. 

Their motivation to read has improved and they have been reading their school 

reading books more often outside school.

• One little boy, who believed (in his own words) ‘I can’t read because I’m stupid,’ 

has thoroughly enjoyed all the book-related activities - especially reading in 

BOOK DENS and undertaking BOOK GRAFFITI.  He was thrilled when he recently 

moved on to the next level of book, something he didn’t think he would 

achieve. His improved confidence is lovely to observe.

• I have been encouraged by the response to the JACKANORY CLUB. At first, very 

few parents attended, but we now have a group of regular attendees who listen 

to the stories with their children and now suggest and bring books into school to 

share with the children.  

• Talking about books every day in my classroom has lead to increasing numbers 

of children bringing books in from home for me to read aloud to the class. The 

children are always very proud when they do this, and that, in turn, encourages 

the other children to want to bring in a book.



REFLECTIONS ON IMPACT THE TARS 

RESEARCH HAD ON PRACTICE

Developing my own reading for Pleasure Pedagogies based on the TaRs research has been 
really inspirational for me in my own practise. This has impacted on the children who clearly 
engage more with reading in and out of the classroom. Creating a visually appealing reading 
corner alongside the children has meant that they are confident and want to this space; it 
belongs to them.  Every day we engage in informal book talk – they help me to organise and 
sort the reading environment and this reciprocal talk about books has improved their appetite 
for reading. 

The JACKANORY CLUB has succeeded beyond my expectations; we now have a waiting list for 
members and the fact that so many parents are now attending is testament to the raised profile 
of reading and the children’s enthusiasm.  

On a personal level, being part of a Teachers Reading Group has extended my knowledge of 
new and exciting children’s literature which I believe has had a beneficial impact on my 
practice because I am able to share this with my pupils.  They can see my enthusiasm for 
reading and this I believe will continue to impact on their own enthusiasm for reading.  I have  
learned so much from engaging in informal book talk with colleagues in the group that I will 
continue to replicate this in my classroom.



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

As teachers of reading, we want our children to 

feel the pleasure and excitement that reading 

can bring. Developing this love of reading will 

remain a key part of our school development 

plan and we will continue to engage the 

children and embed reading for pleasure 

pedagogies so that the children become life-

long, confident and skilled readers.

For myself, this has shown me the potential 

impact of creating an informal reading 

environment which the children have ownership 

over.  I believe this class have been inspired by 

the approaches we have taken to create a 

reading community and this is something I aim 

to build on in my teaching.  I’m ‘buzzing’ about 

reading!


