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Promoting a love of reading outside the classroom.



Context

I am a final year trainee teacher at Edge Hill University. I 
conducted my Reading for Pleasure Project at a two form-
entry school in a deprived area. 

I completed my project with the 4 classes that consisted 
of Year 1 and 2 children.

Reading for Pleasure was an ongoing focus within the 
whole school with different strategies being implemented 
to promote this.



Aims

o Increase the enjoyment and engagement in reading.

o Find out how, where, when and why children read. 

o To explore if the environment affects a child’s love of reading?

o To provide social reading opportunities.

o To show that reading has no limits- it can be fun and interactive.



OU Research inspiration and rationale

I am aware of how important reading is and noticing that the children were disengaged with reading 
and this gave me the urge to get them re-engaged so they can enjoy reading and consequently gain 
from the many benefits reading has.

The role of the teacher in book talk is to be an interested listener (Corbett, 2008) to the children’s 
views. However, Cremin et al (2008), explain that teachers need to have a knowledge of children’s 
literature in order to be able to lead children in effective book talk. It is for this reason that I was 
interested in seeing how much teacher input was the best to promote quality book talk. The Teacher’s 
as readers (TaRs) research project also revealed that a strong reading for pleasure (RfP) pedagogy is 
key to engaging children, and in particular: reading aloud, informal booktalk and recommendations, 
and independent reading time within a highly social reading environment

Having read about Corbett’s (2008) approach to book talk and the way in which he suggests creating  
story map and providing practical experiences, I was interested in trying his approach in practice. I 
also knew that I wanted to encourage the children to be honest about the books they read and that 
expressing dislikes should be valued just as much as expressing likes, provided that both opinions 
could be justified. 



Outline
I was able to set up an after school story club in 
which the focus group was reluctant readers or 
those children who needed further support with 
reading. 

The story used was ‘Where the wild things are.’

The sessions mainly followed the lead of the 
children but had elements of teacher input in 
order to reach the desired outcome.

I also explored different levels of teacher input. 
Some days I would carry out a very teacher-led 
discussion. On other occasions I would ask the 
children to chat among themselves before 
reporting back to the group. I did this in order to 
see which was most effective for prompting 
effective discussion. 



Session 1- Create the 

forest where the ‘Wild 

Things’ live for our stop 

frame animation. Make a 

boat to sail with Max

Session 2- Create our 

‘Wild Things’ out of clay 

out in the wild.

Session 3- Create a 

ruckus with our 

instruments like the 

‘Wild Things’ did. Make a 

crown.

Session4- Create the 

stop frame animation of 

the story.



Impact
The children were all more able to speak at greater length and with greater confidence about 
what they had read. There was a show of enthusiasm and interest in reading.  

Expanded pupils’ imaginations as they embarked on a treasure hunt around the school to find 
parts for their boat. They also created their own ‘wild thing’ and animation of the story. 

Encouraged intellectual curiosity and enjoyment in reading, evidenced by the work produced 
and children asking when the next session is as well as wanting to take the book home to read 
in their own time.

Celebrated children’s achievements through showing their videos in assembly which gave them 
a sense of pride. 

“I really really liked making my wild 

thing and putting the spikes on it.”

-Child A

“I liked it when we made lots of 

noise with the instruments like in 

the book.”

-Child B

“Making the film was my favourite 

bit.”

-Child C



Reflection
The positive feedback I received from children, staff 

and parents, for my efforts, boosted my confidence in 

my role as a teacher as I have faced new challenges 

during the project such as reluctant readers. If I were 

to adopt similar strategies again, to promote RfP, I 

would implement the club so that it is available to the 

whole school community. 

The importance of being viewed as a reader myself is 

also something I want to explore in further detail. 

Seeking strategies which allow the children to see me 

as a reader will support them in seeing reading as 

important and valid. I hope to do this through reading 

alongside the class during reading sessions and 

discussing my own views on books. 


